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For those ladies not at the last meeting this is an address Mickey McKellar presented about her granddaughter Abbey. It pulls at the heart strings of all parents, grandparents and indeed caring people. As this affects girls (very rarely boys) could Zonta International support this research?
ABBEY’S  STORY

To begin this evening I would like to thank Zonta for the opportunity of addressing this meeting and speaking to you about a rare genetic disorder called Rett which has affected our beautiful granddaughter – Abbey White.  Little is known of Rett Syndrome and opportunities such as talking to you this evening will go a long way to creating awareness and in so doing will hopefully benefit the wonderful research which is beginning to have positive results.

And so I invite you on our journey – a journey that would change all of our lives forever.

The call came in the wee hours of Monday, 7th June, 2004 our 3rd granddaughter and 5th grandchild had arrived.  The name chosen for this beauty by her parents Rachael & Tom was Abbey Louise, a new sister and playmate for Eve Maree who would be turning 3 that November. Abbey was a couple of days old when we met the new addition to our rapidly expanding family.  She was perfect, a fair skinned doll with very dark hair and beautiful eyes.  Her weight, length and all vital statistics were normal. The paediatrician’s examination proved all was well apart from a slight heart murmur which was explained as being reasonably common and chances were Abbey would outgrow this minor defect. The first six months was one of progression for Abbey achieving all the expected milestones – reaching, grasping, eye contact, holding a cup, and normal interaction with the usual Mama, Dada and Bubba, as the spoken words. A little slow to sit up unaided caused no concern and similarly when Abbey chose to manoeuvre herself by rolling in preference to crawling there were no alarm bells ringing – many babies roll and drag in preference to the ‘traditional crawl’ and Abbey could certainly get to where she wanted to go in record time.

When at 12 months Abbey was still rolling from place to place and not attempting to stand or walk niggling little worries began to emerge.  Plus Abbey appeared to be extremely flexible, double jointed so to speak. Rachael decided to take Abbey for a consultation with a physiotherapist who was of the opinion Abbey had low muscle tone and something she referred to as low global development. Her opinion – regular exercise would aid in the strengthening of these muscles and all would be well. Digestive and gut problems emerged and dairy was removed from Abbey’s diet.  Soy products and rice milk replaced the dairy however nothing seemed to make a difference. Regular respiratory and ear infections plagued the little one who eventually went through the ordeal of surgery for the removal of adenoids and insertion of grommets – the theory being this would aid Abbey’s hearing which was being questioned because any sounds or words Abbey previously had were disappearing.  In fact Abbey was making no sounds at all except crying and whingeing in frustration for her needs to be addressed.  A hearing test after these procedures proved Abbey’s hearing was fine.

By this stage Abbey had undergone many medical tests and procedures all of which were invasive and painful especially for a little one not yet 2.  These included procedures such as lumbar puncture – horrific for one so young and traumatic for the parents. All this time, there were numerous visits to medical professionals and still no answers for Rachael and Tom and certainly nothing for Abbey. Autism was mentioned fairly frequently and it was almost a foregone conclusion, after all these tests, Abbey was autistic.  As Autism has various levels to the spectrum it seemed the only answer needed now was where did Abbey fit on the autism spectrum. Rachael began taking Abbey to “special playgroups” and “group therapy sessions” provided by Queensland Health.  Frequent visits to doctors, physiotherapists, occupational therapists and speech therapists became a regular occurrence in Rachael’s weeks.  Combine all this with looking after a growing Eve and the pending arrival of their third child Joseph and life was hectic to say the least.

A routine visit to the paediatrician and mention was made of Rett syndrome.  The paediatrician was of the opinion that one of Abbey’s many therapists would eventually raise the possibility that this could be Abbey’s problem and she felt compelled to explain the syndrome to Rachael.  However, she was confident this was NOT Abbey’s problem.

