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25 November 1950 — 19 December 2013

In December 2013 the club mourned the passing of long-time
member Sheelagh Hutton. Sheelagh will be remembered
fondly in the club as an inspirational and driving force, a voice
of reason and calm, and of course the person who always
extracted premium fines from members when we played
Zondarme. A Zontian who will be sorely missed and fondly
remembered, Sheelagh epitomised the Zonta mission of
empowering women through service, advocacy and
education.

Below is an excerpt from Sheelagh’s eulogy — given by her son
Andrew Hough.

Sheelagh was a courageous and loving person who we all
greatly admired. | just recently came across a quote from
Elisabeth Kubler Ross that | think encapsulates her: The most
beautiful people we have known are those who have known
defeat, known suffering, known loss, and have found their
way out of the depths. These persons have an appreciation, a
sensitivity, and an understanding of life that fills them with
compassion, gentleness, and a deep loving concern. Beautiful
people do not just happen.

From early life to recent years, Mum'’s life was characterized
by her courage in the face of such adversity, struggle against
such odds, and her bright and beautiful smile she kept along
the way.

Born in Belfast in 1950, she tragically lost her father to illness
when she was very young. Despite this, she worked hard in
school accomplishing academic and extra-curricular success,
but she wasn’t just a bookworm —Van Morrison himself once
called her ‘a very cool cat!” She graduated from Queens
University in Belfast with majors in Education and Psychology
and decided to travel the world. Around this time, she
suffered another setback, sustaining major injuries in a car
accident and having to spend a great deal of time learning to
walk again. Unfortunately things didn’t end there, tragedy
was to strike her family again, taking her brother while he
was in the prime of his life.

Unbowed, she married and left the foggy emerald isles for
the sunshine and warmth of Queensland on a holiday and,
immediately falling in love with this new country, decided to
stay. Living in Calliope she gave birth to three sons, although
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soon after went through a painful and lengthy divorce, and
she was left to bring up her boys by herself. | remember
how proud she was going back to full-time work, and she
ended up devoting much of her professional life to
teaching at Gladstone State High School. Every morning
she was off before we woke up, with our lunches packed
and breakfast ready, and home later that evening to
prepare dinners for us. Now | don’t understand how she
managed this — I've been teaching for ten years and can’t
even look after myself! She managed to create a loving
home, and bring up three boys all while managing a career.
Three boys! Now, I’'m no Dad (yet), but this sounds like a
pretty amazing accomplishment to me.



Thankfully, as we gained increasing
independence, Sheelagh was also able to
start enjoying her own life as well. We've
recently hear countless stories about
travels to Europe, membership with
Zonta, trips to the theatre, dinner and
holidays with friends, as well as her
friends in book club. WE thankn all those
who have come into Mum'’s life and
given her those rich rewards that she
always deserved —we want you to know
she often spoke of you all with fondness
and heartfelt appreciation.

To all of us, Mum showed this uncanny
ability to encourage us in our own times
of adversity. When we felt lost in a dark
pit of depression, self-doubt, or
uncertainty, Mum would peer through
the gloom and pick out something
gleaming about your personality, your
character, your attitudes, your
achievements. She didn’t judge you or
hold you to your failures. She would light
up your whole world, make you feel like
a million bucks, like you could do
anything! We could then leave home, go
back to real life, renewed and ready to
conquer the whole world! “The world is
your oyster Andrew!” she would often
say to me. That it is Mum, but only
thanks to you.

So now you can see how Sheelagh was
our home, our heart, our rock. Oliver
Wendell Holmes once said, Where we
love is home — home that our

feet may leave, but not our

heart. Now that Mum’s heart

is no longer beating, | feel like

my home has disappeared

too. Perhaps we can use use

our memories of her to keep

us going, encouraging us in

times of adversity, and

remembering to really enjoy

life. | hope you too can take

away some fond memories of
Sheelagh today, whether it be
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that bright smile of hers, a cheeky quip
or two, a good conversation over a
couple of glasses (or bottles!) of wine,
an impossibly long recommended
catch-up movie list, or even if she
happened to put you in your place once
in a while!

Please take away a fond memory, and
help this incredible person live on, God
knows she deserved it. She gave so
much and was given so little, fighting
against the odds for the benefit of
others in her life, and single-handedly
creating a warm and happy home we
always wanted to come back to. She
was a woman of courage, a woman of
devotion tp friends and family, and a
woman who also enjoyed some fine
things in life.

