Smart Women Smart Housing  

Recently I was invited as a representative of Zonta to be part of a planning committee which organized a seminar for women in our community about simple, common sense design for sustainable housing. 

The Department of Communities together with the Engineering Department of the Central Queensland University wanted to offer women a chance to fully understand how to design a home to meet present needs as well as future needs and to discover simple solutions which would provide lifelong benefits. The key elements of the Smart Housing program included universal design, safety and security and cost efficiency.

The program for the afternoon included a presentation facilitated by Professor Elizabeth Taylor of CQU, a workshop opportunity to discuss housing needs and preferences and a tour of the nearby Research House to see Smart Housing principles in use.

The seminar was attended by 95 women (and a few men) who, following the presentation by Elizabeth Taylor, were able to take part in the workshop which offered an opportunity to solve personal issues relating to building a new home or renovating an existing home.

For me it was also an opportunity to represent Zonta in delivering a valuable service to the women of the community.

Berenice Payne
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