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As of  July, 2004, Zonta International has 1,253 clubs in 67 countries and geographic areas.

	· WED –  JUNE 1

· WED – JUNE 29

· THUR –  AUGUST 25

· OCTOBER – 7- 9

· JUNE 24 – 29, 2006


	DINNER MEETING – United Service Club 

6.30 FOR 7.00 pm

BOARD MEETING – Qld. Ballet Board Room, Cnr. Drake St. & Montague Rd, West End  6.00 pm sharp 

BALLET EVENING  -  Thomas Dixon Bldg. Cnr  Drake St. & Montague Rd, West End.  $30 per person includes supper.

DISTRICT 24 CONFERENCE – Crowne Plaza, Surfers Paradise.

58TH ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – Melbourne Exhibition & Convention Centre



lease Note:  All articles or reports for the Zonta Club of Brisbane Newsletter to be forwarded to Coralie van Straaten-Peretz:  email :   coralie@samford.net    These must be received by the Thursday noon  prior to the Dinner meeting to be included.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Zontians, 

Five months of 2005 already gone, and what a year so far! 

With so many disasters behind us, I would like to relate a small story of the triumph of the human spirit.   As you know I have just returned from Vietnam and Thailand, and talked with a young man who suffered a life-threatening attack, a loss of livelihood and then spent 24 hour days working for victims of the tsunami without thought for himself or his misfortune.  

The happy ending to this little story is that my ex-driver, Surin, was awarded the Order of the White Elephant by the King of Thailand and subsequently was appointed as driver to Prime Minister Taksin.   It is good to know that sometimes good deeds can earn a reward..(Surin just considers himself very lucky) 

Closer to home we realise how lucky we are to live in this society even as we strive to do better for those less fortunate than ourselves.  Our own member, Mel Miller is working on a study of health of Aboriginal children and we hope to hear from her on this subject later in the year. 

I would like to draw your attention to an important event in our Zonta Year by asking you to read the enclosure regarding an invitation to Dinner with our International President, Mary Ellen Bittner, who is visiting Brisbane in July.  I will be asking for names to be included in a Club response when we meet for Dinner next Wednesday night. I think from my few conversations so far that we could have at least one, and possibly two tables of members present. 

Like always, a couple of weeks overseas seems to create a disproportionate backlog of 'things' to catch up on, so I look forward to discussing with you the membership of Committees and our plans for the coming year when we are together next week. 

Iris 

DR. HELEN ROW MEMORIAL AWARD:  

Members will be pleased to know that  the winner of the Dr.Helen Row Memorial Award, Fiona Lewis, will be attending our June Dinner meeting to receive her cheque.  Fiona  will give us a short  version of her work, which is Asperger Syndrome and high functioning autism.

OOPS! 

Just to keep the records straight, the Annual Report incorrectly states that our Club has five current Charter Members.  In fact, there are six current members who are Charter Members.  They are
Leenen Forde, Joan Godfrey, Shirley McCorkindale, Bartz Schultz, Ann Shevill and

Coralie van Straaten-Peretz.  Please accept our apologies for this error.

25th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION:  

Zonta Club of  Brisbane was well represented at the memorable Dinner to celebrate the 25th Birthday of the Zonta Club of Redcliffe, on 20th May.  

Sallyanne Atkinson's excellent After-Dinner Address was received especially well, as were the humorous presentations of the inimitable Dina Browne and Judith (Ballet) Anderson at their best.  Shirley King, Joan Godfrey and Ann Sheville were all asked to propose toasts. 

As the sponsors of Redcliffe Club, appreciation was expressed to members of Brisbane Club and Shirley made an appropriate speech in response.  It was indeed an occasion for old Zontian friends to renew friendships and meet others who are supportive of the Zonta cause. 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Welcome to new members,  Bronwyn Williams a very experienced anaesthetist and Caroline Heim who owns her own theatre company and studied theatre in New York.  You will find details of both these members in the latest member address listing attached with this Newsletter.  Please note change of details for Bernadette O’Shea also in this updated listing.

Also with this Newsletter is a Prospective New Member list detailing two prospective members who has\ve been approved by the boatd.

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE: 

What do trees have to do with solutions?

Thirty years ago, in the country of Kenya, 90% of the forest had been chopped down. Without trees to hold the topsoil in place, the land  became like a desert.   When the women and girls would go in search of firewood in order  to  prepare  the meals, they would have to spend hours and hours looking for  what  few branches remained.   A woman named Wangari watched all of this happening. She decided  that  there  must be a way to take better care of the land and take better care  of  the  women and girls.