To conclude, | would like to talk about
journeys. In recdent days I've thought
how all our lives are really characterised
by journeys. Normally, it would be Mum
sending her boys off at the airport right
about now. Well, this time Mum | am
afraid it is our turn to send you off on
your grand journey. To help you on your
way, | thought | would read an old Irish
blessing which you once said to me:

May the road rise up to meet you. May
the wind always be at your back. May
the sun shine warm upon your face, the
rains fall soft upon your fields, and, until
we meet again, may God hold you in the
palm of his hand.

5
Ll
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Area 2 Meeting 29-30 April

A number of club members recently attended the Area 2
meeting in Bargara. The meeting was hosted by the Zonta
Club of Bundaberg and was a great learning experience for
all those who attended.

Mother’s Day Classic ;

Members of the club participated in what
will be an annual event — the Mother’ Day
Fun Run/Walk. Although there were only a
few members, (Karen, Carol, Diana, Gail
and myself — also joined by Tori) everyone
had a great time!

Psssttt....Did you hear?

Facebook Session

Members enjoyed a wine and cheese
fellowship in April and learnt a little about
how to use Facebook, and do so safely. A big
thank-you to Kate and Janine from Advocacy
for organising a great event!
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AGM 2013-14 Report’s

Presidents Report

It has been a year of change where new ideas and events have been discussed
and are being implemented, and | am delighted to see our Zonta Club of
Gladstone embracing the latest technologies and using these to increase
awareness of our mission to improve the lives of women, locally, nationally
and globally through service and advocacy.

We have achieved so many of our goals this year and Zonta has got its name in
the news regularly which has certainly contributed to our community being
more aware of who we are and what we do.

Our workshops both for breast cushion and birthing kit assembly have been
well attended and successful, our fundraising functions have provided
donations for some very deserving organisations and we have some great
initiatives underway.

Our involvement in Shine at Gladstone State High School, our donation to
Roseberry Community Services and our Young Women’s Leadership Program,
that is in the planning stages, are benefiting our young women in the
community and we were also able to award scholarship payments to two
students that were commencing their university studies this year.

We have celebrated engagements, weddings and new arrivals within the club

and it is inspiring to see some of our young mums renewing their membership
and continuing their involvement when we know how much time and energy

goes into motherhood, especially in those early years.

On a sad note, we are saying goodbye to one of Gladstone's founding
members and past presidents. Di Malcolm has been involved in the club since
it was chartered on 27 Jan 1992 and she will be greatly missed. From everyone
here in Zonta, we wish you life’s very best Di, good luck with the move south,
and we hope to see you at our meetings while you are still in town.

Finally before | hand over my gavel to our new President, | would just like to
say thank you to each and every one of you wonderful women, thank you for
all your hard work, thank you for all the expertise you have given, thankyou for
devoting endless hours to meetings and to organising and attending events,
and thank you for your support of my leadership over the last 12 months.

Hilary Hutton

Did you know?

The first president
of the Gladstone
Zonta Club was
Judy Miles...
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Treasurers Report

| am pleased to present my financial report for the year
ended 31 May 2014.

Firstly, sincere thanks go to all our members who have
worked tirelessly at our many fundraising events to enable
us to further the aims of Zonta. Your support is greatly
appreciated. We are all working women and our time is
precious. This makes it so special.

It has been increasingly hard to compete with other charity
events in Gladstone. There is only a small proportion of the
local population that can be relied upon to support our
causes. Response has been amazing, however. The Movie
Trivia night was a case in point. Building on the experience
of the previous one, this one was well attended and raised a
lot of money, considering the relatively small amount of
guests. Total profits raised from this came to $7,347.60 of
which $4,850.00 was donated to Roseberry Community
Services, a well deserving local organisation.

The Zonta Stall at the annual Gladstone Multicultural
Festival was well run, beautifully decorated and managed to
do a brisk trade in cupcakes and other sweet delights.
Although not strictly speaking a fundraising event, we
managed to raise $825.00 on the day.

For International Women’s Day it was decided that, rather
than compete against the many events happening around
town, we would join AIM and support their event. We were
a major partner and held a raffle to raise funds for the
Gladstone Women’s Health Centre. Total proceeds were
$1,016.75 of which $675.00 were donated to GWHC.

