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From the President 
Dear Zontians,
Jazz Tracks is generating a lot of interest, so don't delay in  purchasing your tickets (through Pam Lane), and distributing the information to your friends, family and work colleagues. The company that will be doing the sound and lighting are very enthusiastic about the night and are going to provide some great lighting effects, which will add even more to the evening.
Congratulations to Marie Kavanagh and the Status of Women committee and to the club members who also assisted on the day of the International Women's Day breakfast. I have had a lot of positive feedback on the morning. I also noticed with pleasure how many younger women attended.
There will be two more new members inducted at the March meeting - Anne Matyear & Angela Yates. It is with much pleasure we welcome them into the club.
Two resignations (Myrtle, Luella) have been received and several leaves of absence (Jennifer, Carolyn, Pam V de H, Narelle, Karen O) all necessitated by work or family commitments.
We all lead such busy lives and unfortunately there are times when activities must be rationalised. We wish all these members well for the future and 
look forward to their return to the club.
I would like to wish Cheryl Klaassen all the best for her upcoming sojourn in hospital - I 
am sure she will be busier than ever once she is bionic woman with her new hip!
As the AGM is rapidly approaching, the annual report from each committee must be presented in April and then printed for distribution at the change over dinner in May. These reports are also forwarded to Zonta International, through area and district levels, so it is vitally important that all are received. It is an opportunity for each committee to highlight the great work that has been done this year, so please make it a priority in your busy agendas.
 

Regards
Leonie
Pam V de H sends her regards to all the Zontians. She is planning a table for the Jazz Tracks event.
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MARCH MEETING DETAILS

MONDAY 26th March
6.15pm for 6.45pm 

at the Ipswich Club
Business Meeting
IMPORTANT 

please phone 
Robyn Hargreaves
32889804
if

· you are bringing a guest
· apologies 
· any special dietary requests 
(e.g. a vegetarian meal)
before
7.15 am Friday 23rd 
March
REMINDER: If apologies are not received by stipulated time of the meeting week, you are required to pay for the cost of the dinner. The Treasurer will send you an invoice.
REMINDER: If it is an ordinary night you only need to phone if you are NOT coming to the meeting … but if it is a guest night then ALL members should phone to indicate whether they are coming or not. 
Z CLUB

The IGGS Z Club is off to an enthusiastic start with 30 girls attending the first meeting of the year. 
[image: image5.emf]Each year level, from Years 7 to 12, is represented and it is pleasing to note a particularly enthusiastic representation from Year 8. This bodes well for the future of the club. 
Zonta members will be delighted to know that one of our ‘Zonta Babies’, Chloe Johnston, daughter of Bev, is one of the Year 7 members.
The girls are currently discussing their first fundraising venture so I shall keep you informed of their plans.

Eirys

Knitters wanted urgently
New born AIDS affected babies born on the African continent, many of which are sent home from hospital wrapped in newspaper for warmth, need your help. You can help by either knitting small jumpers for these babies or donating 8 ply wool or both.
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Birthdays
Tina is organising the April/May/June birthday dinner. Amy turns the big 30 in June so the second quarter girls are waiting till then to celebrate their birthdays.   
An extract from the Feb Board minutes indicates that other organisers are:
 1st quarter – Helen Walker
2nd quarter – Tina Kelly
3rd quarter – Kath Everett
4th quarter – Pat Evatt 
Committee Reports
Program

Duties for this month:
Tina Kelly - Zonta Grace 
Amy Mullens - Toast
Amy

Finance and Fund Raising

A form has been developed for applications for financial support from the club.  
The form is currently in draft form and has been attached as part of the March Newsletter so that members can peruse it before the March General Meeting. Comments will be invited at the meeting. 
The instigation of this new form will allow the club to gain consistent and appropriate information from applicants regarding their proposed projects. It will also simplify the recommendation process for each request so that we can, in confidence, allocate our fundraising dollars in an effective manner.  
The form is proposed to be printed in as a booklet and hence fits onto 1 A4 page.
The next fund raising event is Jazz Tracks, to be held on the Powerhouse Terraces at the Workshops Rail Museum, on the 12 th May, 2007.

