IWD 2005

The Zonta Club of Wynnum Redland Area Inc celebrated International Women’s Day on Friday 4 March.  Guest speaker Sanjana Hattotuwa was thought provoking and confronting in his discussion of Women and Peacebuilding.  Sanjana reminded the audience that peace is about justice and peace processes should be used, to listen and respond to the diverse experiences of women who have lived through conflict.

Mr Hattotuwa, a Rotary International Peace Scholar, addressed a group of 80 guests at Stevens by the Bay.  He went on to say that while women play a vital role in building peace at the community level, they are at the same time significantly absent from other levels, especially the more public and political levels of peace building.

Included in the Zonta evening’s celebrations was the presentation of the Zonta Shield to Carmel College.  The winners of the Young Women in Public Affairs Award, Jessica Graham, winner, and Claire McGahan, runner up, are both students at Carmel.  The YWPA award encourages young women leaders and community volunteers.

President of Zonta Club of Wynnum Redland Area Inc, Jill Maclachlan, said the attendance at their celebratory dinner was the largest yet and indicated the increasing importance women place on International Women’s Day and service organisations such as Zonta which enable women to contribute to their local and international communities.  The President also announced a $1000 donation to the Zonta Club of Colombo for school books for children in tsunami ravaged areas.

(Photo left to right, Zonta Club of Wynnum Redland President Jill Maclachlan; Sanjana Hattotuwa guest speaker and Rotary Peace Scholar; and Diane Harmsworth, Zonta International District 24 Secretary and Past President.)
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