Through our internal raffles at Dinner meetings, we
managed to raise $700.00 for a hospital in East Timor.
Unfortunately owing to miscommunication about bank
transfer details this donation has not yet taken place. Karen
Ahrens, the local liaison for the organisation is trying to sort
this out.

The Wine Club: $400.00 was donated to the Samaritan’s
Purse. $180.30 went towards the donation made in the
name of Sheelagh Hutton to Interact at Gladstone SHS.
Another $300 was raised from a raffle held in her memory
and the Club contributed another $19.70 to bring the total
donation to $500.00.

Two scholarships were awarded, for Psychology and Law.
Paul Grant and Chris Trevor and Associates each
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contributed $500.00 and the Club donated a further
$500 to each scholarship.

A more complete Profit and Loss sheet as well as a
balance sheet will follow as our financial year is now
ending on 31 May to align with the Zonta
International year.

In order to save transfer fees and time input for the
international transfers, Margaret and | had hoped to
be able to register for internet banking but as we
require 2 signatories the bank would not allow this.

This coming year will prove to be a challenge. Our
projects are quite ambitious; starting with 2000
birthing kits to be assembled costing $6000.00. We
have already received a contribution of $600.00 from
Quota and are awaiting another contribution from
Rotary. We have a very small member base this year
and it will take a lot of dedication and drive to
continue to serve the women in our region and the
rest of the world. | am certain that we will achieve
this.

A big focus too in the coming year will be the
drawing up of a budget to assist the Club with careful
management of all accounts. We should be striving
to achieve a working ratio of between 1:1 and 2:1.
This means that we would have current assets of $2
for every $1 of current liabilities or at least $1 for
every S1, as suggested at the workshop regarding
Governance of not-for-profit organisations presented
by Rio Tinto in October.

Anyone willing to assist in the drawing up of the
budget is very welcome.

Heidi Moller



Advocacy — Committee Chair Report

Throughout the past year, the Advocacy committee has
worked tirelessly to further advance the work and
profile of the Zonta Club of Gladstone. This year, we
also undertook to actively advocate in our community
for women and girls across the world as part of the
Zonta Says No Campaign (ZSN). Although the club has
actively advocated for Zonta and community initiatives
in the past, this was the first time the Club has been an
advocacy leader in our community. Congratulations
ladies.

During the year we facilitated media coverage of our
Educational Bursaries, our fantastic donation to SHINE
at Gladstone State High School, as well as our Birthing
Kit and Breast Cushion workshops in the Gladstone
Observer, Gladstone News Weekly and in social media
via the Club’s Facebook page. This helped in promoting
the great work the Club has done in the community as
well as profiling the Club positively in the community.

This year we also developed a club Facebook page. The
page’s presence has grown stronger in social media
with to date, over 180 likes meaning our posts reach
hundreds of people. Thanks, Gail! Activity reports have
indicated people respond really well to donations and
result based activities that help those in the
community, but we generally receive positive feedback
and support from the community with all our
communication.

| encourage all members who haven’t already, to Like
the page on Facebook and to share it with their
Facebook friends. The more people who like the page,
see the Club’s messages and this creates a positive
snowball effect.

The Club’s Wine, Cheese and Facebook afternoon gave
members the opportunity to enjoy fellowship as well as
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learn more about Facebook, its benefits socially and
from the Club’s perspective. Organising a home page
for another form of contact on the web has not yet
eventuated however the Facebook page has been a
solid start in introducing Zonta Gladstone to an
engaged and eager audience.

The Club, especially Nat and Shyrelle had a lot of input
in organising a successful Trivia Night held at Scotties
again in September. It was also very successful raising
funds for Roseberry Community Services.

The Gladstone Multicultural Festival was a resounding
success, as all 250 cupcakes sold at our stall, which
was beautifully decorated by members. It was a great
opportunity to raise funds and also promote our
Zonta Says No (ZSN) campaign where ZSN pins and
ribbons were sold and where members engaged with
community on the subject of Domestic Violence.

During White Ribbon Month and the ZSN campaign
the club had guest speakers, sold White Ribbons on
the 25" at the Ferry Terminal engaging with a large
male community and attended Reclaim the Night.
These were great advocacy opportunities within our
community.

