
[image: image1.png]ZONTA

'B‘

INTERNATIONAL





	President:
Dina Browne AO

 Worthseeing@iprimus.com.au

	Secretary
Jill Reeves

  Jillreeves@hotkey.net.au 
Editor

Coralie van Straaten-Peretz

 Coralie@samford.net
	Treasurer 

Collette Watson

collette@kkp.com.au 


	
	
	

	
	
	


As of  August, 2003, Zonta International has 1,254 clubs in 67 countries and geographic areas.

	· WED – MARCH 3
· WED  - MARCH 3

· FRI – MARCH 5

· THUR – MARCH 11

· SUN – APRIL 18

· JULY 3 – JULY 8, 2004


	DINNER MEETING – United Service Club 

6.30 for 7.00 pm

PAST PRESIDENTS MEETING – United Service Club 6.00

UNIFEM BREAKFAST – Great Hall, Brisbane Convention Centre.  6.45am for 7am.
FELLOWSHIP FILM EVENING – “Plots with a View”, Palace Centro, 39 James St, Valley.  $12 includes glass of bubbly.  Contact Julie Mannion

AREA 3/5 COMBINED WORKSHOP – The Strikers Sports & Community Club, Perry Park, Abbotsford Rd, Bowen Hills 9.00am to 4.00pm

57TH ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

– New York City




Start Spreading the News!


Please Note:  All articles or reports for the Zonta Club of Brisbane Newsletter to be forwarded to Coralie van Straaten-Peretz:  email :   coralie@samford.net    These must be received by the Thursday evening prior to the Dinner meeting to be included.

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends,

This will be a shorter message than usual as we have so many things in this newsletter for you to concentrate on.

As we approach International Women’s Day, I think it is fitting for us to think about how we are meeting the obligations of our membership of Zonta.  This is a question that the Board constantly asks.  I think we measure up reasonably well but am conscious that there is always more room for advocacy, for public support for critical women’s issues and for personal commitment to the ideals of ZI.

Last month, Dale Spender from Second Chance gave us a very timely reminder of some of the difficulties faced by women in Brisbane. What a lot this small group, Second Chance, seems to have achieved in such a short time. Getting the Bank of Queensland to assist homeless women through a credit card is a big coup. I asked for a “purple” Visa Card at my local branch of the Bank of Queensland and was most impressed when the teller knew all about it and also spent some time telling another teller what it was for! It may be a bit of an effort to apply for one, but you know you are playing a part in crucial fund-raising, and, as importantly, you are confirming the value of corporate involvement in community issues. Go purple! 

This month we induct three new members, have a great guest speaker and also see who has put their hand up to see the Club into the next Zonta year – irresistible!

I look forward to seeing all of you at the meeting.

Dina 

Last word:  God’s E-mail.

One day God was looking down at Earth & saw all the inappropriate behaviour that was going on. He decided to send an angel down to Earth to check it out.  

When the angel returned, he told God, "Yes, it is bad on Earth; 95% are misbehaving & 5% are not." God thought for a moment & said, "Maybe I had better send down a 2nd angel to get another opinion."  So God called another angel & sent him to Earth for a time.

When that angel returned he went to God & said, "Yes, it's true. The Earth is in decline; 95% are misbehaving  & 5% are being good."  

God was not pleased. He was debating what to do about the 95%, but in the meantime, decided to E-mail the 5% that were good, to encourage them - give them a little something to help them keep going.


 Do you know what that e-mail said? No?

Dina


CORKS FOR THE GIRL GUIDES:  

--As you may know, Ann Shevill has collected corks for the Girl Guides for a number of years.  Members often ask why is this so?  Well, Ann reports that the Girl Guides ask people to collect them because Corks (not the synthetic sort) are 'collectable, valuable, renewable, recyclable and reusable'.


A team of supporters regularly attend Guide House to clean, sort, cull and prepare the donated material to be sent south for recycling -which enhances income for Guides Australia very significantly.


Ann commented that if the cartons of corks which were brought to the February Dinner Meeting are any indication, Club Members and their relatives and friends had a JOLLY HOLIDAY SEASON !! 


She would like to thank you all for your continuing support in this regard and to please keep them
coming.

BE A TEAM PLAYER:
It's more productive -- and less stressful -- to work as a team.  In your job, in your family, in your community. 
When you spread the work and responsibility around the pressure eases, everything becomes more 
cooperative. 

As much as we like to think of ourselves as complete packages, we're not. We need others to 
contribute what we lack, to balance out our collective strengths and weaknesses. Let go the urge to put it all 
on yourself or take all the credit. Society is a team effort and success most gratifying when everyone's involved. 


Why make yourself crazy?


FUNDRAISING:  

March 11. In association with Fellowship, this is a fun evening. Tickets at $12 p.p. to view the film "Plots with a View" at Palace Centro, 39 James St., The Valley. 6.30 p.m. for a free glass of bubbly, film starts at 7.00p.m.   Some people have already committed, please pick up tickets at the Dinner Meeting March 4. We have plenty more to sell, please ask your friends.

March 27. Small Trash and Treasure at Gap State School. As this is the day of City Council elections, we should be able to make a success of a few hours without the huge efforts necessary in the past. More details will be available at the meeting, but we will be asking for jams, pickles, cakes etc. for sale early on the day. 

