“Reflections – a Century of Burdekin Women 2005
“Reflections – a Century of Burdekin Women” coincides with the Queensland Government’s celebration of 100 years of women’s voting rights in Queensland and 40 years for Indigenous women. Funding was accessed from: the Queensland Government’s Office of Women “Partnership Grants” and the Regional Arts Development Fund, which is a joint initiative of Arts Queensland and Burdekin Shire Council.

The exhibition features the lives of 40 Burdekin women and the contribution they have made to the district.  A diverse range of women have been featured in the exhibition:  

· the first white woman to walk on Burdekin soil, Alice Kitkethley, the wife of the captain of the ill-fated ship “Peruvian” which was shipwrecked off this coastline in 1846 and who lived for a number of years with the aboriginal people; 
· sisters Esther and Agnes Lynch who ran the Queens Hotel at the turn of the century; 
· the first female Chairman of Burdekin Shire, Beth Honeycombe; 
· Shirley Gilmore who works tirelessly to support Burdekin women through the Breast Cancer Support Group; and 
· members of the Ethnic and Indigenous communities.

Recent sporting achievers included in the exhibition are: 

· world champion golfer Karrie Webb; 
· Para-Olympian Brooke Stockham; and 

· of the world’s most respected and successful professional photographers, Anne Geddes.

The Exhibition at the Power Station also showcases memorabilia from the area - silver, jewellery, fine china, clothing and school materials.

The following, written by Zonta member Mary Lynch, personifies the exhibition –
“The magnitude of their individual efforts ought not to be compared one with the other – rather viewed as a streamed cross-section through a variety of pursuits, labelling each one a beacon, who has indelibly imprinted the past and undoubtedly inspires the future.”

The Exhibition was opened by District 24 Governor Ros Kinder with the opening attended by many of the women featured in the Exhibition and their relatives. Zonta members acknowledge the special efforts of members of the Power Station Museum in preparing this exhibition space for the opening today, and the guidance and assistance provided to Zonta members by Graeme Haller and Laura Scott.

Zonta members also acknowledge the generous sponsorship of National Australia Bank, Queens Hotel, Dal Santo’s Deli and Power Station Museum.

Stage 2 of this project will be the production of a book from these magnificent stories and grant funds will be sought to help with this.
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