I look forward to continuing and expanding on the
Club’s Advocacy for advancing the status of Women
and welcome to the new committee!

I would again like to thank Nat Cooper for her support
in my transition to Advocacy Chair and her work in the
Club as the previous Chair. | would also like to thank
the committee as a whole, we all lead busy lives so it’s
great to still have members come to meetings and
support in their own way. Thank you.

Kate Le Lacheur



Membership — Committee Chair Report

The Membership Committee has had another productive and eventful year of Zonta and has seen many new initiatives,
members and guests welcomed by the Club. The changing of the Chair position occurred hallway through the year as
Tori was unable to continue, at which point | was asked to take on the role. It was quite daunting at first, but | have
managed to work though the obstacles and have agreed to take in on for a further year!

This year the club has had a new dinner venue, the Harvey Road Tavern. The membership committee were very happy
to have a taste test night just to be sure it would be ok. Whilst we know the portions are big (we recommend that you
don’t eat that day) and yes it gets cool (remember to bring jumpers) the venue is serving us well and we have decided to
keep our booking until the end of the year — I just need to inform Harvey Road Tavern.

A number of new initiatives have been included as part of the monthly dinner meetings this year. We no longer provide
small gifts to those having a birthday, instead we just acknowledge them as a club. The Christmas dinner at Scotties
restaurant saw members receive gifts that were donations through world vision. The Committee also recently
introduced a new segment - “Who am I” and will see a different member giving a short talk about themselves or
facilitate a short game at the dinner meeting on a regular basis. | would encouraged all members to participate in this
new initiative should you be asked to do so.

Members of the Club continued to support the Shine Programme held at the Gladstone State High to assist young girls,
two sessions will have been held by the end of this month. The Club also hosted two fellowship events: The Mothers
Day’s Classic fun-run, which will be an annual event for the club and a Facebook information session, where members
learnt all about how to use facebook and how to ensure their online security.

In December the club mourned the passing of Sheelagh Hutton, this was a massive loss to our club and shook our
members but her memory will live on amongst us and at Gladstone State High School.

On a personal note, | would like to thank my committee members for all their help during this year especially the
thousand questions | seem to have had and will continue to have. Look forward to working with my new committee to
strengthen our membership and assist with building the membership base once again.

Tracy Sutton

Service — Committee Chair Report

It has been a busy and successful year from Service and and importance of the kits, all helped hugely.

I have been proud to have chaired such a dedicated

group. My members have been the first to volunteer for All members helped out with the preparation of the kits
service and are full of great ideas. They have been before the day- essential to ensuring the smooth running
instrumental in the sharing, and gathering of important of the event.

information. They are always open to discussion and to

receiving suggestions from others. Danni has taken over the helm this year and is well on the

way to preparing for a bigger and better workshop.

Throughout the year our successes have included: Thanks to her’s and Suzanne’s efforts we received much
needed donations from Rotary and Dr Bush towards the
An excellent Birthing Kit workshop: Dr. Danni was costs.

instrumental in raising awareness for our birthing kits.

Making herself available for interviews, including having o d iRt st CRICH MOHSGR: (DR St i

her photo taken while pregnant and explaining the use and Di Malcolm were instrumental in making sure the

breast cushion workshop went smoothly — input of other
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members is also recognised. (special thanks again to
Suzanne and also to Heidi— and of course a huge thankyou
to Kelly-Anne for doing the “behind the scenes” work).

A special mention to Phoebe and Danni for organising the
wrapping workshop afterwards — and many thanks to all
who helped out again there.

I am delighted to say Diana has taken on the responsibility
to run it again this year and is well on track including
adding some new ideas to make the packaging easier!
Many thanks to Wendy who also put her hand up for this
task initially.

Through Colleen’s contacts and commitment we
contacted the various service providers in our region with
a view to collating an information brochure on Domestic
Violence Services. We discovered that this excellent idea
had already been taken up by someone else but, in the
process, we made ourselves known to many services with
the offer to assist in future. Colleen also showed her
dedication to the cause by joining other members in the
cold, dark dawn on white ribbon day.

Some of our committee members put their hands up to
join last years’ Trivia Night fundraiser which raised funds
for Roseberry Community Services, who, among other
things, provide crisis accommodation for women and
children who are left homeless due to DV — this extends to
young adults/late teens who find themselves without
homes and family. Those same members have
volunteered again this year and we are looking forward to
another amazing evening.

