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Newsletter – JUNE 2007
President & Newsletter Editor – Judith A Anderson; 1st Vice-President – Margaret Ferguson; 2nd Vice-President – Ailsa Gillies; 
Correspondence Secretary – Julie Mannion; Minutes Secretary – Christine Maclean; Treasurer – Robyn Currell; Directors – Amber Buckland, 
Lea Greenaway, Veronica McLaughlin, Barbara Murray, Susan Plant, Jennifer West.


	· WED., JUNE 6
	PAST PRESIDENTS’ COMMITTEE MEETING - 6.00 pm, United Service Club. 

	· WED., JUNE 6
	CLUB MEETING - 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm, United Service Club. 

	· TUES., JULY 10
	MOVIE NIGHT – Clubland. Tickets on sale at the June meeting.

	· SAT., JULY 14
	WONDER WOMAN WORKSHOP  for those enrolled

	· SAT., JULY 21
	BIRTHING KIT ASSEMBLY DAY – Grovely TAFE. More details closer to the event. 

	· THURS., AUG 2
	JOIE DE VIVRE – This is our fantastic fundraiser with Prof. Ian Frazer and Margaret McAdam to raise funds for the Vanuatu Cervical Cancer Project. See Susan Plant with ideas for auction prizes.

	· SAT. & SUN. 

        SEPT. 8 & 9
	DISTRICT CONFERENCE – Quality Resort Twin Towns, Tweed Heads. Registration available soon on the District website http://zontadistrict24.org

	· SEPTEMBER
	DRAGONS ABREAST REGATTA – Kawana Lake, Sunshine Coast. See Ann Shevill for details or visit www.dragonsebesast.com.au  

	· THURS., OCT 4
	GALA THEATRE NIGHT – the 2007 Babette Stephens Memorial Award will be presented at a special function after the Gala performance of Twelfth Night by this year’s QUT acting students, directed by Bille Brown. Funds raised go to support the Award.

	· OCTOBER (DATE TBA)
	LIZ & FRIENDS ART EXHIBITION – Parliament House (more details closer to the event)

	· WED., NOV. 14 (TBC)
	WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT DINNER – Please note that the availability of the Governor, Ms Quentin Bryce, as guest speaker, cannot be confirmed until August.. 


The United Services Club has a strict deadline for finalising meal orders. As it is assumed you will be attending every meeting unless an apology is received, it is critical that you let Judy “Goodtime” Anderson know by noon on Monday, June 4, if you will not be attending the meeting. Telephone: 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W); Fax: 3891 1029 (W); Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com. Any member from whom an apology is not received in time is automatically invoiced for the meal ordered for her. 

GRASS ROOTS PROJECTS IN PNG

Guest speaker at the June meeting will be Monica Otto who works in community development in PNG, particularly capacity building for women in agriculture in isolated communities.  Monica is a Bachelor of Business graduate of QUT and on her return to PNG about a decade ago set up an NGO, FOWIAD (Foundation of Women in Agricultural Development) to train women in crop management. She is now interested in “downstream processing” or value-adding cottage industries, especially an antifungal soap. She is also helping several isolated villages to set up schools.   
Guest speaker at the July meeting will be Dianne Taylor from the Department of Corrective Services who will speak about Women Inside
CASSANDRA REMEMBERED FONDLY 

The Cassandra Weddell Memorial Lecture on May 23 at QUT’s Institute for Health and Biomedical Innovation was a wonderful occasion for Cassandra’s friends and colleagues to gather in her name to hear a very sobering address from Dr Robin Sullivan, Queensland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People. Dr Sullivan drew attention to alarming trends worldwide, with children being subjected to the whims of adult priorities, many of them never recovering the losses suffered through physical, psychological, or emotional neglect or abuse. While the statistics and images were alarming, it was encouraging to hear of the early intervention programs and strategies that have been put in place in Queensland. These include referrals for active intervention, Education Support Plans, and Child Health Passports which ensure that children receive essential health care, even if they are removed from their parents or are accommodated in a succession of temporary or foster care homes. Dr Sullivan stressed the need for governments and communities to invest in early childhood to offset later costs, and left the audience with the reminder that there is only once chance at childhood. For more information, see www.childsafety.qld.gov.au 