Tickets are $50.00 each, and tables of 10 can be booked, (no reduction in price), or individual tickets.

The concept is like Arias – gates will open at 5 pm, and guests will bring their own picnics and drinks. 
The tables will have white linen cloths on them, so bring along whatever else you would like to create a mood for your table – the only requirement is no candles not in a container (e.g. can be on a plate, or in a glass holder, so that the wax is caught).
There will be a blanket area for students, at $30.00, and guests are most welcome to bring their blankets to sit closer while the performance takes place.
Dress is smart casual.

Please email the invitations forwarded to all members to all your friends, workmates and colleagues.
If you have any further queries, please call me on 3201 0506 or 0423 772 474.
I know that by working together, this function will be every bit as successful as all our others.

Get in early and book your table.

 
Membership
Magnetic Zonta name badges at the cost of $12 can be ordered from Gillian. No more nasty pin holes in the material of your beautiful clothes!
HOW OLD IS YOUR ZONTA MANUAL?! Get up to date with a new one at about $16.
REMINDER - DINNER FEES ARE NOW $25.

JOIE DWYER will be the new mentor for Joselyn Quinn, as Myrtle Green is sadly resigning. We wish Myrtle ‘well’. Myrtle is staying on our mailing list for Zonta events, so we will still see her! 
A very successful new members night was held on Tuesday March 20. Sixteen members attended to support our new members. 
Eirys gave a very informative talk on the structure of Zonta. Just when we were wondering why she was reaching for her umbrella – at night in Ipswich where there was minimal chance of rain! – she finished with a beautiful analogy of how the umbrella represents all the facets of the structure of Zonta International. For those of us present it was a very strong image of the power of the organisation and the benefits of belonging to it.

Committee chairs followed with insights into the responsibilities of the various committees and how they worked. All managed to convey the camaraderie that develops from working to-gether.
Special thanks to Jan A-B (who unfortunately could not stay) for the leaflets she prepared and for the platters of cheese and biscuits
      Gillian

Committee Reports
United Nations
“To change the world, you have to learn the world.”

K. Couric, CBS News Anchor US
K. Couric chaired an event called “Girls Speak Out” which was organized as part of the recent two week session of the United Nations’ Commission on the Status of Women. 
More than 2,000 women and girls from around the world joined government delegates in seeking solutions to curb discrimination and violence against girls, a priority theme of this year’s session.
Participants were reminded of the following facts:

· 55 million girls are not attending school.

· Millions of school-aged girls work in domestic service.

· An estimated 40% of child soldiers are girls.

· More than 60% of young people aged 15 to 25 years of age living with HIV and AIDS are female.
As Zontians, we are currently making some contribution towards redressing this state of affairs in two countries.
In the 2006-2008 Biennium Zonta International is supporting the Afghan  Institute of Learning’s community based efforts to educate Afghan women and girls (US$100,000) 
In Bolivia Zonta is funding a CARE project to improve the Bolivian government’s existing night courses to better meet the needs of working girls and young women aged 13 to 25 years (US$250,000).

        Eirys
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Please check the MARCH
Members Lists to ensure all details are correct.

Tell someone from the newsletter team if there are any discrepancies.
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Karen McArdle
I am very excited about being a Zontian. 
I was born in Brisbane, went to local schools and received a scholarship to Mount Gravatt College of Advanced Education. After completing a Diploma of Teaching I began my teaching career at Greenbank State School. It was at this school that I met and married my husband Alex.
We have two wonderful children - Lachlan (20) and Ellie (16). 
In 1985, Alex began teaching at Ipswich Grammar School and we moved into one of the school boarding houses. 
In 1995 I began working at Ipswich Girl’s Grammar School with the introduction of Year 7. The primary section of the school continued to grow and I am now the Head of the Junior School responsible for 300 children Years P-6.
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I look forward to getting to know my fellow Zontians and working with them in partnership. 
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History

Ever since 15,000 New York women took to the streets to protest the inequality of the early 1900s, March 8 has been recognised as a day to celebrate the achievements and capabilities of women.

