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As of  August, 2003, Zonta International has 1,254 clubs in 67 countries and geographic areas.

	· WED – AUGUST 4

· WED – AUGUST 4

· THUR – AUGUST 5

· TUE – AUGUST 24

· WED – AUGUST 25

· FRI – SEPTEMBER 3

· SAT – SEPTEMBER 4

· SUN – NOV 7


	DINNER MEETING – United Service Club 

6.30 for 7.00 pm

FELLOWSHIP MEETING – United Service Club 

6.00 pm sharp

HIGH TEA with Sex Discrimination Commissioner, Pru Goward  - Bne Hilton 3.00 for 3.30 pm to 5 pm. $28. Bookings Ph 3324 0288 or info@eopa.asn.au
BABETTE STEPHENS AWARD – Shakespeare Unzipped Alumni Night , Gardens Theatre, QUT’s Garden Point campus

BOARD MEETING – Qld. Ballet Board Room, Cnr. Drake St. & Montague Rd, West End.  7.00 pm sharp

LIZ & FRIENDS ART EXHIBITION – The Art Factory Gallery, 84 Merivale St. South Brisbane.  The exhibition runs from Sept 4 through Sept 16.

INTERNAT ZONTA ART AUCTION DINNER – Zonta Club Gold Coast at Royal Pines Resort 6.30 pm. Cost $60 includes wine. Book Ph. 5597 3111. Proceeds to QIMR.

ZONTA GIFT FAIR – Forest Place, Sandgate Road, Clayfield



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Zontians,

How can one be inspired, uplifted and exhausted all at one time? That's how I felt at the end of the New York Convention.  It really was an amazing experience, from the 8 a.m. start on Saturday, July 3 through to midnight on Thursday July 8. 

From the impressive opening ceremony and the keynote speaker on Day 1, through days of voting, discussions and presentations to the final evening of farewell it was non-stop Zonta. 

Highlights included listening to Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of UNIFEM, with her message of challenge and expectation, the United Nations lunch with presenters Dr. Francois Gasse, who spearheads the neo-natal anti-tetanus project and author Jane Goodwin on living in Afghanistan and the Convention 2006 Melbourne introduction. 

There is so much to tell, far too much for a Newsletter, but I will elaborate a little more at the Dinner Meeting. 

Now for some local news; our second baby girl in a few short months!  Yes, Sarah Comiskey has a little girl Mary Kate, weighing in at 8 lbs.1 oz. Congratulations and good wishes to the family. 

Our Secretary, Jennifer West is undertaking some more work which entails overseas travel, and has therefore resigned from the Board.  Her role as Secretary is to be filled by Annette McFarlane, an experienced hand with a letter!   Many thanks to Annette for filling this gap.  

As Jennifer was also Chair of the Service Committee, it has been necessary to look for more help, which Kate Carney has undertaken to provide, assisted by Christine Maclean.  Jennifer will continue to see through the Ageing Advantage project to it's conclusion, due in August, and also liaise with Fran Morrison on the project in association with the Brisbane Breakfast Club.  Fran has indicated she would like to see this educational assistance award funded from the Jean Rialland Bequest, which she generously donated to Zonta. 

On a lighter note, all of us who attended "Veola's Christmas in July" had a perfectly lovely day; blue sky, clear, crisp air, magnolias in bloom and excellent food.  Veola certainly knows how to provide a wonderful spread, aided by Christmas cakes and sparkling wine donated by Sally (Watson). We even had a guest speaker, 12 year old soccer enthusiast Troy, who was also part of the catering team.  Many, many thanks to Veola and all who helped arrange this day by donating time and effort. 

Business News:  Were you aware that Morgan Stanley, in an out-of-court settlement has agreed to pay up to $AUS.74 million dollars to settle claims that the Investment Banking Company blocked more than 300 women employees from promotion and benefits.  

One of the issues of high priority at the Convention was the recruitment and retention of Zonta Members to answer the very real challenge of diminishing membership world-wide. We are fortunate in having an active Membership Committee, lead by Ailsa Gillies and Linda Lawes, who are already hard at work to address this issue. They would welcome names of interested and interesting women who could be invited to attend an information evening planned for Saturday, 21st.August.  

As we respond to the challenges of this biennium, I can do no better than quote Dame Margaret Anstee, our newest International Honorary Member, who conclude her speech of acceptance with the words "Go on with hope and determination......Women are equal to anything." 

