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From the President 
Dear Zontians
Our guest for our February meeting will be our Area 6 Director, Ans Van Erp, who is visiting our club for the first time. I am sure Ans will speak to us on a range of topics, however, if you have anything you wanted to raise, or questions answered, Ans has a wealth of knowledge about Zonta.
Our club continues to grow - we will be inducting another new member on Monday night! There are so many new, eager faces at our meetings, so we must all make sure we get to know each other. This meeting we will be drawing a number for our seats for the evening - a great way of getting to know others.
Amy Mullens, Helen Walker & myself are off to Dalby for the Area Workshop next weekend, so there will be lots of new ideas and information we will bring back. There is always such a wonderful & energising feeling at meetings such as this, and I encourage you all to consider attending, even for one day.
Pam Van de Hoef is currently experiencing difficult and sad times with her family, and will be unable to attend meetings for the foreseeable future. Our thoughts are with Pam and her family, but we will stay in touch, and offer whatever support we can.
Until our next meeting …
 

Leonie
[image: image4.emf]
FEBRUARY MEETING DETAILS

MONDAY 26th February
6.15pm for 6.45pm 

at the Ipswich Club
Business Meeting
Ans Van Erp
IMPORTANT 

please phone 
Robyn Hargreaves
32889804
if

· you are bringing a guest
· apologies 
· any special dietary requests 
(e.g. a vegetarian meal)
before
7.15 am Friday 23rd 
February
REMINDER: If apologies are not received by stipulated time of the meeting week, you are required to pay for the cost of the dinner. The Treasurer will send you an invoice.
REMINDER: If it is an ordinary night you only need to phone if you are NOT coming to the meeting … but if it is a guest night then ALL members should phone to indicate whether they are coming or not. 
From our club’s archives
June 1987
[image: image5.emf]Yellow roses will bloom in nursing home gardens around Ipswich as a gift from the Zonta Club of West Moreton . 
The rose was especially developed and named “The Zonta Rose” several years ago but it has only recently become available in Australia.

A batch of the rose bushes arrived in Ipswich last week and they are now being distributed free to nursing homes.
Rose bushes will also be presented to several local councils.

I wonder how many of them are still blooming after 20 years?
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Pam S

(Archivist)
Update on the Wollemi Pine
“Wolly” is the only thing surviving in the McMahon garden during this prolonged drought – no doubt due to Jennifer’s loving care and attention.

PS. She even let the parsley die!!

Birthdays
The January and February birthday girls got together on Sunday 11th February for Coffee & Chat at Figjam. We had a lovely time and have decided to make it a regular event.
Where are the March – April girls going?

Jennifer, Alison, Vicky, Suzanne, Jan, Gaye, Maria S, Tina, Maria K, Sue W, Maria 
Committee Reports
Program

There is no speaker for the February (business meeting) but we are fortunate to have Ans Van Erp visiting us at this meeting. Our committee is in the process of organising the speakers for March and May (Changeover).

 

At the next meeting, could
Carolyn Maddox do grace and 
Gaye Anderson do the toast please.
Amy
Status of Women

Plans are well under way for the International Women’s Day Breakfast and ticket sales are going well so far. 
Could everyone please have all their tickets sold and money collected by our next meeting on 26th February. 
Good news - we were successful in getting a small grant of $450 from the Queensland Government to help run the event.
Marie K

Newsletter

Thank you very much to all the contributors this month. It makes such a difference to production to have all the information so promptly on hand. 
Joc
Finance and Fund Raising
Following the last meeting it was decided we would go ahead with Arias on the 17th.  However, since the meeting and a quick check on the numbers, I made an executive decision to cancel the Arias on that date.  My initial thought was to have it later in the year and the only date available at Booval House is the 27th October, 2007.  What do you think about this date?  If that seems OK we will go ahead and plan for that date.  Otherwise suggest that we have a rest this year and we book for March next year now.  
 
I have a suggestion for fund raising this year and that is to have a Garage Sale at our house.  We have a heap of gear we need to find new homes for and I am sure there are many others in that boat.  We would need to do before it gets too cold as I have had winter garage sales and would prefer not to relive the experience.  Suggest the second weekend in May.  If you are keen to move on this please drop me an email at Pamkath@bigpond.net.au.
 