While International Women's Day is about commemorating the advancements that women have made since the early beginnings of feminism, the United Nations warns that it's also the day of the year when attention should be paid to areas in which more can be done.

In 2007, all over the world, around March 8, political rallies, business conferences, networking events and social functions took place in order to inspire women, commemorate their importance, and highlight areas of ongoing inequality and repression.

International Women's Day first emerged from the activities of labour movements at the turn of the twentieth century in North America and across Europe.

1909: The first National Women's Day was observed in the United States on February 28. The Socialist Party of America designated this day in honour of the 1908 garment workers' strike in New York, 
where women protested against working conditions.

1910: The Socialist International, meeting in Copenhagen, established a Women's Day, international in character, to honour the movement for women's rights and to build support for achieving universal 

suffrage for women. The proposal was greeted with unanimous approval by the conference of over 100 women from 17 countries, which included the first three women elected to the Finnish Parliament. No fixed date was selected for the observance.

1911: As a result of the Copenhagen initiative, International Women's Day was marked for the first time (March 19) in Austria, Denmark, 
Germany and Switzerland, where more than 1 million women and men attended rallies. In addition to the right to vote and to hold public office, they demanded women's rights to work, to vocational training and to an end 

to discrimination on the job.

1913-14: International Women's Day also became a mechanism for protesting World War I. As part of the peace movement, Russian women observed their first International Women's Day on the last Sunday in February. Elsewhere in Europe, on or around March 8 of the following year, women held rallies either to protest the war or to express solidarity with other activists.

1917: Against the backdrop of the war, women in Russia again 

chose to protest and strike for "Bread and Peace" on the last Sunday in February (which fell on March 8 on the Gregorian calendar). Four days later, the 

tsar abdicated and the provisional government granted women the right to vote.

Since those early years, International Women's Day has assumed a new global dimension for women in developed and developing countries alike. The 

growing international women's movement has helped make the commemoration a rallying point to build support for women's rights and participation in the 

political and economic arenas.

Increasingly, International Women's Day is a time to reflect on progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts of courage and determination by ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in the history of their countries and communities.

Source: UN website 

www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2007

For more information on global and local IWD events, visit 

www.internationalwomensday.com
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Ipswich

To celebrate International Women’s Day this year Ipswich Girls’ Grammar School supported Zonta West Moreton’s fundraising efforts with twenty staff, students and mothers attending the breakfast at the International Hotel and by holding a debate in the School Assembly Hall during the lunch break. 
The debate, organized by Zontian and Head of IJGS, Karen McArdle, raised $200 which has been added to the funds raised by our club at the IWD Breakfast. The topic, Should sportswomen receive the same publicity and prize money as professional sportsmen, was entertainingly debated by a staff team and a student team of champion debaters. The adjudicator declared the staff team who argued the negative case to be the winners.

On March 9 IGGS hosted a School Leaders Breakfast which was attended by students from secondary schools in the Ipswich area. Rachel Nolan was special guest at this event, where ideas for improving the profile of girls’ and women’s achievements were shared.
Eirys
Boonah

Joie attended the Boonah Shire Council sponsored International Womens’ Day luncheon. About 130 women attended the very successful function - a luncheon celebrating the Winning Women of Boonah Shire with guest speaker, Bev Ryan, Editor of Honestly Woman - the magazine for warm, witty, wise women.
Brisbane

Pam S and Joc were inspired by the speakers at the breakfast at the Brisbane Convention Centre hosted by UNIFEM. 