So what then is RETT?  Not being a professional I will not delve too much into the medical definition just a simple explanation of a rare genetic syndrome which, in the main, effects only girls and managed to turn our world upside down.

Rett Syndrome is a unique developmental disorder which was not recognized until 1983.  First presenting in infancy and seen almost always in girls, rarely seen in boys, it is caused by mutations on the X chromosome on a gene called MECP2 (pronounced meck-pea-two).  However, it is a spontaneous mutation/ and to date no parent has been proven to carry the gene.  Rett Syndrome strikes all racial and ethnic groups, and occurs worldwide in 1 of every 10,000 to 20,000 female births; although recent facts reveal  that in Australia an increase has seen it affect 1 in every 8,000 live births.  It is a developmental disorder.  It is NOT a degenerative disorder and it is often misdiagnosed as autism, cerebral palsy, or non-specific developmental delay.

Symptoms of the syndrome appear after an early period of apparently normal or near normal development until 6 to 18 months of life, when there is a slowing down or stagnation of skills.  A period of regression then follows when she loses communication skills and purposeful use of her hands.  Soon, stereotyped hand movements such as hand washing, gait disturbances, and slowing of the normal rate of head growth become apparent.  Other problems may include seizures and disorganized breathing patterns while she is awake.  In the early years, there may be a period of isolation or withdrawal when she is irritable and cries inconsolably.  Over time, motor problems may increase, but in general, irritability lessens and eye contact and communication improve.

Rett is confirmed with a simple blood test, however, because the Children’s Hospital at Westmead appears to be the only hospital, at least along the East Coast of Australia where the testing is carried out, in Rachael & Tom’s case it took 6 long months for confirmation that YES, Abbey, did in fact have Rett Syndrome. Of course the question most often asked is “What is Abbey’s life expectancy?” Due to the rarity of RETT very little is known about long term prognosis and life expectancy.  Most of those who have been identified are under 18 years of age.  It is often difficult to identify older girls and women due to the frequent lack of complete infant and childhood developmental records.  However, studies have determined that a girl with RETT has a 95% chance of surviving to age 20-25 years.

On Sunday, 14th June, 2009 Ashli Aitken, 10 year old daughter of Olympic cycling gold medalist and his wife Natalie died in her home city of Adelaide.  Ashli had undergone surgery to insert rods into her back to strengthen her spine and died from complications.  So you see there is no easy answer to the question of life expectancy.

By now you will have realised that the future for these little girls and their parents is to say the least – daunting.  

Loaded with all this information on leaving a supposed ‘routine paediatric visit’, I can barely imagine how Rachael felt as she and Abbey walked out to front the world – as a parent I know it would be soul destroying.

All every parent wants for their child is a loving, happy, productive and independent future – this would be denied Abbey.

Of course I am aware that there are many severely disabled children born every day and parents who suffer the same heartache as Rachael & Tom and older sisters and brothers like Eve and Joseph who will never know the pleasure of ‘normal play and interaction’ with their Abbey.  However, as a family we will continue to attempt to raise the profile of THIS particular neurological disorder with the hope that awareness will attract much needed funding into research; wonderful work that is being carried out by 
Professor John Christodoulou,  Director of the Genetics Program at the Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney.  Their long term dream is that some day they may be able to have newborn screening for Rett Syndrome, and then be able to start preventative treatments even before the girls show any signs of the disease.

Each November Rett Syndrome Australia set aside a week for a National Fund Raising Campaign (which has been set up by a group of volunteers who have daughters with Rett Syndrome).  Angel Week is dedicated to the “silent angels” – beautiful girls with piercing blue eyes.   Donations can be made via the Rett Syndrome Australia website and Angel ornaments can also be purchased with all monies going directly to research.

