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President’s Message: 

            Welcome to 2022 everyone. I wish you all a happy and healthy New 
Year. I suspect we have a more challenges ahead of us this year, but we will 
deal with these as they happen. 

We certainly started the New Year off well with a successful sausage sizzle. 
Thanks to everyone who worked on the day and helped with preparation. 
There were some new volunteers this time which is great to see. 

I need to let everyone know that Roz Bolton has resigned from the Club. She 
will be missed and we wish her well.  

Pam Lane has let us know that Genevieve Isbell has recently passed away. I 
am sending a card from the Club expressing our sympathy. 

Looking forward to seeing you over the airwaves for the Amelia Earhart 
Night.                                                                                                                                             
Leanne Roberts 

 
 
JANUARY MEETING: AMELIA EARHART DINNER- a Zoom event on Monday 
24th January 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83035239194?pwd=dFZwR05EMnkrVEwyUDR6ei8
4WlgxUT09 

Meeting ID: 830 3523 9194 
Passcode: 334567 

 

Wheels up: 1900 hours Brisbane 

Dress Code: Mandatory PPE “aviator goggles” (worn like Amelia) 

Our guest speaker will be RAAF Squadron Leader Anna Lovatt (Flight 

Commander 33 SQN) who flies KC 30 aerial tankers. 

See https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/hairdressers-dentists-mums-

and-gap-year-takers-a-look-at-the-modern-armed-forces-20190324-

p5175h.html   

 

https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/hairdressers-dentists-mums-and-gap-year-takers-a-look-at-the-modern-armed-forces-20190324-p5175h.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/hairdressers-dentists-mums-and-gap-year-takers-a-look-at-the-modern-armed-forces-20190324-p5175h.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/hairdressers-dentists-mums-and-gap-year-takers-a-look-at-the-modern-armed-forces-20190324-p5175h.html


 

 

   
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online activities will include an Amelia Earhart trivia quiz, prize for best 
dressed aviator and an electronic raffle.  

All raffle tickets can be purchased through the Zonta Club of Ipswich prior to 
the evening ($10 for 3 tickets).  

Electronic Payment Details: BSB 064 417 Account Number 00925322, Zonta 
Club of Ipswich Inc. 

 RSVP: ipswichzonta@gmail.com by 19 January 2022 

Members please note: There will also be an auction of framed landscapes 
kindly donated by Sarah Dyer’s fine art photographer husband. 

 

Aviator Amelia Earhart was born on 24 July 1897 in Kansas, USA. In 1923, 
Amelia Earhart became the 16th woman to be issued a pilot's license. Amelia 
Earhart became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean in 1928, as 
well as the first person to fly over both the Atlantic and Pacific. In 1937, she 



 

mysteriously disappeared while trying to circumnavigate the globe from the 
equator. 

Amelia Earhart was a member of Zonta International and the Amelia Earhart 
Fellowship was established in 1938 in her honour. The US$10,000 Fellowship is 
awarded annually to 35 women pursuing Ph.D./doctoral degrees in aerospace-

related sciences or aerospace-related engineering. Since the program’s 
inception in 1938, Zonta International has awarded 1,508 Amelia Earhart 

Fellowships, totalling more than US$9.3 million, to 1,079 women representing 
70 countries. 

                                                  Sarah Dyer  

Vale Genevieve Isbell 

 

Graham and Genevieve Isbell at Gooloowan [Queensland Times 22 September 
2009 Rob Williams 2709LWA] 
We thank Genevieve and Graham for their support of Zonta over the years. 
Genevieve will be missed and our thoughts are with the family. 
 

 

 



 

ZOOM IN ON A ZONTIAN. 

 
This month:  Jan Weir 

 
Tell us about yourself in 4 sentences or less. 
 
I am a sister to 6, wife, mother to two girls and grandmother to 4. I am very 'family 
oriented' coming from a large Christian family and all of us siblings regularly zoom 
chat (since COVID and will continue), as we are spread across four states. My 
career began as a bank machinist, then went on to head teller, next I branched more 
to office administration/management. I have held several interesting volunteer roles 
as Treasurer with various non-profit organisations. I did have my own bookkeeping 
business for 5 years, which seriously curtailed my desired holidays, so enjoyed doing 
the same work on a contract basis with our holiday breaks ensured! 
 