The money raised from the event will support violence against women projects in the Pacific Region.
The guest speaker was Malalai Joya, a 28 year old Parliamentarian from Afghanistan. Her story was serious and grim. She has survived four assassination attempts. She speaks out fearlessly against warlords, drug lords and fundamentalist religious leaders.
World Pulse Magazine (Issue 1, 2005) wrote:
When her time came to make her 3-minute statement, she tugged her black headscarf over her hair, stepped up to the microphone, and with emotional electricity made the speech that would alter her life. 

After she spoke, there was a moment of stunned silence. Then there was an uproar. Male mujahideen, some who literally had guns at their feet, rushed towards her, shouting. She was brought under the protection of UN security forces.

In a nation where few dare to say the word "warlord" aloud, Joya had spoken fiercely against a proposal to appoint high clergy members and fundamentalist leaders to guide planning groups. She objected that several of those religious leaders were war criminals who should be tried for their actions—not national heroes to influence the new government.

Today, as a result of her legendary actions, Malalai Joya has become a popular hero in Afghanistan. She speaks at rallies where thousands of people carry her photo high.
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Governor of Queensland, Quentin Bryce gave an excellent vote of thanks – humble and very moving!
Member News
We have in our midst an authority on all things Governors General. Karen McArdle is very busy organizing her IGJS students on the history and protocol associated with this high position. The Governor General will visit IGGS on Anzac Day.

 

Daughters Chloe Johnson and Mel Peasey attended our Unifem Breakfast with their mothers Bev and Leonie. Being groomed for future membership perhaps?

 

Who failed to tell their mother where our Unifem breakfast was being held? Pat Kelly had an early morning drive to Brothers only to discover it was the wrong venue!! Same thing happened to the husband of one of our long standing members.

We are creatures of habit aren’t we?

 

Cheryl had her hip replacement operation at the Ipswich General Hospital on Thursday 22/3/07. I am sure it won’t be long before she is back wearing her fashionable high heels. We wish you all the best for a speedy recovery, Cheryl.

Kathleen Campbell has sold her share of the real estate business. She’s now off sailing in the Whitsundays.

Maria Kelly has moved into her new house!

   Pam S
Celebrating 50
On the 2nd of February Graham celebrated his 50th birthday then we headed off to the United Kingdom for our long planned holiday. 
Our first stay was north of England at St Helens where we helped celebrate “Nana’s 90th Birthday” AND it snowed with the heaviest snowfall in ten years.  It was so beautiful!  
We travelled through Scotland and fell in love with Edinburgh.
Across the Irish Sea we went up to Northern Ireland to Belfast, Londonderry and into Donegal travelling along the cold, rugged and spectacular coastline.

Then back to London for Valentines Day! I loved the shopping, live theatre, shopping, architecture, shopping, dining and shopping in London.
From here we travelled to Tunisia in North Africa. It has a rich cultural heritage having been occupied at various times by the Phoenicians, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Turks and French. Our first stay was in Tunis the capital which was the home of Carthage where Hannibal set out with his elephants to crush the might of Rome.  We were totally immersed in an amazing history and a totally different culture. The major languages spoken here were Arabic and French with Islam being the main religion. We explored ruins of roman baths built in the 2nd century AD, beautiful old mosques and especially amazing were the ruins of the Triumphal Arch built by Diocletian. We walked through huge pillars of stone, carvings in stone, different rooms of stone and 3 carved stone temples dedicated to Jupiter, Minerva and Juno. There were many mosaics -some dating back to Before Christ.  The standout sight was the amphitheatre that has been restored and is still used annually for a celebration of music with many famous presenters world wide attending. It can hold up to 33000 spectators.
Our camel ride in the Sahara was scary, fun and very cold but incredibly serene amongst the dunes. Our trip through Tunisia was very different, really interesting and again made us realise just how incredibly fortunate we are to live in such a wonderful country!!!!