There are lots of other events planned, but this will keep us busy for the next month.

SEX OFFENDERS:
Swiss voters recently backed a new law that will automatically send sex offenders and those deemed violent or dangerous to jail for life.

Although the Government was against the measure, more than 56 per cent of voters and a majority of the 26 regions voted for the measure in a nationwide referendum.

According to official figures, in 2003 Swirzerland had 153 people sentenced to prison for sex or violent crimes.  The majority of the accused were sex offenders who were placed in prison medical wards.  The legislation approved in the referendum was drafted by the familits of victims of violent crimes.

GOSSIP:

Wonderful news about Rhonda Davidson-Irwin being contacted by EMI requesting her to write music which could be used in association with the Olympic Games in Athens.  Needless to say Rhonda accepted the challenge and is now busily allowing her talent and imagination to run riot.  Congratulations Rhonda.

We also hear that two pieces of Elizabeth Heber’s work have been accepted into a National Juried Exhibition in America to do with Wild Life Art.  Our congratulations to the talented Elizabeth also.

GIRLFRIENDS:
A young wife sat on a porch in Waycross, Georgia, on a summer day, drinking iced tea and visiting with her mother. As they talked about life, about marriage, about the responsibilities of life and the obligations of adulthood, the mother clinked the ice cubes in her glass thoughtfully and turned a clear, sober glance upon her daughter. "Don't forget your girlfriends," she advised, swirling the tea leaves to the bottom of her glass. "They'll be more important as you get older. No matter how much you love your husband, no matter how much you love the children you'll have, you are still going to need girlfriends. Remember to go places with them now and then; do things with them. And remember that girlfriends are not only your friends, but your sisters, your daughters, and other relatives too. You'll need other women. Women always do."

"What a funny piece of advice," the young woman thought. "Haven't I just gotten married? Haven't I just joined the couple-world? I'm now a married woman, for goodness' sake, a grown-up, not a young girl who needs girlfriends. Surely my husband and the family we'll start will be all I need to make my life worthwhile."
But she listened to her mother; she kept contact with her girlfriends and made more each year. As the years tumbled by, one after another, she gradually came to understand that her mom really knew what she was talking about. As time and nature work their changes and their mysteries upon a woman, girlfriends are the mainstays of her life. After 50 years of living in this world, here is what I know about girlfriends:

Girlfriends bring you casseroles and scrub your bathroom when you need help. Girlfriends keep your children and keep your secrets. Girlfriends give advice when you ask for it. Sometimes you take it; sometimes you don't. Girlfriends don't always tell you that you're right, but they're usually honest. Girlfriends still love you, even when they don't agree with your choices. Girlfriends laugh with you, and you don't need canned jokes to start the laughter. Girlfriends pull you out of jams. Girlfriends help you get out of bad relationships. Girlfriends help you look for a new apartment, help you pack, and help you move. Girlfriends will give a party for your son or daughter when they get married or have a baby, in whichever order that comes.

Girlfriends are there for you, in an instant and when the hard times come. Girlfriends will drive through blizzards, rainstorms, hail, heat, and gloom of night to get to you when your hour of need is desperate. Girlfriends listen when you lose a job or a friend. Girlfriends listen when your children break your heart. Girlfriends listen when your parents' minds and bodies fail. Girlfriends cry with you when someone you loved dies. Girlfriends support you when the men in your life let you down. Girlfriends help you pick up the pieces when men pack up and go. Girlfriends rejoice at what makes you happy, and are ready to go out and kill what makes you unhappy.

Times passes. Life happens. Distance separates. Children grow up. Marriages fail. Love waxes and wanes. Hearts break. Careers end. Jobs come and go. Parents die. Colleagues forget favors. Men don't call when they say they will. But girlfriends are there, no matter how much time and how many miles are between you. A girlfriend is never farther away than needing her can reach.

When you have to walk that lonesome valley, and you have to walk it for yourself, your girlfriends will be on the valley's rim, cheering you on, praying for you, pulling for you, intervening on your behalf, and waiting with open arms at the valley's end. Sometimes, they will even break the rules and walk beside you. Or come in and carry you out.

My daughter, sisters, sisters-in-law, mother-in-law, daughters-in-law, nieces, cousins, extended family, and friends bless my life. The world wouldn't be the same without them, and neither would I. When we began this adventure called womanhood, we had no idea of the incredible joys or sorrows that lay ahead, nor did we know how much we would need each other. Every day, we need each other still.
Sent by Robyn Gaspari and passed on by Dina!
AND FINALLY:

It was recently reported that a 40 year old British woman wearing a chastity belt set off a metal detector alarm at Athens airport.  Officials said the woman told police officers her husband had forced her to wear the belt to make sure she had no extra-marital affairs during a visit to Greece, according to a report in the daily newspaper To Vima.

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED TODAY?





I’ve learned that making a living is not the same as making a life.��.�.��





APOLOGIES


If you are unable to attend the Dinner Meeting please advise Judy S. Anderson by the Monday evening of the meeting week or you will be billed  for the cost of the Dinner.


Telephone number 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W).


Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com











DATES TO REMEMBER











Pat Avery’s thought for the month…….


If you live in the past, your life is history
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