Abbey turned 5 just a few weeks ago.  Each school day she attends prep at Xavier Special School where she participates in a Conductive Education Programme. Sadly the Queensland Government have decided to reduce funding and close the school at the conclusion of this school year, much to the dismay and disappointment of the parents involved. Of course school is much more than reading, writing and arithmetic for Abbey and her little friends – its learning to communicate without words, standing unaided and struggling to walk without a mobile walker.  She loves music and has many happy moments listening to her new IPOD she received for her 5th birthday.  Bike riding is another of her favourite pastimes and when she “rides” her specially adapted bike around her suburban streets squealing with delight she is regularly greeted with “Hi Abbey” by many of the neighbourhood families.

Meanwhile life for Rachael, Tom, Eve and Joseph and the whole extended family goes on.  The day to day challenges that face Rachael and Tom are enormous as it has been acknowledged the level of care required for a child with Rett is identical to that of a High Level Quadriplegic – no easy task. Eve & Joseph have a sibling who cannot participate in normal games and activities and young cousins are left to wonder why Abbey at 5 doesn’t walk or talk. Out of adversity always comes good – without doubt Eve & Joseph will develop into caring, compassionate and understanding human beings.  The signs are already there and I would like to share a very special moment with you:

Rachael & Eve were in the car one day when Eve (now 7) said to her mother, “Mum, would you ever like to make time stand still?”, to which Rachael replied, “no never, I wouldn’t have you 3 if time had stood still”.  “Well, Mum” said Eve “I sometimes think I’d like to have time stand still and I would have a little sister I could play with again”.   Mind you these 3 siblings enjoy many moments of play – it’s just different.

As grandparents it is confronting and sad when at family get togethers our ‘silent angel’ most times is on the edge of activities – children being children they just want to get on with it and unintentionally Abbey can be easily overlooked.  Add to this the fact that the medical profession are uncertain how much a child with Rett Syndrome understands or how intelligent they are because of their communication problems and our sadness is magnified.

Abbey is a constant joy.  Her beautiful piercing eyes, her sparkling smile and her brave attempts to say “Pa” light up our lives.  She is a much loved and valued member of our family.

To finish I have saved the best for last – a series of photos portraying Abbey’s life to date, compiled by her dad, Tom.  You will see her as a bonny baby, sipping from a cup, hanging on to a swing and playing with her toys.  Then later pictures will show the hands being wrung or when an opportunity presents, placing them in her mouth – no longer using them in a purposeful way, having lost all her skills.

Thank you once again to Zonta International for the privilege of addressing your monthly meeting and remember Rett Research Australia’s motto:-

“To Know Them is to Love Them”

Care To-day                 -        Cure To-morrow

www.rettsyndrome.org
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Hi Ladies





August is definitely action! 





From ‘ Book Biz’ to Bowls to Food Fair, there’s work and fun for all.


 Peta and her committee have the Book Biz well in control and we will hear at our Tuesday meeting more of the finer details and if they would like some help. However, Peta did say her committee had everything in hand with all committee members involved – Great!





The CORES Charity Bowls went well and even illness and life’s busyness did not stop  ZONTA being represented every week.  We may not have won on the green but one of us did win something – find out about that Tuesday evening!





Organisation of our ‘Strawberries and Icecream’ stall at the Food Fair on August 30th is progressing well under the guidance of Raelene and Mary. It is wonderful to see an almost full roster at this stage of planning. If you haven’t joined the roster yet there are still a couple of spots where workload can be eased for other members. This will also be finalised at Tuesday’s meeting.





I received a letter from DG Vicki Varthas  reminding us about the District Conference. So far there are 130 delegates registered, 8 from our club.  Actually, there will be nine as one member has said she will be going but still needs to register. Let’s try for 10 from the Burdekin.  





Conferences are an excellent opportunity to meet other Zontians and to better understand how ZONTA works globally.  There will be voting on motions that you will have discussed at committee level and which we will vote on locally at our club meeting.  Conference speakers include our International President Beryl Sten and our Queensland Governor Penelope Wensley.