Iris
Iris


ANOTHER LITTLE “HON-ZON” JOINS US:  

It has been quite years since we had not one, but two new mums in our Club, so we were delighted to learn that Sarah Comiskey  safely gave birth to her second daughter on Thursday the 22nd of July at 10.48am.  

Proud mum is hoping to be able to attend the August meeting to introduce us to tiny Mary Kate (assuming of course that big sister Paris and husband Steve will not object too much).
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:  

The Fellowship Committee wishes to remind members about our November Wine Raffle.  If you haven’t already done so, please remember to bring a bottle of wine to the August meeting to the value of $20 or more, or alternatively a donation of $20 would be appreciated.  

The Committee also advise that a  Fellowship Function (that does not include fundraising) is being  planned for Thursday 28th. October.  Venue is James St. Cooking School where Bernadette is arranging for John to speak about the food we have selected while Bernadette will say a few words about the wines she has selected to compliment the food.  Cost is anticipated to be $65, and, because this promises to be a FUN night, transport by Taxi or Maxicabs should be considered!!! 

And while on the subject of fellowship, what a great way to get to know fellow Zontians by joining Ann Shevill for “Easter in the Outback” in March 2005.  Details of this are in Ann’s latest Bulletin on the subject (attached to this Newsletter)

BABETTE STEPHENS AWARD:

Our Club has establlished a Zonta Babette Stephens Prize valued at $1,000 to be awarded annually for an initial period of three to five years to an emerging talent from the second year of the QUT acting course for use by the student to help establish her career.  The selection of the recipient of this award will be handled by QUT.

The play Shakespeare Unzipped will be performed on August 24 .  Although this is an Alumni Night the University has kindly allocated 70 tickets for the event to Zonta (available for purchase at the August meeting).

The inaugural Babette Stephens Prize will be presented at a function in the foyer following the performance of  Shakespeare Unzipped in the Garden Theatre on QUT’s Garden Point campus.

CORK COLLECTION:

We were all astounded to see how many corks Ann Shevill left out last dinner meeting with – they practically filled the boot of her car.  Are we really guilty of drinking that much we wondered.  Well, not quite!!  It appears that Ann now has the United Service Club saving their corks for her collection.

These corks are then passed on to the Guides to be recycled by the ALC Comcork plant in Melbourne.  So far over 260 tonnes of cork has been recycled – a fraction of what is actually dicsarded.

In 1989, ACL Comcork imported granulated cork from Portugal for the manufacture of its basic products including Automotive and Industrial gasket materials.  Granulated cork prices had increased by 379% in 18 months which threatened the viability of Comcork.

During a dinner in Lisbon the then General Manager of Comcork and his wife watched the waiter extract the cork from a wine bottle and discard it.  This made them think that the problem could be solved if they could obtain all discarded wine  corks in Australia to use in industrial prducts, thus saving a valuable raw material and, in a small way, help Australia’s balance of trade by reducing imports of granulated cork.

As it happened, the GM’s wife was an ex Guide Commissioner, who quickly suggested Guides could collect corks throughout Australia for recycling, giving them an immediate source of fundraising.

MEMBERSHIP:

Welcome to new member Sue Thompson who will be inducted into our Club at the August meeting (further details to follow).  Please also change your email address for Ann Shevill to shevilla@bigpond.net.au   

You will also find attached to this Newsletter, details of three prospective new members who have been approved by the Board and are presented for your consideration. Application forms for prospective members may be obtained from Ailsa Gillies or Linda Lawes at dinner meetings 

AN OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME:

This is how Angela Herde described her time in Cambodia, firstly as a volunteer for 15 months working for the Red Cross at the Rehabilatitive Oriented Surgical Enablement (ROSE) Charities Hospital in its early days in 2001/2002, and a further six month (specially requested by the Orthopaedic Surgeon who runs the hosspital) to help with:

· Training a Khmer Physiotherapist at the hospital

· Arranging a Physiotherapy area somewhere in the small overcrowded hospital

· Organising the first “Acid Burn Survivors Support Group in Cambodia”

This hospital only operates on the poor, disabled Cambodians and, as we were all to learn during Angela’s presentation at our July Dinner meeting, the effects of pesticides, which are used prolifically to stop pests eating crops, cause huge numbers of birth defecs as does Agent Orange (a legacy of being the neighbour of Vietnam during the war).  Patients present with cleft lips/pallets, tumors, too many or webbed fingers and toes, no limbs, mental retardation. Club feet, leprosy, war injuries and diseases due to malnourishment.  Burns are common as everyone uses fire to boil water and cook rice.  In overcrowded bamboo huts, fire burn victims come daily to look for correction of contracted muscles and scarred limbs.  Those who receive burns from acid attacks also make their way to the hospital (these attacks are usually as an act of revenge or theft).  Landmine injuries still occur daily due to the huge number still covering Cambodia.