Gail Rienstra, Sarah Comiskey, Rhonda Davidson Irwin, Shirley McCorkindale, and Judith Anderson all attended.
(The Cassandra Weddell Memorial Lecture is a biennial event in honour of the late Cassandra Weddell, a long serving and highly respected academic in the School of Early Childhood at QUT, and a member of this Zonta club. The lecture is held during Under Eights Week, a week-long Australia-wide celebration of the care and education of young children. A fitting tribute to Cassandra’s life and work, the lecture seeks to increase public awareness of the importance of the early childhood years for young children and those around them).
MEMBER NEWS

· Rhonda Davidson-Irwin proudly introduced her friend Susan Young to the Club before Susan was inducted as our newest member at the May meeting. Welcome, Susan!
· The Board met ‘virtually’ in April to consider a request for a six month extension of leave of absence for Merryl Ducat to October 31 to enable Merryl to care for husband Leiton while he undergoes chemotherapy.

· Kay Saunders has also been granted leave of absence until January 31, 2008.

· Fondest greetings and best wishes for a speedy recovery go from everyone in the club to Mary Magee who has been hospitalised again.
· Among the members celebrating birthdays in May was Ann Shevill who turned 80 on May 12. At the May dinner meeting, members reflected on the enormous changes that the world has seen since Ann’s birth in 1927 when Charles Lindbergh made the first solo, non-stop, trans-Atlantic flight, when the first trans-Atlantic telephone call was made, when Ford produced its last Model T – and when Mae West was sentenced to 10 days in prison for obscenity! 

· Judy “Goodtime” Anderson and Rhyl Row are back from their latest Big Adventure, sending us all an envy-producing postcard from Monaco.
· Musician extraordinaire, Rhonda Davidson-Irwin, was sporting a wounded ‘wing’ at the last Club meeting – living proof that conducting an orchestra can be dangerous! Rhonda is the Musical Director of the Ipswich International Tattoo, and in this capacity has been invited to participate in a world first – a Tattoo in Moscow’s Red Square at the invitation of the Edinburgh Festival’s director. In addition to heading off for Moscow in September, Rhonda is organising a free Opera in the Bush event as part of Brisbane Metro to Mangroves program of community activities.

· Sandra Golding, who was to have been inducted at the May meeting, has withdrawn her application for membership at this stage as she has just started a new work contract which will have her working interstate for a good part of each month until at least October. 

BABETTE’S MEMORY LIVES ON

Babette Stephens would have been very proud of the five Zontians (Jan Delpratt, Caroline Heim, Rhonda Davidson-Irwin, Judith ‘Ballet’ Anderson, and Julie Mannion) who assessed the first performance by the 2007 ‘crop’ of QUT’s female acting students who are eligible for this year’s Babette Stephens memorial prize. All five turned up directly from work without having eaten which meant that, in the time-honoured tradition of starving thespians, they shared a chocolate bar from somebody’s handbag at interval and were all conspicuously close to the supper table after the show. Lillie Hardy-Burstow, Gemma Yates-Round, Marissa Wynne, and Claire Pearson were the four young actors who appeared in Anton Chekhov’s Three Sisters.  Assessment of the candidates is on-going and the group is looking forward to hearing the views of Bille Brown who is directing the second year student production of Twelfth Night later this year.
ADVOCACY PROJECT UPDATE

Earlier this year, letters were sent to female State MPs in Brisbane urging that funding be provided for breast prostheses following mastectomy. Replies have been received so far from Bonny Barry (Member for Aspley) and Kate Jones (Member for Ashgrove). Both have undertaken to bring the matter to the attention of our already beleaguered Minister for Health, Stephen Robertson. 
COMMITTEES ON THE MOVE FOR 2007-2008
Several members responded immediately to President Judith’s call via e-mail for committee preferences, and many more completed the preference form at the May meeting. Those not at the meeting are now being followed up so that the new committees can convene as quickly as possible to avoid any loss of impetus. 

