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Newsletter – AUGUST 2007
President & Newsletter Editor – Judith A Anderson; 1st Vice-President – Margaret Ferguson; 2nd Vice-President – Ailsa Gillies; 
Correspondence Secretary – Julie Mannion; Minutes Secretary – Christine Maclean; Treasurer – Robyn Currell; Directors – Amber Buckland, 
Lea Greenaway, Veronica McLaughlin, Barbara Murray, Susan Plant, Jennifer West.
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	· WED., AUG 1
	CLUB MEETING – the meeting will begin with an inspirational presentation at 7.00 pm by 10 students from the Academy of Creative Industries. Don’t be late!

	· THURS., AUG 23
	LA BELLE ÉPOQUE ‘AFTER PARTY’ – celebrate the success of our August 2 Joie de Vivre fundraiser with a great Members Only night of fellowship. Just $50 for a fabulous, three-course meal at Brisbane’s only 5-star boutique hotel. Bookings and advance payment essential – forms available at the August 1 meeting. 

	· SAT. & SUN. 

SEPT. 8 & 9
	DISTRICT CONFERENCE – Quality Resort Twin Towns, Tweed Heads. Just 5 more days to take advantage of the July 30 Early Bird discount. For more information and to register go to: http://zontadistrict24.org

	· SAT., SEPT 10
	SANDGATE CLUB CHARTER DINNER. Invitation forwarded to all by e-mail.

	· SEPTEMBER 28-30
	DRAGONS ABREAST REGATTA – Kawana Lake, Sunshine Coast. See Ann Shevill for details or visit www.dragonsabreast.com.au  

	· THURS., OCT 4
	GALA THEATRE NIGHT – the 2007 Babette Stephens Memorial Award will be presented at a special function after the Gala performance of Twelfth Night by this year’s QUT acting students, directed by Bille Brown. Funds raised go to support the Award. Just $20 per ticket – tickets available at August and September meetings from Julie Mannion.

	· FRI., OCTOBER 12
	OPENING OF LIZ & FRIENDS ART EXHIBITION – Parliament House (more details closer to the event)

	· WED., NOV. 14 (TBC)
	WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT DINNER – Please note that the availability of the Governor, Ms Quentin Bryce, as guest speaker, cannot be confirmed until August. N.B. This will be in lieu of the normal meeting night (November 7).


The United Services Club has a strict deadline for finalising meal orders. As it is assumed you will be attending every meeting unless an apology is received, it is critical that you let Judy “Goodtime” Anderson know by noon on Monday, July 30, if you will not be attending the meeting. Telephone: 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W); Fax: 3891 1029 (W); Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com. Any member from whom an apology is not received in time is automatically invoiced for the meal ordered for her. 

 

OUR FABULOUS FUNDRAISERS 

Bernadette O’Shea (our very own Chevalier de l’Ordre du Mérite Agricole) has truly been a Knight, leading the charge towards next week’s magnificent Joie de Vivre event, flanked by Susan Plant as Committee Chair and the dedicated team of fundraisers, particularly Lea Greenaway, Fran Morrison, and Susan Young. They have spent countless hours to see this project come to fruition on our behalf and it is very pleasing to know that it will raise a significant amount of money for both our club projects and for the Vanuatu Cervical Cancer project so dear to the heart of Dr Margaret McAdam and Prof Ian Frazer.

Susan reports that the committee has received more than 45 donations of goods or services valued in excess of $1000 and many, many more valued from $200 to $1000.  She adds: “There are likely to be 12 Live Auctions and around 75 silent auctions items, as well as two raffles – the one that is out already at $20 per ticket with four prizes, and another one donated by Singapore Airlines of two return economy airfares to Paris at $50 a ticket or 3 for $100. And we will also have Balloons for $50 or $100 each with great prizes, and many people who are not able to come have sent us donations.”
The Zonta Club of Brisbane is proud to work in partnership with the following companies and individuals in supporting the Vanuatu Cervical Cancer project and 
the service projects of the Zonta Club of Brisbane

Corporate Partners
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Associate Partners
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BUGLE-HEADED BATTEN SCREWS, ANYONE?