We chose to support the AIM function rather than holding
our own IWD event and raised much needed funds for
Women’s Heath Centre through the raffle, who provide,
among other things, support for victims of sexual violence.
Thanks again goes to Diana for arranging the major prize
for that raffle and to the other individual members of our
committee who went out of their way to provide
assistance to AIM and ensure that our presence was felt at
that event.

We ran our first Bursary event and were delighted to be
able to financially assist 2 young ladies to commece
tertiary studies outside of Gladstone. All committee
members worked hard to raise donations towards that
award and all committee members joined in the panel
discussion in choosing our worthy recipients.
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We also contacted all of our local high schools to
promote the Young Women in Current Affairs Award
and were disappointed that no applicant’s came
forward. It will be a challenge for the new committee to
generate interest in this award for this year.

We have taken on board the “hand bag suggestion” to
collect hand bags with basic toiletry items to give to a
DV service for women who find themselves removed
from home in crisis situations — another project for our
new committee to follow up on.

We also turned our minds to future fundraising
opportunities and are very excited about our new
concept of a Short Film Festival. (An idea which
developed from a discussion which arose at the breast
cushion wrapping workshop). Again members have
rallied to arrange this event with another huge thanks to
Danni, in particular.

| have enjoyed some very strong support from the
members of my committee — and particularly, those
whose names have been mentioned in this report. Their
enthusiasm, dedication and commitment have made my
role a breeze. It has also been a privilege to serve with
one of our charter members, Di Malcolm and have the
benefit of her experience.

We will particularly miss the commitment that Colleen
has brought to the committee this last year and | highly
commend her to the membership committee!

| happily pass the baton to Diana who is extremely
dedicated, and | look forward to staying on and
providing my assistance as a committee member of
Service for the next year.

Catherine Benson



A ‘thank you’ message to the Zonta Clubs of District 22

When | was elected as District Governor and began to set goals for my biennium, | gave myself the challenge of visiting
every Club in the District at least once, to ensure that every Zontian had the opportunity to hear about Zonta directly
from a District and international perspective. After more than 50 Club meetings and events, two Leadership Workshops,
eight Area Meetings, and a District Conference, | feel | have reached that goal and | want to thank you all for the warm
welcome and the generous support you have extended to me in the process.

International President Lynn McKenzie's ‘visibility and credibility’ catchphrase for her biennium has resounded with us
all, and every Zontian can be proud of the extent to which the Zonta says NO campaign was embraced as a means of
making Zonta more visible in communities across the District, attracting interest not only in the issue of violence against
women, but in membership of Zonta.

Amongst other achievements, the District has also taken a strong leadership role in advocacy. Thanks to Denise Conroy,
submissions have been made on no fewer than seven issues affecting the status of women. We have also made an
exceptional contribution to the growth of Z Clubs this biennium with one chartered by Charters Towers, and three by
the Mackay Club. In addition, our Clubs continue to make and distribute Breast Care Cushions as a District project and to
make an outstanding contribution to the Birthing Kit Foundation through assembling thousands of kits each year (27 of
the 43 D22 clubs collectively made 32,800 kits this biennium) — all of that on top of making a very real difference to
improving the status of women in our local communities.

The District can also take pride in the international success of our candidates in the programs directed at the next
generation of women leaders (Young Women in Public Affairs Awards, Jane M. Klausman Scholarships and Amelia
Earhart Fellowships) and in the exceptional financial contribution made to the Zonta International Foundation to
support both those programs and Zonta International’s service and ZISVAW programs. At 30 April, the cut-off date for
contributions to be recognised at the Orlando Convention, this District had contributed USD$232,024.99, making it the
fourth most generous District in the Zonta world. Congratulations!

A second personal goal of my biennium was to strengthen communication and to consolidate the District
administratively. The development and launch of a new District website was a critical part of this process as was
adopting a practice of communicating with Club leaders through ‘single issue’ e-mails rather than newsletters. Area
boundaries were changed to produce a more even distribution of Clubs, with Gympie moving from Area 1 to Area 2 and
Brisbane River moving from Area 1 to Area 3, and the Zonta Clubs of Mt Isa Breakfast, Logan, Emerald and Tamborine
Mountain, which were either inactive or at risk of failing to meet legal obligations, were supported in exiting from Zonta
International with grace and pride, collectively contributing a legacy of more than $5,700 to the Zonta International
Foundation from the closure of their Clubs.