 So she planted a tree. And then she planted another. She wanted to  plant  thousands of trees, but she realised that it would take a very  long time if she was the only one doing it.  So she taught the women who  were looking for firewood to plant trees, and they were paid a  small  amount for each sapling they grew.  Soon she organised women all over the country to plant trees, and a movement took hold. It was called the Green Belt Movement, and  with  each  passing year, more and more trees covered the land.  But something else was happening as the women planted those trees.   Something else besides those trees was taking root. The women began to  have confidence in themselves. They began to see that they could make a  difference. They began to see that they were capable of many  things, and that they were equal to the men. They began to
 recognise  that they were deserving of being treated with respect and dignity.

Changes like these were threatening to some. The president of the country  didn't like any of this. So police were sent to intimidate and  beat  Wangari  for planting trees, and for planting ideas of equality and  democracy  in  people's heads, especially in women's. She was accused"subversion" and  arrested many times.   Once, while Wangari was trying to plant trees, she was clubbedby  guards  hired by developers who wanted the lands cleared. She was hospitalised  with head injuries. But she survived, and it only made her realise that  she was  on the right path. 

 For almost thirty years, she was threatened physically, and she  was  often made fun of in the press. But she didn't flinch. She only had to  look  in the eyes of her three children, and in the eyes of the thousands  of  women and girls who were blossoming right along with the trees, andshe  found  the  strength to continu e.   And that is how it came to be that 30 million trees have been  planted  in  Africa, one tree at a time. The landscapes--both the external one of  the land and the internal one of the people--have been transformed.

 In 2002, the people of Kenya held a democratic election, and the  president who opposed Wangari and her Green Belt Movement is no longer in  office.  And  Wangari is now Kenya's Assistant Minister for the Environment.

 She is 65 years old, and this year she planted one more tree in  celebration  and thanksgiving for being given a very great honour:   Wangari Maathai has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. She is the  first  African woman to receive this award.   After she was notified, she gave a speech entitled, "What Do Trees  Have To  Do With Peace?" She pointed out how most wars are fought over  limited  natural resources, such as oil, land, coal or diamonds. She called  for  an  end to corporate greed, and for leaders to build more  just societies. She added:   "Our recent experience in Kenya gives hope to all who have been  struggling  for a better future. It shows it is possible to bring about  positive change, and still do it peacefully. All it takes is courage and perseverance, and a belief that positive change is possible.  That  is  why  the slogan for our campaign was 'It is Possible!'"   "On behalf of all African women, I want to express my profound  appreciation  for this honour, which will serve to encourage women in Kenya, in  Africa,  and around the world to raise their voices and not to be   deterred."   "When we plant trees, we plant the seeds of peace and seeds of  hope.   We  also secure the future for our children. I call on those around the  world to celebrate by planting a tree wherever you are."   As she received the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, she invited  us  all  to get involved:  "Today we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our  thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support  system.   We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds and in the  process  heal  our own."  

FREE VIAGRA FOR RAPISTS:

A disturbing report from the New York Times has revealed that hundreds of high-risk sex offenders have received free Viagra under the state-run Medicaid health service for the poor..

The pills, prescribed to enhance sexual performance, have been given to convicted rapists and child abusers whose victims range in age from two to 90.

Acting on a tip,  the New York state comptroller compared the 7400 names of the state’s sex offenders registry with the Medicaid records of Viagra recipients and found that 198 sex offenders had received Viagra over the past five years at taxpayers expense.

The Dept. of Health in Washington, which overseas Medicaid, said it was studying the New York audit and consulting its lawyers about a possible legislative changes.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE:

Have you registered for the District 24 Conference yet?

Make sure you register to be part of this gathering of Zontians from Queensland,  N.S.W. and A.C.T.  Come and join the Action!


Catch up with the latest news of our District, renew old friendships and make new ones, meet some inspiring women and bring home new ideas to our Club. 

AND FINALLY: 
Dog Gets Guard:  An award-winning sniffer dog named Agata who worked with the Colombian drug squad has been provided with a 24 hour bodyguard following death threats.  The 2 ½ year old labrador, who sniffs out drugs at Alfredo Vasquez airport in Leticia was recently awarded a medal by the local mayor.  Soon after an anonymous caller to police said ‘Agent Agata is creating lots of trouble.  We have to kill her as soon as possible’





APOLOGIES


If you are unable to attend the Dinner Meeting please advise Judy S. Anderson by the Monday evening of the meeting week or you will be billed  for the cost of the Dinner.


Telephone number 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W).


Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com











DATES TO REMEMBER











Pat’s saying for the month…….


True friendship is like sound health – the value of it is seldom known until it is lost.
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