Our newly qualified WONDER WOMEN (Judith Anderson, Margaret Ferguson, Lea Greenaway, Christine Maclean, Barbara Murray, Rhyl Row, Ann Trezise, and Jennifer West) are not to be messed with! After a great day at Grovely TAFE on July 14 with instructors Kevin Larsen and Shane Smith, they can all walk into hardware stores and speak confidently about RCDs, hard-point saws, and those fabulously-named bugle-headed batten screws. Organised by Annette McFarlane at Grovely TAFE, the Wonder Women course provided plenty of useful tips and tradesmen’s tricks, was lots of fun, and gave participants a magnificent piece of garden furniture to show off to family and friends. Highly recommended!
1600 BIRTHING KITS ASSEMBLED IN RECORD TIME
The Grovely TAFE was a hive of Zonta activity again on July 21 for our second Birthing Kit Assembly Day. 15 Zontians were there on the day as well as prospective member Alison Tait, five medical students from TIME, and some very hand-working Hon Zons – Barbara Murray’s husband Rob, Jen West’s sister Helen, and two of Ann Trezise’s laboratory staff all turned out to help. 
Jennifer West did a superb job of organising the day, and Annette McFarlane’s self-declared Capricorn personality meant that everything had been thought of to make the Grovely TAFE our ‘best ever’ venue. And on top of that, she and Jennifer made delicious pots of soup for lunch to round off the day, and other participants supplied a splendid spread for morning tea.
The following Zontians (listed alphabetically) gave their time for this most worthwhile service project: Judith Anderson, Margaret Ferguson, Tess Garrone, Lea Greenaway, Shirley McCorkindale, Annette McFarlane, Christine Maclean, Julie Mannion, Joan Moloney, Barbara Murray, Iris Scott, Ann Shevill, Ann Trezise, Cecily Tucker, and Jennifer West. 
For those who are new to Zonta and to the concept of Birthing Kits, here are some interesting facts and figures:

· The materials for the kits are sourced and dispatched by the Birthing Kit Foundation which was established with the simple aim of providing a clean birthing environment for women in developing countries where the incidence of infant and maternal mortality is still unacceptably high.

· The kits consist of just six simple items in a zip-lock plastic bag – a sheet of plastic, a scalpel blade, two clamps, some cotton swabs, a small cake of soap and a pair of rubber gloves. Such simple measures can help women to give birth in a clean environment.

· Since the first 100 kits were supplied to Milne Bay in PNG as a trial in 1999, Zonta clubs throughout Australia have embraced this very worthwhile district project and over 100 clubs now raise funds and hold assembly days. To date, quarter of a million kits have been assembled and sent to 28 different developing countries in Asia, Africa, and the Pacific. 

· The Birthing Kit concept developed when Dr Joy O’Hazy, a member of the Zonta Club of Adelaide Hills, attended the 4th World Conference for Women in Beijing in 1995 and heard the actor Sally Field speaking about the success of simple birthing kits used in Nepal.

· Australia’s international aid agency, AusAID, supports the program through a dollar for dollar subsidy and many firms now supply the contents of the kits at greatly reduced cost. The money paid by Clubs to the foundation covers the cost of the contents and the shipment.
· Local women in some countries are now beginning to assemble and distribute their own kits!

And yes, we’ll be doing it again next year!
WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT

Top marks to Cecily Tucker for thinking outside the square to promote our Woman of Achievement Awards. Cecily’s son is blind and works for Vision Australia. Reasoning that there are many outstanding women among the local blind community, Cecily sent the e-flyer to Vision Australia and they put out a call for nominations on their website and intranet. 

The Past Presidents’ Committee need everyone in the Club to keep the nominations and applications flowing – they close on September 10 so there is still plenty of time to nominate a worthy woman for this valuable and prestigious Club award.
NEWS OF MEMBERS

Many of you will have caught up with the news that Liz Heber was recently hospitalized. She is on the mend, but in true Liz fashion, she has continued to think of Zonta while in hospital and has promised us three of her luxurious hand-painted silk coats to sell at our stall at Conference, and plans are well in train for another Liz and Friends art exhibition at the Parliamentary Annexe, opening on October 12. – just in time for buying unique gifts for Christmas.