Another goal was to achieve greater sharing of resources and ideas — the orange T-shirts and District-specific ribbons
produced for the Zonta says NO campaign were an excellent example of this, and many Clubs shared artwork and
supplier details in order to produce a range of other merchandise. Similarly, a bulk purchase of copies of the 2012-2014
program edition of The Zontian magazine and of business cards printed with Zonta’s QR code, gave Clubs a valuable
resource to distribute to new and prospective members and to community leaders.

Collaboration among Clubs has been another outstanding feature of the biennium, particularly among the 18 Clubs
within 100 km of Brisbane. The Walk to say NO with its accompanying website, and the joint fundraiser in support of the
Salvation Army’s Project NOW both earned a nomination for the inaugural Service Recognition Awards which will be
announced at the 2014 Convention in Orlando.

Despite the closure of four Clubs, District 22 had 1082 members at the end of March 2014, only 17 fewer than at the
end of the 2010-2012 biennium. This is testament to the highly successful recruitment undertaken by Clubs and, with a
stronger focus on retention, continuation of the Zonta says NO campaign, and an inspiring suite of international service
projects for the next biennium, | am confident that District membership will continue to grow over the next biennium under
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the leadership of Judith Trevan-Hawke as District Governor, and Ans Van Erp as Lieutenant Governor and District
Membership Chairman. | also hope to be able to play a direct role because the incoming International President, Maria
Jose Landeira @stergard, has asked me to serve on the International Membership Committee — a challenge | am looking
forward to.

Thank you again for all that you do and for making my term as Governor so satisfying and memorable.

Judith Anderson OAM

Plenty of things are happening in the club at the moment —if you have a hidden talent, a skill set we don’t know about, or
would just like to get more involved with Club activities there is plenty going on. Below is just a small list of some of the
things that are happening, if you have something to offer simply get in contact with the responsible Zontian.

Fundraising Bake
Sale

Baked goods, ingredients and on-the day help are all required for the fundraising bake sale
to be held at Bunnings.

Contact: Kate Le Lacheur

T) 0423 216 234

E)

Film Festival Event organisation, ticket promotion and sales and on-the day assistance are all required
Committee for the Film Festival

Contact: Danni Gitsham

T) 0428 710 753

E)
Trivia Night Event organisation, ticket promotion and sales and on-the day assistance are all required
Committee for the Trivia Night

Contact: Diana Cameron
T) 0417 745 508
E)

Budget Development

Assistance and input is required in developing the Club’s annual budget.
Contact: Heidi Moller

T) 0423 778 991

E)

Birthing Kit
Workshop

Plastic sheet folding, string and soap cutting, event promotion, volunteers and on-the-day
support are all needed for the Workshop.

Contact: Danni Gitsham

T) 0428 710 753

E)

Breast Cushion
Workshop

Pre-sewing, sewing machines, volunteers, event promotion and on-the-day support are all
needed for the Workshop.

Contact: Diana Cameron

T) 0417 745 508

E)

Guest Speakers

Do you know of someone that is doing interesting work? We are always looking for
potential guest speakers for our monthly dinner meetings.

Contact: Kate Le Laucher

T) 0423 216 234

E)
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Advocacy

Committee Chair — Kate Le Lacheur

Members
Colleen Tribe Ali Young Gail Sellers
Hilary Hutton Janine Phillips

Membership

Committee Chair — Tracy Sutton

Members
Carol Thompson  Heidi Moller Alison Kelly
Margaret Esdale  Pella Maltabes Jill Hopson

SERVICE

Committee Chair — Diana Cameron

Members
Catherine Benson Lola Kerr Karen Marsh
Dianne Treveton Anne Blain Danni Gitsham

Board

President Suzanne Schulte
Vice President Catherine Benson
Treasurer Heidi Moller
Assistant Treasurer Margaret Esdale
Secretary (Mins) Colleen Tribe
Secretary (Cor) Alison Kelly
Committee Chairs Kate Le Lacheur

Tracy Sutton
Diana Cameron
Past President Hilary Hutton
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