Jo received a surprise offer for our club which will be shared on Tuesday but it is one that will require everyone’s thoughtful response so informed discussion at committee level before a decision is made.





Our meeting on Tuesday is at the Tropical City where we welcome 


Margaret Culpan as our guest speaker.  We will commence our 


meeting at 6:30p.m.  See you there!





Rita
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Meeting Time


6pm for 6.30start





AUGUST MEETING


  TROPICAL CITY MOTEL








The Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month (except January) 





Postal Address                                        


PO Box 2204


AYR  Q  4807


  


�





ATTENDANCE


Sandi Milani is now our attendance officer.  Please advise Sandi by 10am on Monday if you cannot attend the meeting or are unable to stay for the meal.  


Sandi can be contacted on:





47821065  home phone    47833307   work phone Artcove





0427821065  mobile         email:  milanigs@tpg.com.au





Fees: 	Meeting & dinner $20


	Meeting only $5


	Fee if apology received $5


	Fee if no apology made $20











�	          


Tonight:  Beth Honeycombe


Next month (Sept): Leith Kennedy 





 


 


 Sandra


   �





Inaugural District 22 Conference 2009


INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT ATTENDING





Rydges Southbank Townsville 25-27 Sept 09 





Just to make this event extra special we are to be honoured with the presence of our International President Beryl Sten from Sweden.�This inaugural District Conference as District 22 will be the first opportunity when delegates and members from all Clubs in our District will gather to determine the future for our District and also our first District Conference outside of SE Queensland. 


Don't miss this opportunity. Our District Conference Chairman Ans Van Erp from the Zonta Club of Toowoomba is already planning a great weekend for us all to enjoy. She would also welcome your ideas and input. Ans can be contacted on 0408 181 992 or by Email


You can register for the conference NOW.  





 








 


 




















President:  


Rita Cranitch


Vice President:


Janice Micola


Minutes Secretary:


Ruth Diehm


Correspondence Secretary:


Leith Kennedy


Treasurer:


Lyndy McCathie


 


OMC


Janice Micola


SOW


Karen Clarke


SERVICE


Peta Bird


PR&C


Mary  Lynch











 My Mother taught me RELIGION “You’d better pray that will come out of the carpet.”





BUDDY SYSTEM:





Peta Bird			Lyndie McCathie


Rita Cranitch		Ruth Diehm


Karen Clarke	       	Majella Meehan


Pierina Dallecort		Giovanna Gabiola


MaryAnne Fraser  		Judy Scanlon


Jill Giddy	        		Beth Hancock


Raelene Grantz		Rosemary Menkens


Joan Heatley	       	Robyn Haller


Jan Hollingsworth   	  	Sandra Roncato


Beth Honeycombe  	Mary Lynch


Leith Kennedy		Janice Micola


Margaret Williams		Sandi Milani 





Ladies have you made contact with each other recently?








 





 














august 2009





UNITED NATIONS                                Margaret Williams





Zonta International service has been closely linked with the United Nations since Zonta expressed support for the fledgling UN in 1946.  As an international non-governmental organisation (NGO), Zonta brings women’s concerns to the UN, suggests solutions, draws public attention to issues and encourages its members to participate at the local level.


Zonta maintains representatives of its UN Committee at UN sites in Geneva, New York, Paris and Vienna.  Committee members attend UN conferences.


Coming up on September 21 is International Day of Peace, promoted by the UN and supported by Zonta.  Anyone anywhere can celebrate Peace Day.  It can be as simple as lighting a candle at noon, taking some time out to have a think or just making sure your family and co-workers are aware of it.  The impact of people all over the world acknowledging this day can be enormous.














COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP – President Rita Cranitch


Status of Women	PR & Communications		Service			Organisation & Membership


Karen Clarke (C)		Mary Lynch (C)			Peta Bird (C)		Janice Micola (C)


Margaret Williams		Robyn Haller (NL Ed)		Raelene Grantz		Sandra Roncato (Dep Tr)


Sandi Milani (Att Off)	Jan Hollingsworth			Beth Honeycombe		Lyndy McCathie


Giovanna Gabiola		Mary Anne Fraser			Judy Scanlan		Rosemary Menkens


Jill Giddy		  					Pierina DalleCorte		Beth Hancock


Leith Kennedy						Ruth Diehm		Majella Meehan


 										Joan Heatley		





ORGANISATION & MEMBERSHIP     Janice Micola


  


The OMC committee met on 4.8.09 at Lyndy's Board Room.


Members available to work at the food fair have already registered their time slot and there were no other members able to attend.


The day of the IWD breakfast/brunch was discussed and the majority felt that it would be ideal to continue having the function on 8 March each year. However if our guest speaker who was unable to attend on the day then it would be more beneficial to arrange a new date for that particular year only.


Discussed the membership guideline once again and have fine tuned it. Committee chairs will receive a copy at their next committee meeting.


President Elect - mmmmm. Interesting conversations occurred. There are potential members whom we feel sure could step up to the occasion but felt that they would need to have a year at least on Board to gain more experience.


Conference motions were spoken about and we mainly agreed to go with the positive approach but at the same time that motion B2 could do with further discussions. We feel confident that Rita would certainly vote to the best advantage to the Club.


 We are all very happy to move with the Dinner/wine evening and some of the members were going to do a little more research.


We are all excited about the meeting being held at a new venue and hope that all goes well and we will once again have a place to meet for the dinner meeting.








 








�





PUBLIC RELATIONS & COMMUNICATION  Mary Lynch


Our small group phone conferenced.  We discussed Wine & Cheese and felt positive towards it especially with Cloves having a fine reputation for good food so felt the cost would be acceptable. We still think the Tapas Night is worth pursuing with a better management team in place.  Re gifts for next Area Conference it was thought mango chutney could be appropriate with all participating in a “chutney cook up” at someone’s place. Dried Mango was also mentioned and some of us have driers so that could be a possibility also. We are waiting on the OMC new guidelines to discuss, Conference Motions will be handed to our group to go over. Food Fair roster is in hand. Re IWD we feel that the week day, in other words 8th March was always popular but we need to have the guest speaker and the recipient of the morning’s proceeds to be clearly noted on all advertising prior to the event, be that word of mouth, flyers and/or local newspapers.  





 SERVICE CHAIRMAN                                        Peta Bird


Book Biz.  Art work is to be put up on Friday 21st August and taken down on Monday 31st August.  Remember more hands make light work.


 








I attended a reunion of a group of school friends (4 of us) on Magnetic Island in early July.  We together with respective husbands and children had about 5 days there.  I had not seen one of the girls for about 15 years, although have sort of kept in touch with Christmas Cards, and "the grape vine".


It was really great to catch up after all of this time having decided about 2 years ago to do it this year on Magnetic Island.  We all went to school at St Pats, so the island has  some significance for us. Of course, we have made the resolutions about it not taking as long to catch up like that again!! Two of the group are from interstate, and two of us from Townsville (if you can include me as being from Townsville!!).It's good to keep up the old friendships and funny how, even after all these years, our views and interests are still so similar.                                                                 Majella


.................................................................................................................








Apparently the Australian Medical Association has weighed in on the economic stimulus package...


Allergists voted to scratch it, but the Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves.


The Gastroenterologists had sort of a gut feeling about it, but the Neurologists thought the Administration had a lot of nerve.


The Obstetricians felt they were all labouring under a misconception.


Ophthalmologists considered the idea short sighted.


Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while Paediatricians said “Oh, grow up!”


The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the Radiologists could see right through it.


Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing.


The Internists thought it was a bitter pill to swallow, and the Plastic Surgeons said, “This puts a whole new face on the matter.”


The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the Urologists were pissed off at the whole idea.


