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As of  July, 2004, Zonta International has 1,253 clubs in 67 countries and geographic areas.

	· WED –  JULY 6

· TUES – JULY 12

· WED –  JULY 13

· WED – JULY 27

· THUR –  AUGUST 25

· WED – AUGUST 31

· OCTOBER – 7- 9

· JUNE 24 – 29, 2006


	DINNER MEETING – United Service Club 

6.30 FOR 7.00 pm

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE MEETING –  248 Locohinvar Lane, The Gap  7.00 pm.
DINNER WITH ZI PRESIDENT, MARY ELLEN BITTNER – Parliamentary Annex, Alice Street – 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm. 

BOARD MEETING – Qld. Ballet Board Room, Cnr. Drake St. & Montague Rd, West End  6.00 pm sharp 

BALLET EVENING  -  Thomas Dixon Bldg. Cnr  Drake St. & Montague Rd, West End.  $30 per person includes supper.

BABETTE STEPHENS MEMORIAL AWARD THEATRE EVENING – The Loft, Z Block, Kelvin Grove Urbane Village Campus of QUT 

DISTRICT 24 CONFERENCE – Crowne Plaza, Surfers Paradise.

58TH ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – Melbourne Exhibition & Convention Centre



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Zontians,   

Half the year has passed and it seems both fast and slow; five minutes ago it was Christmas, and yet it seems that five years of disasters have overtaken the world since then. 

We have around us a sea of political dissension and religious intolerance...... weren't our founders wise to direct that Zonta is both non-sectarian and apolitical. 

I have a number of Club changes to advise; our new Minute Secretary, Lea Greenaway has requested nine months of Leave of Absence, which the Board has granted. Many thanks to Lea for her enthusiastic efforts and we look forward to seeing you when time permits. 

Barbara Murray has accepted the responsibility of filling this role. In true Zonta spirit she immediately said yes. There are many shades of her dear mother Pat showing through, as you who know Pat Avery well will acknowledge. We are grateful to have Barbara with us on the Board.  However, we do now need another Board Member and Julie Mannion has agreed to take this on. Julie is also accepting the care of our United Nations committee, so we are doubly grateful to her. 

We also had a request from Dina Browne for six months Leave of Absence. Dina currently has a large personal workload and needs to ease off on some of her Zonta work. 

Our new member Caroline Heim, and our not-quite-so-new member Patricia Holloway will be taking on P.R./Communications and Dina will be advising them on her current projects. She will also follow through on some commitments, such as attending the Babette Stephens Memorial Evening. 

At the same time that all this has been happening, Ailsa Gillies and the Membership team have been very busy. We have had quite a number of new members and now have nominations and applications for more. 

I am concerned that we are not yet doing our best to welcome these women to the Club and helping them to assimilate.  With this in mind, Ailsa and her team will be ensuring that all nominees attend an information session before confirming their acceptance of nomination, to ensure a better understanding of Zonta expectations and responsibilities. We all know that this takes serious time and effort. 

Sarah Comiskey (what a worker!) is looking into a checklist for ease of understanding. 

I would also ask that a special welcome and spirit of Fellowship be extended to new members and guests as they attend our Dinner Meetings. Perhaps a change of places between courses or a move from the usual seating....... just a few thoughts. 

The Board also discussed a mentoring system, and we feel that Committee leaders could be particularly valuable in this regard.  More of this at the meeting,  I look forward to seeing you all then 

Iris 

A THANK-YOU FROM JANE O’BRIEN:  

The Zonta Club of Redcliffe would like to especially thank the Brisbane club members of our Organisation Membership Sponsoring committee- Joan Godfrey,Shirley King and Ann Shevill who came to be with us again at the celebration of 25 years since they formed us- with Helen Row, Pat Avery, Leneen Forde and Meryl Ducat as the other members of that committee. 

It was especially wonderful to also have your member Sallyanne Atkinson as our guest speaker- and Sallyanne has supported our club so often at our district 24 conference in 1987 and as a previous guest speaker- and the club thanks her for that most generous support over the years. 

And- last but certainly not least a huge thank you to Dina Browme and Judy Anderson for their wonderful fun skits- again not the first time they have supported and helped our club so much. 

A huge huge thank you from the Zonta Club of Redcliffe -the Zonta Club of Redcliffe has indeed been fortunate to be one of the Brisbane club's BABIES

Love to you all from 

Jane

WOMEN OF HONOUR:

For the first time in the 29-year history  of the Queen’s Birthday Awards, more women than men have received the distinguished AC and Companion in the General Division of the Order of Australia.  

It is no surprise that the system has worked better for men who crowd the senior echelons of public life and are better organised at nominating and making submissions.  

Leneen Forde, as a holder of the highest award in the system, the AC,  has previously mentioned that the Clubb’s Status of Women committee had formerly regularly nominated women and that every woman nominated had received an award. So why aren’t we we still doing this?

Dina Browne AO has also encouraged members to nominate both fellow Zontians and other women worthy of recognition  to offset the under-representation of women in nominations for the awards. 

Nominations are considered by the Council for the Order, which makws recommendations to the Governor-General and Awards are announced on Australia Day and the Queen’s Birthday earch year.

Allowing for the lengthy process of preparing and verifying information about nominees, up to 18 months can elapse before publication of successful nominations occurs.

So, let’s get behind our wot\rthy women and get nominations flowing in.  You can direct queries to the Honours Secretariat, Government House, Canberra, 2600.

BALLET EVENING: 

Just a reminder that ticket sales for the Zonta Ballet evening close at the club meeting on July 3. 

The evening will be the second in the Company's new Soirées Classiques series – unique evenings of dance with live classical music. 

