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DATE CLAIMERS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Dear Zontians

11th January
Zonta celebrates Amelia Earhart
Day

Well, that two months zoomed on by, like that past couple of the years
have!!!

15th January
Wine & Cheese at Alice’s
3 pm—5 pm.

It was good to see the Orange ladies out and about in the local business
houses throughout November & December’s 16 days of Activism. Unfortunately, we did not get to have our discussion evening @ Anthea’s (maybe
this year the stars will align).

Tuesday 18th January
Board/General Meeting
The Club at 5.00/6.30 pm
Committee meetings 6.00pm

We had a very successful Gourmet Goodies Market Day in early December,
with our lovely display of homemade goodies, being well stocked by the
members lovely creations. There was not a lot left after what seemed to be a
not so busy day. Our full to the brim Raffles were very well received by the 4
winners, some great fundraising totals this year keeps adding up. We are so
lucky to be supported so well in our local community.

Thursday 27th January
Fellowship coffee—TBA,
possibly Boonah?

Our Xmas breakup/dinner was a lovely night with many Zontians once again
supplying a wonderful smorgasbord of mouth-watering dishes to share in
fellowship. Thank you to those who helped give the hall some festive cheer,
nothing that a” few” fairy lights cannot fix!!

June 25—29, 2022
Zonta’s 65th Convention
Hamburg, Germany

We are heading into 2022 with our Wine and Cheese afternoon @ Alice’s
(don’t forget to bring a friend), this weekend looking forward to the Zonta
year getting cranked up.

Welcome to 2022 and it is not starting off to be any different from the past
two!!!

Zonta International celebrates January as Amelia Earhart Month with Amelia
Earhart day on the 11th January, it is 90 years since she embarked on her trip
from Honolulu, Hawaii, to Oakland, California, United Sates, which made her
the first person to fly solo across any part of the Pacific Ocean.
As this Newsletter goes to print, I am still waiting on “Bubble” Turner to
arrive….. for someone who thought she was not ready to be Grammie
material!!! I am getting very impatient!
See you Next Tuesday!
Yours in Zonta
Michelle
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Don’t forget to let Pam know if you
are not going to be at the meeting.
0432 192 212
prograss@bigpond.com

Thursday, 27th January
Let’s talk about it at the
meeting but if we go to
Boonah we could catch up with Vanessa who
is on LOA.

Guess who got engaged?
Our very own Anthea with her lovely
HonZon, Tim Walker. He proposed on
23rd of December so you can imagine
it was a joyous Christmas in both
family houses.
We wish them every happiness.

Our annual “year starter” get together is on this Saturday at Alice’s.
Come along about 3 pm and stay a couple of hours or longer if there
are calves being born!!

Bring along a little to drink and eat for yourself and to share.
I understand there could be some concern re mixing during the
pandemic but we hope to see you there.

January has 2 members celebrating,
Sam on 9th and Carolyn on the 30th.

Just in case you missed it on the fb page, our
members and friends contributed 53 bags of
necessities to the Share the Dignity campaign
for homeless women. Well done all.

February birthdays are before our next
newsletter so let’s see them now…
Libby on 2nd, Joan is on 10th and Anthea on the 13th.
Many Happy Returns to you all.
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Nerolie joined in 2018 and has been an integral part of our Grants Committee.
I was born in Coolamon in NSW, the second youngest of 5 children. I grew up on a wheat sheep
farm not far from town and had a great childhood with plenty of room to roam. I attended Coolamon Central School, a school with only 300 students, from kindergarten to 4 th form (as it was
then called). It was a wonderful school and everyone knew everyone. I was fortunate in that I then
had to go to a much bigger school to do my final (Wagga High) 2 years. This helped me to adjust to
my next step of going to Sydney for university.
I love learning and I did well at school so I really enjoyed it. I went on to study industrial relations at UNSW and over
subsequent years studied organisational behaviour, business management and psychology.
My biggest influence growing up was my mother, although my father came a close second. Mum was a closet feminist
and insisted on the same education opportunities for her girls as the boys got and very strongly promoted the need to
be
independent.
She
frequently said “I don’t care what you do as long as you are happy”. It backfired on her a few times with me, for example, when I tore up a teachers scholarship even though money was tight and then when I turned around and said that I
was moving to Mt Isa for my first real job, but I think she was secretly proud and she loved living vicariously through
what I did.
I saw work as my avenue to have adventures, see different places and meet different people. I spent quite a lot of my
career
in
mining and mineral processing in (industrial relations and organisational development) and, as a result I lived in Nhulunbuy (NT - twice), PNG, Gladstone, and Townsville as well as Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. I also got to travel within
PNG, the Tanimi desert, NZ and Canada. Whenever possible, I made it my business to explore the local area as much as
possible. As a result I love camping and bushwalking which is why I love the Scenic Rim. My favourite place to live was
Nhulunbuy – an absolutely beautiful part of Australia with really interesting, friendly people.
In later years I worked in infrastructure – electricity transmission and distribution and water management. All of which I
found
interesting although my dream job was as Organisational Development Manager at Alcan, Gove. I also had a stint working in the public sector in women’s employment issues, prompted by my mother’s influence and my own first hand experiences of discrimination and harassment. This included the NSW Department of IR Women’s Directorate (where I cowrote the report of a tripartite Committee to Inquire into the Status of Women in Unregulated Employment), the Commonwealth’s Affirmative Action Agency (now called the Workplace Gender Equality Agency) and a secondment to the
Victorian Women’s Employment Branch. For a while in the late 80’s I was actively involved in promoting equal pay for
women and, when I moved to the NT became a member of the NT Women’s Advisory Council. I got to meet many influential and inspirational women through this work.
I married Steve in Gladstone in 1993. Funnily enough, I met him when I was giving the sexual harassment talk in the
new employee induction at QAL! We married in 1994 and I gained 2 teenage stepdaughters. Unfortunately, custody
and support arrangements were very unbalanced then so we didn’t get to have much influence with them growing up.
They are now settled in Gladstone and between them, we have 4 grandchildren who we visit as often as we are able.
At the end of 2017, I gave up full time employment and we moved permanently to Hillview and had the next 2 years
‘settling in’ and travelling. I am so grateful that we got some trips in before COVID hit. Just before that occurred, I secured a 3 month contract of part time work locally with Beaucare. That was over 2 years ago and I am still there. It has
been great to be able to make a contribution to such a wonderful organisation. It has been interesting learning about
the community services sector and pretty horrifying seeing the impacts of sex role segregation. The industry is overwhelmingly dominated by women doing really important work but the pay rates do not reflect this.
Our plans for our immediate future are to continue to enjoy our wonderful ‘Widgee’ and to get out and about in our
new camper trailer to explore more of Australia and to catch up with interstate family who we have not been able to
see for so long. We are also hoping that we will be able to do some more overseas travel in the not too distant future.
I usually have a serious saying for you but I saw this the other day and it made me laugh. I do, however,
realise it won’t apply to all…
I see people my age out there climbing mountains and zip lining and here I am feeling good about
myself because I got my leg through my underwear without losing my balance!
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Photos from our recent past—
setting up for a big Gourmet
Goodies and the
Christmas party held in the
Woodhill Hall.
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