     Alison
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Commission on the Status of Women (51st Session)
February 2007, New York

Australia’s Country Statement

Madam Chair

It is a pleasure to address the Commission today.
I would like to begin by acknowledging the report Delivering as One
.  Australia is looking forward to working with the United Nations and other member states on how the report’s recommendation to strengthen gender architecture within the United Nations could be implemented. 

I am pleased to report that Australia is performing well on international gender indicators.  The 2006 United Nations Human Development Report ranked Australia third in the world on the Gender Related Development Index, and eighth in the world on the Gender Empowerment Measure
.

Eliminating violence and discrimination against the girl-child

And now I would like to focus on Australia’s progress in eliminating violence and discrimination against the girl-child, which is the theme of this session.

Australia has recently ratified the two optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, demonstrating our commitment to the broader objectives of the Convention and the promotion and protection of children’s rights.

Ensuring that children have the best possible start in life is a priority for Australia, and in recent years we have been working towards a National Agenda for Early Childhood.  The Australian Government is also conducting a Longitudinal Study of Australian Children, to examine the impact of Australia's social and cultural environment on both girls and boys, and further our understanding of early childhood development.

UNICEF cites girls’ exclusion from education as one of the clearest indicators of gender discrimination
.  School attendance is compulsory throughout Australia, and girls are achieving well against national and international benchmarks
.  Since the mid‑1970s girls in Australia have been more likely than boys to continue their education beyond the minimum compulsory schooling - the retention rate in 2005 for girls was 81 per cent compared to 69.9 per cent for boys.  And girls are continuing their education into later life - in 2005, women accounted for 57 per cent of all domestic higher education students.

Girls in Australia also benefit from a health system which the World Health Organisation has described as world‑class
, and Australia's international ranking for numerous aspects of health is among the top 10 of the world's developed countries
.

However, some girls do not share this good fortune, and Australia is taking strong action to protect children from violence, child abuse, neglect and exploitation.  New internet child pornography offences came into operation in 2005, and strong legislation is also in place with regard to sex trafficking, sex tourism and female genital mutilation.  

Australian governments are working hard to achieve better outcomes for Indigenous children.  In July 2006 Australian governments agreed to establish a National Indigenous Violence and Child Abuse Intelligence Task Force and to address low rates of school attendance in Indigenous communities.  Specialised health services are also available for Indigenous children, including a government-funded annual health check to ensure that Indigenous children receive optimum health care.
Beyond our national borders, Australia is committed to ensuring that our aid program makes a real contribution to achieving greater gender equality in development.  The central message of the Australian Government’s White Paper on the overseas aid program is that advancing gender equality is essential to reducing poverty and increasing the effectiveness of aid.  

The aid program’s new gender policy, to be released on the 1st of March 2007, seeks to make progress in four outcome areas: 

· improved economic status of women; 

· equal participation of women in decision making; 

· improved and equitable health and education outcomes for women and men; and 

· gender equality advanced in regional cooperation efforts.  

Involving men and boys in achieving gender equality

I would like to mention a number of initiatives that reflect Australia’s progress in involving men and boys in achieving gender equality since we last considered this theme at our 48th session in 2004. 

Conversation about this issue within Australian society has been fuelled by a Parliamentary Inquiry into Balancing Work and Family and a project by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission called Striking the Balance: Women, Men, Work and Family.  This national conversation highlights that both women and men in Australia are looking for better ways to balance their competing work and family responsibilities.  Many Australian businesses are embracing flexible work arrangements, such as child-care assistance, job-share schemes and work-from-home opportunities to help employees balance their work and family life.

Family-based programmes in Australia play a significant role in nurturing gender equality.  Our Family Relationships Services Programme helps children, young people and adults in all their diversity to develop and sustain safe, supportive and nurturing family relationships.  Family Relationship Centres are being established across Australia to assist families at all stages in their life, including people starting relationships, those wanting to make their relationships stronger, those having relationship difficulties and those affected when families separate.
There is strong support in Australia for International White Ribbon Day, and its message to men about their role in eliminating violence against women.  This message is also reflected in the Australian Government’s national media campaign, Violence Against Women. Australia says NO., which provides practical assistance to those experiencing violence, to friends and family who want to know what they can do to help, and to perpetrators wanting to change their violent behaviour.