Do you have a personal philosophy or motto that grounds you or guides you? 
 
As a child growing up in the 60's and being a teenager in the 70's, I have always 
loved the ideals behind the poem 'Desiderata' which has several sayings but I like 'Be 
cheerful. Strive to be happy.'  And particularly this one... 'and whatever your labours and 
aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your soul. With all its sham, 
drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world.' 
 
Is there a Zonta event/activity that you've been part of since joining that you have 
particularly enjoyed or something you are looking forward to in the future? 
 
I have enjoyed two 'birthing kits' activities in the short time I've been with Zonta. I 
also enjoyed the sewing of the breast cushions. I love being pro-active this way. This 
is why I joined, to help someone less fortunate in some way. 
 
And on that note, Jane Reid writes: 

In the Club newsletter I would like to do a bit of a feature on each you starting in 
2022. I was wondering if you could draft some responses to the questions below 
(you can do them all r choose which ones you want to respond to) and if you'd like to 
include a couple of photographs that would be great. We might look to do some 
regular member's posts on facebook over coming months please let me know if you 



 

are ok with us using content you provide for that purpose? This will focus on reasons 
for joining Zonta etc not personal info. 
 
Questions: 

1. Tell us about yourself in 4 sentences or less 
2. Do you have a personal philosophy or motto that grounds you or 

guides you? 
3. Is there someone in your life or an experience that has helped shape 

who you are today? Can you tell us how they/it influenced you? 
4. Do you have any hidden talents or skills that you'd like to tell us 

about? 
5. What attracted you to joining Zonta? 
6. Is there a Zonta event/activity that you've been part of since joining 

that you have particularly enjoyed or something you are looking 
forward to in the future? 

7. What would you say to someone who is thinking of joining Zonta? 
8. If you had a superpower, what would it be? 

 
                                                                                                      Regards, Jane 

CLUB NEWS  

Since the last meeting: 

A West Ipswich Bunnings Sausage Sizzle was held on 2nd January. Morning shift 

volunteers were Bronwen Cottman and her husband Wayne (chef extraordinaire), 
Leanne Roberts, Bridget Edwards, Janice Cumming, and Jane Reid. The afternoon 
shift was comprised of Kath Everett, Monica Smith and her husband Adrian, Lisa 
Schubert, and her friend Karen, with Pam Lane as the runner. 
The Club raised $1388. Well done all! 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

                                                         Vale Margaret Macfarlane  

 

                                          Margaret Macfarlane, FRCN, AM.  

On 24th December 2021 one of our Club’s Charter Members, Margaret Bell 

Macfarlane, passed away at the age of 93.  



 

After joining Zonta in 1979, Margaret resigned from the Club in 2003. During 

her time of membership, she served on the Board of Directors in 1985/1986 

and 1986/1987. 

Recently, in Ipswich News Today, there was a lovely tribute to Margaret and 

we include here some excerpts from that article and from the Friends of 

Ipswich Hospital Museum Facebook tribute which highlight Margaret’s career 

and legacy. 

Margaret grew up and later lived on a family property at Munbilla, near 

Harrisville. She commenced her nursing training at the Ipswich Hospital in 1946 

completing it in 1950 and her Midwifery Certificate in 1951. She then 

expanded her nursing experience interstate and in England, completing 

certificates in Eye and ENT Nursing, as well as Maternal and Child Health. After 

becoming Deputy Matron of Ipswich Hospital in 1961, Margaret was appointed 

Director of Nursing in 1967 to 1993. She was also one of the first DONs to have 

a seat on a Hospital Board of Management. 

“Ms Macfarlane was Councillor for Queensland (1965), President (1969 -70), 

Secretary (1970 – 84) and Censor-in-Chief (1978-79) of the Royal College of 

Nursing, Australia. In 1994 she received the Distinguished Nursing Service 

Award (Queensland) and in 1995 was awarded the Australia Day Australia 

Medal.” 