The Anaesthetists thought the whole idea was a gas, and the Cardiologists didn’t have the heart to say no.


In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the entire decision up to the assholes in Canberra.    





 








AREA MEETING APRIL 2010                   Raelene Grantz


 Just a quick update as to how we are going so far.


Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th April 2010


The venue for the 2 day conference will be The Pantry Door after we went through all the positives and negatives about a couple of venues.  The Saturday night dinner will be at Cloves restaurant, before dinner we will be showcasing our beautiful town at pre dinner drinks and nibbles at the council chambers with a short presentation from the council, then moving on to Cloves for dinner.


Yes we are going with the bag kindly donated by Lyndy for everyone, that we showed at the last meeting.  Planning of the budget is well on the way.


We are looking for ideas for a raffle, ideally to be donated.  Looking for a high attendance from the Burdekin Zonta ladies, so don't forget to put these dates in your diaries for next year.








International Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.zonta.org" ��www.zonta.org�


District Website: � HYPERLINK "http://zontadistrict22.org/" ��http://zontadistrict22.org/�


Club Website: � HYPERLINK "http://burdekin.zontadistrict22.org/" ��http://burdekin.zontadistrict22.org/�











BOARD NOTES                                             Ruth Diehm


Following is the board news. 


1: Meeting venue, time, cost and cut off apology time will be emailed by Sandi. 2: Charity bowls evenings going well. Rita will be our club celeb on the 9th August. Need 2 more members to play on her team. 3: Book Biz- Schools have been contacted and things are progressing well. Setting up organised for 21st Aug. 4: Food Fair Strawberries and Ice-cream are on the menu. Mary is drawing up the roster.  5: IWDBreakfast. Plans underway. 6: Committees to discuss Wine and Dinner evening. Preferred Day and time for IWD breakfast and membership guidelines.  


  





Bowls Night- 24th July What a night, what stars we were at bowling. haha.  Ruth, Pierina, Gwen (pro bowler) and myself bowled together on the night. Yes our team won a prize.  Of course you are thinking 1st prize, well not exacting. 1st prize at the bottom.  Yes we got a pen for winning the least amount of ends. Remember it doesn't matter where you come as long as you have a good time and of course the money went to a good course.  Pierina and I even tried to improve our bowling by having a Cruizer but that didn't even help.  Thanks for a good night ladies.                          		                   Raelene


...........................................................................................


You might have read in the paper – Neville is away with 11 other golfers in Scotland for the British Golf Open. They had their formal meeting with the Mayor of Ayr, Scotland on Tuesday and were given a small reception.                                                                       Karen


......................................................................................................


 I have a packed social calendar coming up with events across the electorate.  Burdekin Craft Spectacular this weekend where I have the honour of presenting prizes and also drawing the winner of the sewing machine giveaway. Then I'm off to support the boys in pink - the Burdekin Rugby Union Club - for their Ladies Day on Saturday at Casalegno Park. The rugby boys are wearing pink jerseys this week to show their support for Breast Cancer Awareness. Saturday night I'll travel to Bowen to take part in the Bowen State High School Student Council Deb of the Year fundraiser. I look forward to seeing the beautifully dressed young ladies and their handsome partners. The following Monday the Home Hill State School is holding their annual Book Fair and officially unveiling the Jamie Durie Garden that was reward for the great work of the Year 6 Bright Sparks Then a little further into August there's the celebrations surrounding Seniors Week, National Meals on Wheels Day and of course the Burdekin Water Festival. Attending Parliament in the midst of all this local activity. Getting out and about in our community is something I enjoy & I hope to see many of you during the course of these events.        Rosemary


................................................................................................................