Australia takes pride in the success of our society to advance the status of our girls and women and we will continue to work to address remaining challenges.  

Thank you.






Zonta Events





Date: April 23rd


April Dinner meeting


Annual General Meeting





Date: May 12th


Jazz Tracks


"If you take Count Basie and blend it with the Beastie Boys, you get Jimmy Styles and the Easy Company" - Matt Clark, guitar





























Date: July 8th


Heritage Homes





Date: October 27th


Arias at Sunset





























Birthdays


Helen has had a significant birthday this month so she will be keen to continue celebrating with others who have birthdays in January – February – March


Gillian, Carolyn, Marie, Sheila, Heather, Jennifer, Alison, Joselyn, Vicky and Jan

































































� EMBED Photoshop.Image.6 \s ���





from the Zonta International Manual of Procedures for Zonta Clubs …. 


 


(1)        A classified member is a decision-maker accepted for membership under a classification as shown in the Marian de Forest Membership and Classification Manual.


 


(4)        The club Organization, Membership and Classification Committee shall consider all proposals for membership and present the names of candidates to the club board. Upon board approval, the Organization, Membership and Classification Committee chairman shall extend a written invitation to the person accepted to become a member and notify the Club membership. 


Club option: The membership shall be informed of the candidates for club membership before invitation to become a member is extended. 





          	Club option: Club Attendance Requirements


At the option of the club or to comply with district attendance requirements - Any member who is absent from all club meetings for two consecutive months without excuse deemed adequate in the opinion of the board may be notified that membership may be forfeited … Attendance requirements can be met by attending a meeting of another Zonta club.


 


Please read Pages 89-90 of the Manual for a more detailed article on membership.
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NAME BADGES


It is especially important that all members remember to wear their name badges.





 With the wonderful increase in membership, it is an easy way to get to know who’s who quickly!
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ABOVE	Alison sitting on the seats at the amphitheatre in Tunisia


BELOW	A local butcher shop


 	





New Member Profile








  


APRONS FOR SALE





There are still some of the very attractive Zonta aprons for sale


$20 members


$25 non-members.
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International Women’s Day





Karen Newton at her induction night with Ans van Erp, Area 6 Director


 	





� EMBED Photoshop.Image.6 \s ���








Recruitment Qld Ladies Race Day


My staff and I had the pleasure of organizing the inaugural “Recruitment Qld Ladies Race Day 2007” last Friday the 9th March.





Through many long hours of work (and a significant amount of stress) our business has tripled its turnover.  By sponsoring a local event such as this it was our opportunity to give back to the community.





Our chosen beneficiaries were the Kim Walters Choices Program and Ipswich Hospice. Our day commenced with welcome drinks of champagne and strawberries followed by a gourmet sit down lunch, guest speakers, multi draw raffle, punters club, silent auction and fashions on the field.





The day was extremely successful and with the support and generosity of many local businesses we raised for our charities a total of $6,000.





Thank you to the Zonta members that gave donations for this day and/or attended.





Watch out for “Recruitment Qld Ladies Race Day 2008”!





Alison McGrath


�
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International Women’s Day








� Report of the Secretary-General’s High Level Panel on System Wide Coherence: Delivering as One


� Human Development Report 2006, pp. 363, 367


� The State of the World’s Children 2006, p. 22 


� Australian Institute of Health and Welfare: Australia’s Welfare 2005, p. 102


� “The Australian health system is world-class in both its effectiveness and efficiency: Australia consistently ranks in the best performing group of countries for healthy life expectancy and health expenditure per person.” 


(World Health Organization 2003).


� Australian Institute of Health and Welfare: Australia’s Health 2006, p. 2-3
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