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As of  July, 2004, Zonta International has 1,253 clubs in 67 countries and geographic areas.

· WED – NOVEMBER 2

· SUN – NOVEMBER 13

· WED – NOVEMBER 30
· JUNE 24 – 29, 2006


DINNER MEETING – United Service Club 

6.30 FOR 7.00 pm

ZONTA GIFT FAIR – Forest Place, Sandgate Road, Clayfield

BOARD MEETING – Qld. Ballet Board Room, Cnr. Drake St. & Montague Rd, West End  6.00 pm sharp 

58TH ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – Melbourne Exhibition & Convention Centre


FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Zontians,

October has certainly been an eventful month.....beginning with the rain ! How wonderful to see brown grass turn green overnight!

District 24's eventful Conference has been successfully completed, and a great time was had by all who attended.  We had some very interesting speakers, with subjects ranging from the extremely disturbing, to entertaining and educational.

Speaking of entertaining, how does our very own Judith Anderson manage to come up with such original scripts for her fun "Quiz" on the night of the Conference Dinner.  I have a disc of the Speakers speechers and other information which I will bring to the Meeting for loan to any members; first in first to listen.

Our Film Evening was a lot of fun and modestly successful financially. Thanks to Veronica for organizing, and to Anne (Dill Grantham) and Sally for donating raffle prizes.

It is now the time of the year to be thinking of our future financial  plans; in particular our proposed budget for 2006-7.  Though our Treasurer Margaret is currently on leave, preliminary figures will be available for the November meeting.

Now is also the time to be thinking of others in relation to Christmas. Our charter member Ann Shevill has for more than 20 years been collecting small items for gift giving to residents of St.Lukes.  For new members information, this means bringing a small personal product , such as a hand cream or talc (unwrapped) for Ann to supply a little Christmas cheer: November or December meetings please.

I also have to raise a more sensitive issue..  It has become increasingly difficult for some members to hear Speakers at our Dinner Meetings. This can be helped  by better use of the microphone.. I'll try to remember this myself and also remind the Guest Speaker, but importantly, by the quiet attention of all our members. Remember, even if you sit well away from the speaker, voice sounds carry and can be very intrusive, not to mention conversation at this time being a breach of good manners. Please be considerate of all others.

I look forward to welcoming you to a slightly different type of meeting - with Members Moments for a change.

Iris

PS   A quote from The New York Times, January 16, 1880.

· "after a few more flashes in the pan, we shall hear very little more of Edison or his electric lamp. Every claim he makes has been tested and proved impracticable"
· ITEMS TO BRING TO MEETING:

· Orders for Smoked Salmon & Salmon Pearls together with money – remember that the deadline for these orders is November 2.  Members who will not be at the meeting can post their orders with payment to Sally Watson, PO Box 740, Samford, 4520.   Salmon will be available for collection in early December.

· Sold Raffel Ticket Butts, also with money.  This raffle is due to be drawn at the Zonta Gift Fair on Sunday, November 13.

· Christmas gift items (unwrapped) for distribution to the shut-in patients of St. Luke’s  -  Ann Shevill will collect these.
· Orders for the Zonta Wine Packs (selected by Bernadette O’Shea).  Members will have received details of this offer either by e-mail or post.  These packs will be available for collection at the December Dinner Meeting.  Again, members who will not be at the meeting can post their orders with payment to Sally Watson.
CHARTER MEMBER – THE LATE PAT AVERY:

Our dear friend Pat was remembered at the Memorial Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving on Sunday morning 9 October at the recent Zonta International District 24 Conference at the Gold Coast.

This is what was written in the relevant programme:

"Patricia Babette Avery was a very special person who dedicated her life to the service of others, to her family and to the many organizations to which she belonged. Pat was a member of the Zonta Brisbane Club for 32 years, Charter Secretary, and only missed two meetings in all those years and that was due to ill health. She had a wicked sense of humour and always found humour in any situation and she always believed that if you really want to do something you find the opportunity, if you don't want to do something , you find an excuse. She was a Board Member, Vice-President, and President of YWCA, State Secretary of Girl Guides for many years, on the National Council of Women for 25 years, 13 years on the UNIFEM Brisbane Committee, and also found time to do her Batchelor of Arts Degree. 

The Zonta members want to use one of Pat's own sayings to describe her life: 'Many people will walk in and out of your life but only true friends will leave footprints in your heart' "

On behalf of the Club, I was privileged to place the Zonta Rose and to light a candle in memory of Pat whose memory will always remain with me as a cherished friend.

Ann Shevill

(The Club has continued to include “Pat’s sayings for the Month” in the Newsletter as a mark of respect for a  much- loved and sadly missed fellow member)

WOMEN STRIKE FOR EQUALITY:

The women of Iceland held a half-day strike at work and home on Monday, October 24, over inequalities in pay, domestic violence and other areas of sexual discrimination, in a rerun of a similar protest by women exactly 30 years ago.

Women were urged to leave their workplace and stop cooking and washing at home. The action took place in a country where the level of sexual equality is already high, but organisers said progress was still needed.  "The goal of this year's protest  is the same as it was 30 years ago, to show the value of the contribution of women to the Icelandic economy,"  one of the organisers told Reuters.

Because Icelandic women earn 64.15 percent of what men earn, the action was taken to highlight the gap in pay.

Iceland prides itself on promoting sexual equality. A generous welfare state funds kindergarten places so that women, who often end up being the ones who stay at home with the children, can return to work.

Since the first strike (in 1975}, women’s  representation in politics and the workplace has risen.  

Women hold 33 percent of seats in parliament, versus five percent in 1975, and 80 percent of women are now in work, up from 50 percent.

But while the situation of women has improved since the 1975 strike, which was to highlight World Women’s Day, the organisers say it is still not good enough.  (And we can’t disagree with that.} 

OTHER NEWS:

It was great to hear that one of Lea Greenaway’s  short stories has been published in an anthology, The Devil in Brisbane, that was launched at the Brisbane Writers Festival at the end of September. Although Lea has  been busy with the Aurealis Award project and travel, it’s obviously hard to keep a creative girl down.  Congratulations Lea.

AND FINALLY:

Swaziland's Top Dog, Absolute Monarch King Mswati has spoken. In fact, he's figured the whole thing out. And it comes down to this: "The Bible says curse be unto a woman who wears pants, and those who wear their husband's clothes. That is why the world is in such a state today." Then, moving right along to the ridiculous notion of "human rights," Mr. Big tells it like it is: "What rights? God created people, and He gave them their roles in society." It seems that the King's main role is to marry. He currently has 9 wives and is planning wedding No. 10. He's also reviewing videos of topless girls performing a traditional dance in order to finger No


Please Note:  All articles or reports for the Zonta Club of Brisbane Newsletter to be forwarded to Coralie van Straaten-Peretz:  email :   coralie@samford.net    These must be received by the Thursday noon  prior to the Dinner meeting to be included.




APOLOGIES


If you are unable to attend the Dinner Meeting please advise Judy S. Anderson by the Monday evening of the meeting week or you will be billed  for the cost of the Dinner.


Telephone number 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W).


Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com











DATES TO REMEMBER











Pat’s saying for the month…….


My idea of housework is to sweep the room


with a glance.


 


is a swollen head.
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