Angela has been a long-term member of our Club and is a qualified Physiotherapist in Private Practice in Brisbane.  She has kept in close contact with our Club during her assignments and has managed to keep us up-to-date with her adventures.  During the final six month period of her stay in Cambodia she managed to build a “Physiotherapy Department” by bricking up two ends of a breezeway/waterway between two buildings with the help of money donated by our Club.  This money also helped to buy equipment.  As medical books cannot be bought in Cambodia, Zonta’s donation also helped to pay for books purchased in Australia and delivered to Cambodia by Angela’s husband during one of his visits to her.

The weather is hot in Cambodia.  Sometines wet.  Often flooded.  And the mode of transport is by bicycle or motorbike.  While the work was heart-breaking (and no doubt back-breaking), Angela also learnt about happiness, humility and gratitude and said that the experience has changed her life and her relationships with family and friends. 

ROSE hospital is funded by international donors and anyone who can help by giving money or their time.  All visiting surgeons, nurses, electricians from many countries are volunteers.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  

Domestic violence is the biggest cause of health problems among young and middle-aged Australian women, inflicting more damage than smoking or obesity, new research has shown.

A Victorian study revealed physical and sexual abuse leads to more illness and kills more women aged under 45 than any other recognised health risk.  While statistics have shown more than 1 million women in Australia have experienced domestic violence, ,the results of the world-first study shocked researchers.

The research showed depression, anxiety, suicide attempts and chronic pain were among the many health problems faced by women exposed to violence.

Researchers calculated the impact of health problems  on women under 45 and found violence was responsible for 9 per cent of the total burden of disease.  By comparison, illegal drugs and alcohol abuse account for less than 4 per cent of the disease burden in younger women, with obesity the fourth highest health risk at just over 2 per cent.

WOMEN’S PAY LINKED TO DIVORCE:

The rise in women’s earnings over the past 40 years has contributed to higher divorce rates according to a study by researchers at Melbourne University'’ economics department.  Male unemployment was another factor, while the presence of children “appeared to deter divorce”.

Women’s earnings have more than doubled since the early 1960s.  At the same time, the divorce rate has more than quadrupled.  Higher female earnings are believed to diminish marital gains by reducing the demand for children and improving the opportunities for women outside marriage.

Despite cally by religious leaders for curbs on divorce, the authors say no-fault divorce, althougjh linked to increased marital breakdown, was not its cause.  They found that while greater earning capacity did increase divorce rates in Australia, higher divorce rates had a “negligible” effect on women’s earnings.

AND FINALLY:   

Residents of an Austrian village called F..king have voted against changing its name.  The 150 or so residents considered a name change to deter people – mainly tourists from coming.  A spokesman said ‘Everyone here knows what it means in English but the name is going to stay, even though the road signs keep getting stolen.’  

The name apparently came from a Mr. F..k and his family who settled in the area 100 years ago, and added “ing”, meaning village or settlement.  The villagers didn’t find out the English meaning of the word until Allied soldiers were stationed in the area in 1945


Please Note:  All articles or reports for the Zonta Club of Brisbane Newsletter to be forwarded to Coralie van Straaten-Peretz:  email :   coralie@samford.net    These must be received by the Thursday evening prior to the Dinner meeting to be included.

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED TODAY?





I’ve learned that those ghastly “Oh, so I really am fat” change-rooms    are just about the only thing that puts me off shopping for a while.


. �





APOLOGIES


If you are unable to attend the Dinner Meeting please advise Judy S. Anderson by the Monday evening of the meeting week or you will be billed  for the cost of the Dinner.


Telephone number 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W).


Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com











DATES TO REMEMBER











Pat’s saying for the month…….





How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you were?


0
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