Also looking at organising a Little Theatre theatre night. Details at the next meeting.
Pam L

Membership

Congratulations to the club! We now have 45 members with the probable induction of two more new members at the next meeting and another in the pipeline! So after a BIG GROWTH, we need to enter a period of consolidation to nurture and retain  … a bit like gardening.(After the drought, lots of lovely rain!!!) 
The District Committee has always endorsed a mentoring system, which has been successful in other Clubs. So, after names were pulled out of the hat, these are the mentors for the recently joined members for this past Zonta year: 

Kathleen Campbell / Bev Johnson

Jan Akroyd Bailey/ Dianne Maccheroni

Annette Wood/ Pam v.d. Hoef

Karen McArdle/ Robyn Hargreaves

Kate Kunzelmann/ Kath Evatt

Vicki Yorston/ Glen Walters

Joselyn Quinn/ Myrtle Green

Jenny McFarland / Helen Walker

Suzanne Williams/ Maria Stevenson

To explain the mentoring role, give the new members an overview of our Zonta Club and to get to know all the new members and make them feel very welcome, there will be a meeting of the MENTORS, NEW and PRESENT MEMBERS at the Humanities Building, Ipswich on 20th. March @ 6.15 for 6.30pm. 

Gillian

Luzeiro Literacy Project

We have been very fortunate to have a personal connection with the First Lady of Timor-Leste, Kirsty Sword Gusmao, who alerted us to the needs of the Luziero – Women’s Literacy Project being co-ordinated by Ms Albina Freitas in Lospalos. 
On request, she sent us the following information about the project:

An adult literacy class aimed at local women has been run by Luzeiro over the past 6 months with the financial support of a Portuguese NGO. This funding ran out in August 2006, and we are now seeking a small grant to be able to guarantee the continuation of this program for the benefit of the 35 women who have participated in the course to date. Grant assistance would also enable us to extend this program to other beneficiaries including widows and young women school leavers. 

Over 50% of Timorese women are illiterate. As a consequence, their ability to participate in the social, political and economic life of their new nation is severely limited. Literacy classes would focus on providing the women participants with the basic reading and writing skills they need to be able to gain access to information via the media and to develop small business activities. 

As a local partner organization of the Alola Foundation in Dili, (http://www.alolafoundation.org) Luzeiro would  have the benefit of the technical back up and communications facilitation of the organisation’s Chairwoman, Ms Kirsty Sword Gusmao.

The project required $US5000 for basic educational needs such as staffing, pencils, exercise books and this was put to our club and others for consideration. It is very heartening to report that so far we have sent nearly $A2000 donated from our Zonta Club, the Ipswich Girls’ Grammar School Z Club and The Women’s Group in Rosewood. 
When approached, The Rotary Club of Ipswich North has been generous in seeking wider support and at this stage is negotiating with the Rotary network and it looks as if we shall have at least the amount asked for and most likely much more. As well, the Zonta Club of Sydney has contacted me and is looking into how they too can help.

We are thrilled to be able to help, even in a small way, the women of Timor-Leste, and urge anyone who would like to be involved in this project to contact our club as the need is very great.
Maria Stevenson

[image: image7.emf]
[image: image8.emf]
[image: image9.emf]
[image: image10.emf]
[image: image11.emf]
[image: image12.emf]

[image: image13.png]



[image: image14.jpg][m\| Zonta Club
Ié\ of West Moreton Area

Member of Zonta International





Jenny McFarland
I started my life in England and then immigrated to Australia when I was 5. I grew up in Sydney then left for the country to study agriculture when I was 17.
My agricultural career started in the dairy industry then progressed to pig husbandry and later to horse husbandry. A natural progression was to then become a wool classer which gave me many opportunities to travel and work in remote parts of Australia. My adventures then took me overseas to Pakistan and Afghanistan where I had the opportunity to work with refugees in the border camps.

This experience opened my heart to the plight of the homeless, especially mothers and babies and took me on my next adventure. At the age of 25 I graduated with a bachelor of health science and two years later became a midwife. For the last 12years I have been working with mothers and babies, as well as raising my three children now aged 12, 10, and 8.

Last year I was fortunate to be able to go to Vietnam and work with homeless young pregnant girls at a shelter in Ho Chi Min City. This was a wonderful experience and has opened many doors for me. I now teach English to a group of Vietnamese at Darra and also work with the homeless young mothers at St Mary’s hostel at Toowong. 

My family and I now live in Anstead on 2.5 acres. I have 2 lovely horses one of which I ride and compete in dressage whenever I get the chance. I enjoy growing our own vegies and practising sustainable living at any given opportunity. 

[image: image15.emf]
Kate Kunzelmann

I am very pleased to join Zonta, as an extension of my longstanding commitment to the Ipswich community.  
I am an experienced Marriage Celebrant, who loves the job and the interaction with people at the

important times in their lives.  

In addition, I now work as Electorate Secretary to fellow Zontian, Councillor Sheila Ireland. In this way, I can help Sheila to take care of the residents of Division 9 of the Ipswich City Council. This

position uses the skills and understandings that I have achieved in previous politically related positions. 

I have one adult son, Alex, and a partner, John, who I hope to be able to introduce to fellow Zontians sometime soon. 
I thank the Zonta group for their warm acceptance of new members and look forward to a long association with the club. 

