Iwd 2007

The Luncheon held on Friday, 9 March 2007 at the RSL Club Beaudesert, to celebrate International Women’s Day was a memorable occasion for the ninety women including senior students from Beaudesert State High School and The Kooralbyn International School who attended this event

The guest speaker, Professor Ian Frazer, co-developer of the vaccine to prevent cervical cancer, spoke about the importance for all young women to access the vaccine when it becomes available later this year in Australia. He related his pathway to the present of his introduction to research and future plans for the developing world in medicine.

A few light-hearted personal experiences  about his love of skiing which put pressure on passing exams at University, his desire to please his wife to become a better conversationalist at dinner parties rather than discuss medical data, created a very relaxed atmosphere but at the same time not forgetting the importance of his research.
Professor Ian Frazer was the Australian of the Year in 2006. He is presently working with a team in developing countries such as Vanuatu to educate women to be vaccinated. Unfortunately results have shown that a large percentage of the young women there are suffering from cervical cancer. 

The Luncheon began with a welcoming speech from Jane Blunck, the Chairperson for the Status of Women committee outlining the history of International Women’s Day, this was followed by a delicious meal, Professor Ian Frazer’s talk and raffle draws.

A cheque from the Zonta Club of Beaudesert was presented to Professor Frazer by the President Alice Warby, to help continue research and distribute the vaccine to developing countries.
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