“SO MUCH WATER UNDER SO MANY BRIDGES” – ANN SHEVILL CELEBRATES 80 GREAT YEARS

As noted above, Ann Shevill is now an octogenarian and the Club marked the occasion in song at the May meeting, led by Jan Delpratt. 

Ann has responded: “Thank you for remembering that I have reached eighty years of age - without even trying! I am enjoying the milestone more than I could have imagined - I am being so spoilt - it's overwhelming and I feel so inadequate to express my gratitude to everyone who has contributed to my happiness. So much water under so many bridges. A time to reminisce. All those things I did or could have done - and those I did and shouldn't have. May God and everyone else forgive me. Your greetings and good wishes have meant more than I can say and I am sincerely appreciative. May God bless you too.

Tomorrow is not promised us

so let us take today and make the very most of it,

the once we pass this way.

Just speak aloud the kindly thought and do the kindly deed and try to see and understand some fellow creatures need.

Tomorrow is not promised us, nor any other day,

So let us make the most of it, the once we pass this way.

(by Louise Mae Hogan)
BRISBANE EAST FUNDRAISER 
The Zonta Club of Brisbane East will hold its Third Annual Antique and Collectables Fair on Sunday, 8 July, 2007 at the Jindalee State School Hall (entry via Wongaburra Street), Jindalee, from 10am to 2pm.  Admission is $5; children under 14 free if accompanied by an adult.  All manner of items will be for sale – jewellery, china, glass, memorabilia, books, militaria, dolls, linen, silverware, and a variety of collectables. A silent auction of reference books, jewellery valuations, etc. will be conducted, and appraisals by Stan Prickett will be available at $5 per item (max. 3 items). Tea/coffee, refreshments and sausage sizzle available.
SUPPORTING WOMEN IN MOTELS – UPDATE

The Brisbane Domestic Violence Advisory Centre (BDVAC) project which we supported earlier this year has produced encouraging results during the initial trial.

There were 44 referrals and 32 women “motelled” in the CBD during the first 10 weeks of the project and a total of almost 80 hours of support was provided to the women through agencies such as BDVAC, Women’s House, and Murri Sisters. Referrals were made to various health services and agencies such as BRISSC and Gallang Place.
UN STUDY OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN – FORMS, CONSEQUENCES, AND COSTS

Violence against women takes many forms – physical, sexual, psychological and economic. They are interrelated and affect women from before birth to old age. As societies change, patterns of violence alter and new forms emerge. Some forms of violence, such as trafficking, cross national boundaries.

Women who experience violence suffer a range of health problems and their ability to participate in public life is diminished. Violence against women harms families across generations, as well as communities and reinforces other violence throughout societies.

Violence against women also impoverishes women, their families, communities and nations. It lowers economic productivity, drains resources from public services and employers, and reduces human capital formation.

Violence against women is complex and diverse in its manifestations, with far-reaching and long-lasting consequences and costs. Its elimination requires a comprehensive, systematic and determined response. 

According to the Secretary-General’s in-depth study on violence against women:

· There is compelling evidence that violence against women is severe and pervasive throughout the world. Surveys on violence against women conducted in at least 71 countries show that a significant proportion of women suffer physical, sexual or psychological violence.

· The most common form of violence experienced by women globally is physical violence inflicted by an intimate partner. On average, at least one in three women is subjected to intimate partner violence in the course of their lifetimes.

· Many women are subjected to sexual violence by an intimate partner. A WHO study in 11 countries found that the percentage of women who had been subjected to sexual violence by an intimate partner ranged between 6 per cent in Japan and Serbia and Montenegro and 59 per cent in Ethiopia.

