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From the President 
Dear Zontians
The seasons are changing - lovely chilly mornings start the days off briskly. Seasons in our club are also changing with Amy and Robyn having contacted many of you ready for the changeover of roles in May, for the board and at committee level. 
Sincere thanks to those of you who have agreed to take on leadership roles within the club - the succession plan is alive and well, and will ensure that our club continues to grow and reach out to our community, and to international communities where ZI funds are directed.
I have been reading with interest the April 'Zontian,' particularly the information and stats on microfinancing for women. It is interesting to note that the Grameen Bank has a loan repayment rate of 99%, and is member owned. It ensures that the assets purchased remain the property of the borrowers i.e. women, 58% of whom have now crossed the poverty line. The bank and its founder won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006.
Just before Easter I had the pleasure of again distributing the certificates to the Leadership for Young Women participants.
Elizabeth has varied the curriculum a little this term, including a session on resume 
writing, so each girl now has a current resume, and another session on hair and makeup, to aid in personal presentation. One of the girls was so inspired she took her newly created resume and successfully applied for a part time position. When she spoke at the certificate ceremony she said she would never have had the confidence to do anything like that before the course. Gaye Anderson kindly made staff available to instruct the girls on hair care - I believe he was very popular! Thank you Gaye.
'Jazz Tracks' is rapidly approaching, and tickets are available from Pam Lane. We will restrict numbers this first year, to ensure that the format is effective, so don't delay, contact your friends and family and arrange a great night out of entertainment, which also will contribute in a major way to the club's ongoing projects.
 

Regards … Leonie
APRIL MEETING DETAILS

MONDAY 23rd April
6.15pm for 6.45pm 

at the Ipswich Club
Business Meeting
+

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
IMPORTANT 

please phone 
Robyn Hargreaves
32889804
if

· you are bringing a guest
· apologies 
· any special dietary requests 
(e.g. a vegetarian meal)
before
7.15 am Friday 20th 
April
REMINDER: If apologies are not received by stipulated time of the meeting week, you are required to pay for the cost of the dinner. The Treasurer will send you an invoice.
REMINDER: If it is an ordinary night you only need to phone if you are NOT coming to the meeting … but if it is a guest night then ALL members should phone to indicate whether they are coming or not. 
[image: image4.emf]Knitters are responding with jumpers for babies in Africa!
Many thanks to Jan A-B and to Joc’s sister-in-law, Muriel for getting the knitting going. There have been several enquiries since the last meeting from people interested in getting involved.
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Annual General Meeting
This month there will be a combined meeting … the usual monthly meeting plus the Annual General Meeting.
All Chairs of Committees will present their annual general reports. Could the Chairs please have a printed copy to give to the Secretary at the end of the meeting
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Birthdays
Birthday organisers ….

2nd quarter – Tina Kelly
3rd quarter – Kath Everett
4th quarter – Pat Evatt 
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Program

We are in the process of planning and organising our annual changeover 

dinner and we will be sending out invitations (with full details) to Zonta members, area clubs and prospective guests soon.

Amy

Membership
Magnetic Zonta name badges at the cost of $12 can be ordered from Gillian. No more nasty pin holes in the material of your beautiful clothes!
HOW OLD IS YOUR ZONTA MANUAL?! Get up to date with a new one at about $16.
REMINDER - DINNER FEES ARE NOW $25.
Would members who change address please let the Membership Committee know. We then forward details to ZI. This enables continuity of receipt of the Zontian magazine.
      Gillian

Mentoring of new Zonta members
New members are the life blood of Zonta. We need to look after them.

The word mentor implies wise & trusted advisor! So our mentors need to integrate their members into the Club, support, recognise and enhance their member’s worth so they truly feel they belong and feel welcome in the Zonta Club of West Moreton.

Suggested duties are

· meet and accompany the new member at meetings

· explain issues/ procedures
· call the member during the month and make sure of the date, time and place of next meeting

· meet for coffee/ lunch away from the club

· contact if sick / away

· make sure the member is made welcome

· find out if anything is not going well with her membership

· make sure she is allocated into the birthday groups

· make aware of Zonta commitments eg. meeting attendances

· introduce to different Zontians at each meeting

Did you know?

· April 7 was World Health Day. This year’s theme was International Health Security and the aim of the day was to urge governments, organizations and businesses to ‘invest in health, build a safer future”.

· Women in Australia 2007 Report was launched on 8 March. This report which measures women’s progress in education and training, labour force participation, economic resources and safety can be read on the website of the Office of Women: 
www.ofw.facsia.gov.au 

· Since 1923 Zonta has provided more than $US 6 million to projects benefiting more than two million women.

· Zonta International is providing financial support to a CARE project in Niger which focuses on reducing the risk of HIV/AIDS and its consequences for at least 5,000 women and their families by 2008. 

“Until there is a cure, strategies such as increasing women’s incomes, status and decision-making power are the most powerful weapons in the fight against AIDS.

      (Zonta website)

Eirys … United Nations
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Angela Yates, one or our latest members, has had a great month. She was guest of honour at a surprise 30th birthday party held in her honour. Happy birthday Angela from all your Zonta friends! She also spent a week over the Easter break visiting Jane Walker in Alice Springs . Jane (Helen’s daughter) and Angela have been friends from school days. Jane continues her very busy life in the Alice Springs area doing interesting and exciting work with aboriginal women while researching for her PhD. 
  