 MOVIE NIGHT SUCCESS
Our night out at Clubland left many of us wondering how American audiences will react to this Aussie movie! It was a great social success – and ‘a nice little earner’ on the side, adding $420 to the Club’s coffers. Thanks go to Veronica McLaughlin for organising the evening and to our newest Zontian, Christina Mitchell, who used her talents as a professional photographer to snap members in action. Christina’s skills should ensure some great shots for the Annual Report next year! 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES

Ann Trezise and Rhyl Row have generously volunteered to act as Club delegates at District Conference in September, with Julie Mannion and Jennifer West backing them up as Alternates. Acting as the Club’s representative at Conferences and Conventions is a serious commitment and all four will have to wade through large amounts of written material to be able to represent the Club and vote on matters on our behalf. Full details of the motions to be put at conference are on the District 24 website and as your representatives at Conference, Ann and Rhyl would welcome any thoughts or comments from members.

UN CONVENTION ON CONSENT TO MARRIAGE AND MINIMUM AGE FOR MARRIAGE (1962)
Last year Zontian Dr Karen Siegel, the UN representative for Zonta International, visited Sydney from New York. Karen has provided the following information about the abovenamed convention and District Governor Patricia Lawson has asked that it be passed on to all members. Despite the dense legal language, it’s a powerful reminder that, while the convention entered into force over 40 years ago, consent to and minimum age for marriage remain issues in some countries and cultures.

The convention conforms with the Charter of the United Nations and article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It also conforms with the resolution of the General Assembly of the UN in 1954, that certain customs, ancient laws and practices relating to marriage and the family were inconsistent with the principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Further, it reaffirmed that all States should take all appropriate measures with a view to abolishing such customs, ancient laws and practices by ensuring, inter alia , complete freedom in the choice of a spouse, eliminating completely child marriages and the betrothal of young girls before the age of puberty, establishing appropriate penalties where necessary and establishing a civil or other register in which all marriages will be recorded. The details of the 1962 convention are: 

Article 1 

1. No marriage shall be legally entered into without the full and free consent of both parties, such consent to be expressed by them in person after due publicity and in the presence of the authority competent to solemnize the marriage and of witnesses, as prescribed by law. 

2. Notwithstanding anything in paragraph 1 above, it shall not be necessary for one of the parties to be present when the competent authority is satisfied that the circumstances are exceptional and that the party has, before a competent authority and in such manner as may be prescribed by law, expressed and not withdrawn consent. 

Article 2: States Parties to the present Convention shall take legislative action to specify a minimum age for marriage. No marriage shall be legally entered into by any person under this age, except where a competent authority has granted a dispensation as to age, for serious reasons, in the interest of the intending spouses. 

Article 3: All marriages shall be registered in an appropriate official register by the competent authority. 

Article 4 
1. The present Convention shall, until 31 December 1963, be open for signature on behalf of all States Members of the United Nations or members of any of the specialized agencies, and of any other State invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to the Convention. 

2. The present Convention is subject to ratification. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 5  

1. The present Convention shall be open for accession to all States referred to in article 4, paragraph 1. 

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 6 

1. The present Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day following the date of deposit of the eighth instrument of ratification or accession. 

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of the eighth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification or accession. 

Article 7 

1. Any Contracting State may denounce the present Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General. 

2. The present Convention shall cease to be in force as from the date when the denunciation which reduces the number of Parties to less than eight becomes effective. 

Article 8: Any dispute which may arise between any two or more Contracting States concerning the interpretation or application of the present Convention which is not settled by negotiation shall, at the request of all the parties to the dispute, be referred to the International Court of Justice for decision, unless the parties agree to another mode of settlement. 

Article 9 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify all States Members of the United Nations and the non-member States contemplated in article 4, paragraph 1, of the present Convention of the following: 

( a ) Signatures and instruments of ratification received in accordance with article 4; 

( b ) Instruments of accession received in accordance with article 5; 

( c ) The date upon which the Convention enters into force in accordance with article 6; 

( d ) Notifications of denunciation received in accordance with article 7, paragraph l; 

( e ) Abrogation in accordance with article 7, paragraph 2. 

Article 10 

1. The present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts shall be equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations. 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit a certified copy of the Convention to all States Members of the United Nations and to the non-member States contemplated in article 4, paragraph 1. 

DATE CLAIMERS