Please check the FEBRUARY
Members Lists to ensure all details are correct.
Tell someone from the newsletter team if there are any discrepancies.
Member News
Congratulations

Marie K has been appointed to the position of Associate Professor in the School of Accounting, Finance and Economics at The University of Southern Queensland. She will commence duties there in July. Congratulations Marie from all members on this great achievement.

 

Carolyn has completed her degree with incredible marks – high distinctions galore – congratulations Carolyn.
Jennifer has passed the half way mark with her studies and this year goes to St Lucia campus for one of her classes.
Diane’s husband Michael has been awarded his PHD with accolades from around the world for his outstanding work. Congratulations go to Michael.
Pam Lane has been reappointed 

as District Manager of West Moreton Health … but now the job includes the South Burnett region as well! Congratulations Pam
Travel

We are a well travelled group! 

This month alone… and these are just the ones the newsletter team got to hear about.

Heather – South America

Kathleen – Tasmania

Margaret – New Zealand

Joselyn – New Zealand

We look forward to hearing about all the adventures!
Seven Days in Portugal

Whilst I have travelled quite extensively in Europe over the years, last October marked my first visit to Portugal and it proved to be one of the highlights of my three and a half months of travel through Japan, Europe and the UK. 
My overall impression is of a bright, light-hearted country and the following images will remain with me for a long time:

· the Residencial Alegria in Lisboa, a delightful small hotel with crisp, embroidered sheets and french windows through which wafted the noises of a local street, of people talking and of music playing.

· buildings of faded glory with tiny wrought-iron balconies and tiled facades

· cobbled side streets, wide leafy boulevards and paved footpaths like mosaics

· impressive statues and innumerable tiny bars

· the sea lies at the heart of Portugal’s past and present and this is recalled in the imposing monument of Henry the Navigator looking out to the New World

· seafood – codfish and cream, a delicious Portuguese specialty and grilled sardines –  also the nicest olives I have ever tasted.

· the incredible sixteenth century Monastery of Jeronimas – 900 metres long.

· wild flamingos in marsh land beside the wide Tagus River, spanned by the 17 kilometre long Vasco da Gama Bridge.

· white washed villages of the Portuguese countryside

· olive groves; eucalyptus plantations; orchards of lemons, limes and oranges; plantations of cork trees.

· the small town of Evora with its Romanesque, Gothic cathedral containing altars in Baroque, Roccoco and Moorish styles as well – the whole history of architecture in one church!

· the University in Evora, the cloisters and lecture rooms of which are lined with scenes made from blue and white ceramic tiles

· the narrow, hilly streets, small balconies, many windowed facades and washing adorned buildings of Oporto, the home of Port

· the spectacular concert hall in the shape of a crystal

· Oporto’s waterfront of restaurants, breweries, apartments at the base of its ravine-like river banks.

Eirys
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Zonta Events





Date: March 8th


Unifem Breakfast


























Date: March 26th


March Dinner meeting









































Birthdays


Helen has had a significant birthday this month so she will be keen to continue celebrating with others who have birthdays in January – February – March


Gillian, Carolyn, Marie, Sheila, Heather, Jennifer, Alison, Joselyn, Vicky and Jan
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from the Zonta International Manual of Procedures for Zonta Clubs …. Part 1 Section 4 Page 32.





Our Annual Meeting is in April so our nominating committee will be busy over the next few weeks. Below is information on the nominating committee


 


THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE


All clubs are required to have a nominating committee. The nominating committee seeks suitably qualified candidates for elected positions.


 


The nominating committee consists of at least three members who are knowledgeable about the Zonta club, its members and the qualifications required for each club office position. They need to identify potential nominees, and make nominations according to the qualifications that will best suit each office.


 


Election of members of the Nominating Committee


 


Election of members to the nominating committee may take place at the election meeting allowing the nominating committee a full year to identify future office bearers.


The club board fills vacancies on the nominating committee.


The president is not an ex-officio member of this committee.
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NAME BADGES


It is especially important that all members remember to wear their name badges.





 With the wonderful increase in membership, it is an easy way to get to know who’s who quickly!





Maria K’s Lily Rose





Thanks to Pam Lane for all the wonderful photographs





Gaye with son Dax





Three generations of Anderson women


 L to R … Charne, Celeste, Gaye, Amity 





New Member Profiles





 A busy start to 2007 for the Anderson family – the wedding at the Gold Coast





URGENT  Past copies of  The Zontian are required to include in the folder of information given to new members. Pease give them to Gillian or any one else on the Membership Committee








� EMBED Photoshop.Image.6 \s ���





Building East Timor's Women-Power
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Sword-Gusmao says women need to be involved at the formative stage of East Timor's development.
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The Vasco da Gama Bridge across the River Tagus, east of Lisbon
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