Date: Thursday, August 25.

Time: 6.30 pm

Venue: Thomas Dixon Centre (cnr Drake St and Montague Rd). 

Sit on the terrace and enjoy a glass of Jimbour wine from the cash bar before the performance which will feature cellist Gwyn Roberts, pianist Jenni Flemming, and other classical musicians.

The soirees are 'one off' events which are devised and jointly presented by QB’s Artistic Director, François Klaus, and the musicians.

The program is just over an hour long and, following the performance, Zontians and their guests can enjoy a drink and a light supper with the dancers, musicians, and the Artistic Director in the Green Room.

There is ample free parking in the grounds and surrounding streets, and a new ramp and lift have recently been installed at the Centre for patrons with reduced mobility. 

The cost of the total package is just $30 and tickets are available for purchase at the registration desk at the dinner meeting.

Any tickets unsold by the July dinner meeting will be released for sale to the general public the following day, so get in early to secure your seats.

EQUALITY:
Kuwait has named two women to public office for the first time in its history, less than a month after parliament passed a historic law grantin women the right to vote and run for office.  The women were appointed to the oil-rich Gulf emirate’s municipal council by the Government, a week after 10 men were elected to the civic body in Kuwait’s last all-mak\le elections.

The decision marks a small step in a slow process of reform under way in the deeply conservative state.  Universal suffrage will be put to the test in the 2007 parliamentary elections.

Since 1962, Kuwait  has had a constitution and parliamntary democracy, but women were barred from participating in political life. 

EDUCATIONAL ENCOURAGEMENT:  

On June 9, Judith Anderson attended her third annual graduation ceremony at Kingston College Adult Education Centre, one of the disadvantaged schools supported by our Educational Encouragement Awards.

There were 87 graduates from the program this year, but the Principal, Bob Topping, noted that, while their students today are younger and more committed than they were in the past, a sizeable majority have little idea of the direction they want to take when they arrive and this creates frustration, depression, and a need for support and great flexibility on the part of staff.

It's a tough learning environment, and our 2005 award winners have been 'doing the hard yards' at the school since they began their Year 9 studies several years ago. Both have been conscientious and capable, and Bob noted that there were several others who were also deserving of awards.

Rochelle Sirrett is currently in the first year of Senior studies and wants to do a childcare course in the future. Her proud mother and father were also at the ceremony.

The second award winner, Melissa Lane, is presently in Year 11 and is hoping to undertake a beauty therapy course in future.

$150 means little more than a new pair of shoes to most of our members - $150 to these girls means the difference between staying at school and having to leave.

COMMITTEES:

Our Committee list is attached with this newsletter, and members are reminded that, in order to respect the time constraints and workload challenge of  our busy members, each committee member should share the load which will, hopefully, reduce burnout of our Chairmen and increase member satisfaction. 

BREAST CANCER RISK:
The combination of eating too much and exercising too little appears to significantly increase the risk of breast cancer, particularly in postmenopausal women, according to new study findings.  Investigations in the US and China found that women who had an unhealthy energy balance – meaning they weren’t working off the calories they consumed – were more than twice as likely as lean and active women to develop brease cancer.  

After menopause, both unhealthy habits appeared to up the risk of the cancer by nearly five-fold in contrast, simply overeating appeared to do little to incerease breast cancer risk, it was reported.  It’s both (eating poorly and not exercising) together that really magnifies the risk and makes it worse.

NEWS:  

Long time members will recall the gifted musician Elizabeth Morgan who was a Club member for a time some years ago. 

In 1987 Elizabeth and a group of her talented and enthusiastic students, who wanted to continue exploring rich and diverse string orchestra repertoire, formed the Camerata. It is an unconducted string orchestra which includes up to eighteen of Queensland's finest young string players.

After a break of six years the orchestra reformed in 2004 and has renewed its particular association with St John's Cathedral.

The Camerata enables members to demonstrate what young musicians can achieve when given the opportunity, through a challenge to develop leadership qualities, high performance standards and a commitment to excellence.  Watch for its performances.

Brisbane News reported that our Bernadette O'Shea had led a troupe of Brisbaneites to Champagne, France, in April. Australia's Queen of Champagne has recently started as a consultant with Tim Kelly's new Wine Emporium in Fortitude Valley. Since resigning from the The Grape Group earlier in the year Bernadette has been busy writing her first book: which will be eagerly awaited by our Club members.
ODE TO THE SPELL CLHECKER:

Eye halve a spelling chequer

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques foour my revue

Miss steaks eye kin not sea

Eye strike a key and type a word

And weit\ght four it two say

Weather eye am wrong oar write

It shows me strait a weigh

Eye have run this poem threw it

I am shore your pleased two no

Its letter perfect  awl the weigh

My chequer tolled me sew.

AND FINALLY: 

A Turkish petrol station attendant who lost his mobile phone dialled the number to discover it had been eaten by his dog.  The man could not believe his ears when his dog’s  stomach started ringing.  “I’m, just glad my phone wasn’t stolen” he said, adding that nature’s course ensured he was reunited with his Nokia the next day.


Please Note:  All articles or reports for the Zonta Club of Brisbane Newsletter to be forwarded to Coralie van Straaten-Peretz:  email :   coralie@samford.net    These must be received by the Thursday noon  prior to the Dinner meeting to be included.




APOLOGIES


If you are unable to attend the Dinner Meeting please advise Judy S. Anderson by the Monday evening of the meeting week or you will be billed  for the cost of the Dinner.


Telephone number 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W).


Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com











DATES TO REMEMBER











Pat’s saying for the month…….


There is no rainbow without a cloud and a storm.
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