“Jane Kingston from the Friends of Ipswich Hospital Museum said one of Ms 

Macfarlane’s most significant changes to the role of nurses was the transfer of 

domestic duties to free up nurses’ time by employing domestic staff who took 

over the ward housekeeping and cleaning jobs. Ms Kingston said Margaret 

pushed for nurses to be better educated – they needed to know the reasons 

why they did procedures, not just how to actually do them.  

“She was innovative in her approach to nursing and the role of the nurse and 

was a leader in the transition from hospital training to tertiary education for 

nurses.” 

Ipswich News Today, 6th January 2022 

Friends of Ipswich Hospital Facebook, 26th December 2021 

                                                                                                                                Eirys Jones 

 

 



 

Here are some mementoes for the Club Archives compiled by Helen Walker: 

 

 

 

 
 
                           Cutting the cake, on the Club’s 12th birthday, 1991.  
L-R Maria Stevenson, Margaret Macfarlane, and Margaret Boulter (who made 
the cake!) 

 

 



 

 
The Club’s 25th Birthday, 2004 

L-R Naomi Manders,Margaret Macfarlane, Margaret Evans, Margaret Boulter, 
Joie Dwyer, Gaye Anderson, The then- Governor of Queensland Her Excellency 

Quentin Bryce, Robyn Hargreaves. 
 

 
 

L-R Margaret Boulter, Pam Smallwood, Gaye Anderson, Margaret Macfarlane, 
at Ipswich Global Artslink 



 

 

 
L-R Erica McNamara, ?, ?, Barbara Stephens, Margaret Macfarlane, Annette 
Kirwood. 

 
L-R West Moreton Zontians Margaret Macfarlane, Sheila Ireland, Eirys Jones 
and Robyn Hargreaves. 
 



 

 
Back L-R Faye Ramsay (previously Thomas), Gaye Anderson, Anne Reid, 
Margaret Macfarlane, ?. 
Front-  Merrilyn Bellotti, ?, Leni Van Wyk (Nursing Sister Challinor Centre), 
Annette Kirwood (Nursing Sister IGH.) 
 

 
Ipswich Hospital Board 1991: Back L-R Mrs A.D. Clarke,Mrs Margaret 
Hooper,Mr R Banff, GP Dr John Jackson**, GP Dr E.P.Efstathis, Joie Dwyer*. 
Front L-R Margaret Macfarlane*, Manager Noel Grant, Mr W .Pullar,Mr E 
Jones, Medical Superintendent Dr Terry Mulhearn. [* West Moreton Zontians, 
**HonZon] 



 

BIRTHDAY BABES: 
In January we celebrate the birthdays of Marie Kavanagh and Helen Walker 

 

 

Hope that your celebration will be special, and that the coming year will be 

filled with good health and happy days. 

DATE CLAIMERS: 

 

*INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY  8TH MARCH 2022 

Vanessa Fowler (sister of the late Alison Baden-Clay) will be the speaker at 

the Breakfast to be hosted by The Zonta Club of Ipswich. 

Vanessa Fowler OAM is Co-Chair Domestic & Family Violence Prevention 

Council, and Chair of The Alison Baden-Clay Foundation, Educator. 

 

*ZONTA INTERNATIONAL 65th CONVENTION  

Congress Centre, Hamburg, Germany.  

25th-28th June 2022. 

Unable to attend in person? 
Join us as a virtual attendee! 

 

The 2022 Zonta International Convention will be a hybrid event, allowing members from all 
over the world to attend workshops, programs and sessions live while interacting with in-
person and virtual attendees in communities, chats, and other online venues via a 
dedicated Hamburg Convention app. 
  
The app will be available in March via your mobile phone, tablet or personal computer and 
will include pre-convention events and networking opportunities and live-streamed events 
during convention. There will also be special information booths, international committee 
reports, posted resources and opportunities to connect with other attendees via chat 
boards and virtual meetups. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


