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ANNUAL CLUB DUES – PAY BY 4 APRIL 2006!

MARCH DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, 7 March, at the Rowers’ Club, Quay Street at 6.30pm for 7.00pm.  $20.00.  No apology by 10.00am on the day of the meeting - you will receive an invoice for the cost of the dinner.  

APOLOGIES for March, April and May meetings to Dianne Leggo, 

new email address for preference dleggo@aapt.net.au or phone 4154 7958.

March rosters:

Door: Lee-Anne Allan & Judy Bedford
Zonta Blessing: Anne Nelson
Happy Birthday in March to:  

8th Joan Hawe;  13th Rachael Baker;  20th Robyn Ballantyne;  29th Deltry Dickie.
IWD BREAKFAST  
This coming Sunday, 5 March at 8.30am for 9am, at the RSL, Quay Street.  Speaker – Christine Clements, Deputy State Coroner, from Brisbane, former member of Bundaberg Club.  Tickets:  $25.  

· Any money & unsold entry tickets not returned to Jean Pershouse by last Monday, should be brought on Sunday in an envelope with your name and details printed on the front.  
· Please bring a wrapped gift for the Continuous Raffle to the breakfast if you haven’t already delivered it to Chiquitas or G J Gardiner Homes.
· You must bring money and butts for the raffle, also any unsold tickets, to the breakfast.  If you are not attending the breakfast, drop them in to Chiquitas or G J Gardiner Homes (next to the Post Office). 

Creative Women’s Exhibition

Celebrating International Women’s Day and sponsored by Bundaberg Community Development, Bundaberg City Council, Bundaberg Arts Centre and Kenalwyn Neighbourhood Centre, this exhibition will showcase the creative abilities of women throughout a number of mediums. 

It will be held at the School of Arts Building from 4 – 11 March, opening hours are 10am – 2pm daily.   Do pop along for a look.  Last year’s exhibition was excellent.  

If anyone is available and willing to volunteer even for a couple of hours, could they please contact Margaret Wass at Kenalwyn - Bundaberg Neighbourhood Centre on 4153 1614 to book in times.  
Survey/Planning Meeting

What a great turnout – 22 members attended the meeting last Sunday afternoon.  The room was buzzing with good ideas.  There will be a report given at the March meeting.  
Finance & Fund-Raising Committee

· We have a team for the Cancer Fund’s Relay for Life on 22/23 April – thanks to all who have volunteered.  Registration for team members and a $200 donation has been given by the club.  

· If you generally give an annual donation to the Cancer Fund, please give it to our Zonta team.  Donations over $2 are tax deductible and receipts will be issued.  Club members’ donations will be combined and distributed equally among the team members.  Cheques or cash will be accepted at March and April meetings.    

Membership Committee

· Attached are forms for two prospective members for your approval. 
· Great to see our two newest members participating in the Relay for Life – that’s diving in at the deep end!  A big thank you to Trish Eussen & Alex Grove.  
· Please note Carol has a new email address.  Can’t contact her to put it in the newsletter, but we will get it at the next meeting.
Nominating Committee

The Committee will be making calls soon seeking nominees for the Club Board.  Do think about saying “YES”.  If you would like to propose a member, please calls Carol, Dianne or Anne Nelson.  

Club News

· Warm thoughts to Judy Noble as John is having more treatment in Brisbane.  
· Rachael Baker has been holidaying in Adelaide with family.
· Anne Nelson has been away in Melbourne.

· Wilma Berry has recovered from her surgery enough to go holidaying in Victoria and South Australia.

· Jean Gahan &  Dianne Leggo enjoyed a week on Norfolk Island.

· Margaret Gibson had another fall but you can’t keep a ‘gal’ like her down for long – she has taken off for Tasmania and Melbourne.  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

International Convention:  A reminder that the early bird registration fee expires on 1st  April.  Dianne has registered and booked accommodation for four at Melbourne Short Stay Apartments (only $49 per night per person).  She is expecting visitors from Canada (2) in May, from Colorado (3) in June, and from California (2) in July.  Hopefully, we can arrange for them to meet local Zontians while they are here.  
WOMEN IN POLITICS

FEMALE POLITICAL LEADERS:

(From Brisbane Zonta Club newsletter)
2006 has so far been a progressive year for female political leaders.  In the first weeks of the new year, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was inaugurated president of Liberia (January 16) and Michelle Bachelet was elected president of Chile (January 15).

And, of course, Angela Merkel was elected chancellor of Germany in late 2005. 

Currently there are 6 female Presidents  –  in Finland, Ireland, Latvia, Liberia, The Philippines and Chile.

There are also 5 female  Prime Ministers; in Bangladesh, Germany, New Zealand, Mozambique and São Tomé e Princípe.

Women make up 30 percent of the new National Assembly in Afghanistan.  
Today the only two countries, which never had a female member of government in at least a sub-ministerial position, are Monaco and Saudi Arabia. In 1999, Sweden became the first country to have more female ministers than male. 11 women and 9 men.
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