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January 2006  NEWSLETTER
NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday 17th January 2006 in the Curtis Room at the Country Plaza Int






6.00 pm
Fellowship 







6.30 pm
Business session







7.15 pm 
Dinner

APOLOGIES:
Ring Sue Smith  4972 5735 (H)  if you are bringing a guest or if you wish to apologise - by lunchtime on Tuesday.  Failure to apologise will result in a charge to you for the cost of the meal.

BIRTHDAYS:

January
NONE!!!!

*TREASURER’S ASSISTANT:
Jan
Jade Ryan

*FELLOWSHIP OFFICER:
Jan
Sue Smith

*If it is your turn and you will not be at the meeting, please arrange for someone else to take your place.

RAFFLE WINNER IN DECEMBER:
     Gloria Roach 
Bring a prize for this month.

DIARY NOTES:
20 – 21st May 2006 Area Workshop – Sapphire Gemfields - Emerald


24 – 29th June 2006 – International Convention – Melbourne, Australia!

	                             Building Zonta for the 21st Century

                            Inspired by the Challenge of Change


I don’t really have any news, but[image: image1.wmf] just thought it appropriate to kickstart us all into thinking about Zonta again – See you Tuesday.  - Helen

[As Australia Day is approaching, this article may be appropriate.]

On April 20, 1785, a committee met in London to decide where to send the vast number of convicts sitting in over-crowded jails in England. Its chairman was Lord Beauchamp.

The first proposal was the island of Lemane, 400 miles up the Gambia River in West Africa. The second site was Das Voltas Bay at the mouth of the Orange River on the south-west coast of Africa, and the third was Botany Bay.

Because an army garrison at Das Voltas would offset a French one in Cape Town, the land was said to be fertile, and there were rumours of copper in the mountains, Das Votas was selected as a convict settlement site. However, further investigations proved the land was too dry and sterile to be settled, so Botany Bay was selected.

The First Fleet consisted of eleven vessels – two naval warships, ”Sirius” and “Supply”; three store ships, “Borrowdale”, “Fishburn” and “Golden Grove”; and six transports, “Alexander”, “Charlotte”, “Friendship”, “Lady Penrhyn”, “Prince of Wales” and “Scarborough”.

There were 736 convicts on the First Fleet, and unlike the popular belief, there were no political prisoners, no murderers or rapists, no prostitutes. The majority were minor thieves [431], breaking and entering [93], highway robbers [71], cattle and sheep thieves [44] and other similar crimes.

The oldest convict was Dorothy Handland, a female rag and old clothes dealer who was 82 years old. The oldest male was Joseph Owen who was 66 years and the youngest was John Hudson, a nine year old chimney sweep who had stolen some clothes and a pistol. Only 47 convicts had any trade – the majority were rural labourers.

SUCH HUMBLE BEGINNINGS!
Taken from the Rockhampton North Rotary Bulletin.
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