Pam and Kath spent a relaxing Good Friday at beachfront Sandgate watching the start of the Brisbane to Gladstone yacht race. Pam’s busy life now includes regular drives to Kingaroy which is now part of her enlarged health district.

 

Congratulations to Luke, son of Diane and Michael on completing his studies in ophthalmology.

 

Gaye is still expanding her hairdressing empire. This time 
opening a barber shop at the new 
Riverlink Shopping Centre.

 

Observed … some energetic Zontians walking the pathways in the new river parklands development. If you haven’t been there yet it is somewhere you should visit soon!!!

Kathleen Campbell is back refreshed from her break at the Whitsundays where she experienced scuba diving and sea kayaking. However, all good things must come to an end and she is now working at Ray White Real Estate selling commercial property.
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Travels in South America
We boarded our ship at Santiago to cruise down the scenic Chilian fjords. From ports visited we enjoyed guided shore excursions to view surrounding areas – waterfalls, lakes, snow-capped volcanoes, forests and local wildlife eg. penguins, llamas, sea lions.

On reaching the southern tip we were particularly fortunate that the Pacific and Atlantic oceans called a truce – it was so calm our captain even circled Cape Horn in the ship. The calm continued so we were able to visit the Falkland Islands under a clear blue sky on a warm day. We strolled around enjoying the atmosphere of Stanley – the homes seemed to be freshly painted and most gardens were bright with flowers and shrubs … also many flew the Union Jack!

In Buenos Aires and Montevideo people live in high rise or surrounding slums. However folk in high rises still keep a pet dog and you see the ‘dog-walkers’ with about 5 dogs (all sizes) on each side trotting obediently behind. We were informed you could earn more as a dog-walker than as a teacher.

Loved Rio – 2 days and 2 nights were not long enough. COPACABANA Beach is unbelievable on a Sunday. It is 4½ kms long and very very wide – in front of our hotel I 
[image: image14.emf]counted 20 beach umbrellas deep and at least 2 courts for beach volleyball – this went nearly all the way to each end of the beach. Everyone appeared to be wearing a G-string (and a bra for women). Size was no concern. (I decided not to join the throng in my modest one piece). Evidently the millions who live in Rio go to the beach on Sunday – umbrellas and chairs are hired – drink and food vendors wander around and there are cafes and drink stalls near the road – the middle class go to adjoining smaller beaches. Rio is also surrounded by high rock mountains which can be accessed by cogwheel train (CORCOVADO Mountain with the famous ‘Christ the Redeemer’ statue) or cable car (Sugar Loaf Mountain). The views from the top are spectacular.

The highlight of the trip was seeing the IGUAZU Falls, the world’s largest falls.

We ended our month in South America flying over the amazing, awe-inspiring Andes.

Heather Brodie


How members are allocated to committees each year 

Each year the incoming president has this responsibility. 

The nominating committee is responsible for proposing the list of members for board positions and committee chairpersons.  
The allocation process takes into consideration a combination of:  member preferences, drawing upon particular members skills/expertise, finding a balance between newer and more experienced members on each committee, having the number of committee members relative to committee workload/responsibilities e.g., the Status of Women committee typically has more members, and keeping some continuity of each committee from year to year.  
We also try to ensure that there is at least one member from each committee represented on the board - often the committee chairperson - to further enhance communication channels between the board, the committees and the club members.






Zonta Events








Date: May 12th


Jazz Tracks





"If you take Count Basie and blend it with the Beastie Boys, you get Jimmy Styles and the Easy Company" - Matt Clark, guitar





























Date: May 28th


Changeover Dinner 





Date: July 8th


Heritage Homes





Date: October 27th


Arias at Sunset





























Birthdays


Helen has had a significant birthday this month so she will be keen to continue celebrating with others who have birthdays in January – February – March


Gillian, Carolyn, Marie, Sheila, Heather, Jennifer, Alison, Joselyn, Vicky and Jan

































































A house at Stanley, Falkland Islands





12 STEPS TO


BEC0MING A GOOD ZONTIAN





Become familiar with your own committee


Attend all meetings


Offer your opinions and ideas


Never say NO to a delegated task because you think that you can't do it. You will grow personally as you take on new assignments


Do it now! Be reliable


Read, Read, Read, - Newsletters, Minutes, Zontian magazine


Share your talents and experience. Don't be modest. We don't know what you can do until you tell us.


Nurture new members and look after guests.


Be a member of Zonta International - visit other Clubs, attend Area meetings, District Conferences and International Conventions.


Communicate, Communicate, Communicate - Don't give other people extra work and frustration because you put off that phone call or report.


Loyalty - remember Club Officers come and go, Zonta ideals and work go on forever.


Bide your time patiently and be loyal to the ideals of your Committee, your Club and Zonta International.
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NAME BADGES


It is especially important that all members remember to wear their name badges.





 With the wonderful increase in membership, it is an easy way to get to know who’s who quickly!








Information
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Please check the


APRIL


Members Lists to ensure all details are correct.


Tell someone from the newsletter team if there are any discrepancies.











Make sure you have your Zonta Apron before 


Heritage Homes Day 


in July





Very attractive


Good value


$20 for members
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Committee Reports





Heather and Bert … Dutch night on the cruise ship





Rio
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Raggamuffin (winner of the Sydney to Hobart twice) This boat took Kathleen  to Blue Pearl Bay where she went scuba diving 


… and loved it!
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Member News
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