 We surprised our daughter in Melbourne with a visit before they all headed off to Perth.  As she had just come out of hospital and was still a bit groggy, she woke up in the morning and asked “Are my parents here?” Surprises are such fun and we had a wonderful time.    Ruth





From the manual Educating the members Page 132


How may Zonta Clubs establish international relations?  Clubs may interact with other Zonta Clubs in any country informally or more formally by adopting  joint programmes, exchanges etc.  The Member Networking Directory on the Website is one method of arranging communication and special relationships between members and clubs.


What is a study tour?


The study tour gives the individual Zontian the opportunity to visit Zonta Clubs in many different countries, to see local service projects, and to learn about the status of women as well as the customs and cultures of the countries.  The first study tour in 1981 visited Asia.  In 1991, study tours became a district-organised activity commencing with a study tour in Oregan USA.  Sometimes a study tour is organized before or after the international convention.  A study tour must be approved by the ZI Board.  Additional information is available from ZI headquarters.


How may a club establish exchange programmes?


Professional Exchanges:  ZI encourages person-to-person, informal exchanges between Zontians sharing a profession in order to observe how that profession is practiced in another country.  The Member Networking Directory on the website provides an opportunity for contacts within classifications.


Student Exchanges: ZI recommends that Zontians arrange private exchanges or partner with other organisations with established youth exchange programmes such as Rotary Youth Exchange.


................................................................................................


GUEST SPEAKER THIS MEETING


DR MARGARET CULPAN 


on her outback medical experiences.


................................................................................................


If you enjoy a great read:  Wild Swans is a true story by the author Jung Chang about her grandmother, her mother and herself.  It is a tale of extraordinary cruelty and bravery, of death and survival.  Breathtaking in its scope, unforgettable in its descriptions of China’s long nightmare, it is both an important work of history and a remarkable human document.                                                                        








Calendar of Events 2009 – 2010


Jly  09        Aug 09         Sept 09          Oct 09          Nov 09         Dec 09�
�
Charity bowls     Book Biz           Dist 22 Conf         Birthing Kits       Zonta Int          Christmas Party


End month         21-29              25-27                                    Birthday  


                                      Food Fair


                                      Select Pres Elect           �
�
�
�
Jan 10         Feb 10           March 10         April 10       May 10          June 10 �
�
Driver            First Meeting       Annual fees due      World Health     Club birthday       Changeover  


Reviver 26                           IWD/Yellow Rose     Day               AGM    


                                      Day                  Area Workshop    Relay for Life 


                                      Burdekin Zonta       (burdekin)         Biggest Morning


                                      Woman of                               Tea 


                                      Achievement 


                                                                    





I received this from one frustrated Chairman on a failed attempt at a meeting.


RE OUR COMMITTEE MEETING                       


There was wonderful harmony,


Peace, tranquillity, and good humour


Unanimous train of thought


Extreme enthusiasm


But alas VERY VERY LONELY


ALONE, as in ONE, solo Maria !


Like I said, I’ll have to look at changing my brand of deodorant!


 








STATUS OF WOMEN                                  Karen Clarke





Fundraiser – Dinner and wine evening at Cloves


Karen contacted Cloves and waiting for sample menus – committee in agreement with the concept


Charity Bowls – Celebrity Day Rita will represent us as President, Raelene supporting her and Giovanna attending as a celebrity (business owner)


District conference – Motions –Rita to vote on our behalf. Need a second person should Rita unexpectedly be unavailable – need to see who is attending Townsville conference. Committee would support the motions put forward.


President Elect – need someone to follow on when Rita has finished her term as president – no–one volunteering


Score Card for Zonta Projects – based on supporting information we should take back to the club to see if we have been following Zonta Int guidelines for the projects we have had to date as perhaps we have not.


IWD for 2010 – where/guest speaker etc


KC contacted Rosemary’s office – she is away – Dame Carol Kidu is the PNG parliamentarian– Rosemary’s staff to forward message. Tentatively booked Cloves


Date – Sat 6th or Mon 8th rather than Sunday (but depends on availability of speaker) – no preference over as Saturday or Monday.