· Psychological or emotional violence by intimate partners is also widespread. The proportion of women found to have suffered severe psychological violence ranged from 10 percent in Egypt to 51 per cent in Chile. The first French national survey on violence against women found that 35 per cent of women had experienced psychological pressure by an intimate partner over a 12-month period.

· Femicide – the murder of women – has different characteristics from murders of men and often involves sexual violence. Between 40 and 70 per cent of female murder victims are killed by husbands or boyfriends in Australia, Canada, Israel, South Africa and the United States. In Colombia, one woman is reportedly killed by her partner or former partner every six days. Hundreds of women were abducted, raped and murdered in and around Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, over a 10-year period.

· More than 130 million girls have been subjected to female genital mutilation/cutting. The practice, most prevalent in Africa and some countries in the Middle East, is also prevalent among immigrant communities in Europe, North America and Australia.

· Female infanticide, prenatal sex selection and systematic neglect of girls are widespread in South and East Asia, North Africa, and the Middle East.

· Women experience sexual harassment throughout their lives. Between 40 and 50 per cent of women in the European Union reported some form of sexual harassment in the workplace. In Malawi, 50 per cent of schoolgirls surveyed reported sexual harassment at school.

· The majority of the hundreds of thousands of people trafficked each year are women and children, and many are trafficked for purposes of sexual exploitation.

· Women are also subjected to violence in police custody. Violence against women while in police custody or in prisons includes sexual violence; inappropriate surveillance; strip searches conducted by or in the presence of men; and demands for sexual acts in exchange for privileges, goods or basic necessities.

· Violence against women in armed conflict often includes sexual violence. Between 250,000 and 500,000 women were raped during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda; between 20,000 and 50,000 women were raped during the conflict in Bosnia in the early 1990s.

· Many women face multiple forms of discrimination and an increased risk of violence. Indigenous women in Canada are five times more likely than other women of the same age to die as the result of violence. In Europe, North America and Australia, over half of women with disabilities have experienced physical abuse, compared to one-third of non-disabled women.

· Women subjected to violence are more likely to suffer physical, mental and reproductive health problems.

· Physical injuries include broken bones and chronic health conditions. Reproductive health consequences include gynaecological disorders, sexually transmitted infections, unwanted pregnancies and problems with childbirth.

· Domestic violence and rape account for 5 per cent of the total disease burden for women aged 15 to 44 in developing countries and 19 per cent in developed countries. Violence places women at higher risk of poor physical and reproductive health outcomes, and abused women also show poorer mental health and social functioning.

· Violence before and during pregnancy has serious health consequences for both mother and child. Violence leads to high-risk pregnancies and pregnancy related problems, including miscarriage, pre-term labour and low birth weight.

· Women who have experienced violence are at higher risk of contracting HIV. Fear of violence also prevents women from accessing HIV/AIDS information and receiving treatment and counselling.

· Depression is one of the most common consequences of sexual and physical violence against women. Women subjected to violence are more likely to abuse alcohol and drugs and to report sexual dysfunction, suicide attempts, post-traumatic stress and central nervous system disorders.

· Witnessing chronic domestic violence can lead to a lifelong pattern of violence in personal relationships.

· Violence against women may prevent women from fully participating economically and hinder opportunities for employment.

· Girls who are targeted for violence are less likely to complete their education. A study in Nicaragua found that children of female victims of violence left school an average of four years earlier than other children.

· The costs of violence against women – both direct and indirect – are extremely high. These costs include the direct costs of services to treat and support abused women and their children and to bring perpetrators to justice.

· The indirect costs include lost employment and productivity, and the costs in human pain and suffering.

· In Canada, a 1995 study estimated the annual direct costs of violence against women to be Can$684 million for the criminal justice system, Can$187 million for police and Can$294 million for the cost of counselling and training, totaling more than Can$1 billion a year. A 2004 study in the United Kingdom estimated the total direct and indirect costs of domestic violence, including pain and suffering, to be £23 billion per year or £440 per person.
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