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Newsletter – MAY 2007
President & Newsletter Editor – Judith A Anderson; 1st Vice-President – Margaret Ferguson; 2nd Vice-President – Julie Mannion; 
Correspondence Secretary – Ailsa Gillies; Minutes Secretary – Christine Maclean; Directors – Amber Buckland, Sarah Comiskey, 
Veronica McLaughlin, Barbara Murray, Susan Plant, Jennifer West.


	· WED., MAY 2
	CLUB MEETING and AGM - 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm, United Service Club. Induction of new Board and two new members. 

	· WED., MAY 2
	LAUNCH OF SAFETY CARDS – Northside Alliance Against Domestic Violence, Zillmere 

	· FRI, MAY 4
	MRS KLEIN – 7.30 pm, Brisbane Room, City Hall. One performance only. Tickets available at the door for $25. Payment by cash or cheque only (not credit card). Quote ‘Zonta’ so that the Club receives Caroline Heim’s contribution of $5 per ticket to service funds. 

	· WED., MAY 23
	CASSANDRA WEDDELL MEMORIAL LECTURE – refreshments at 5.30 pm for 6.00 pm lecture. Level 4, QUT’s Institute for Health and Biomedical Innovation, cnr Blamey St and Musk Ave., Kelvin Grove.  Admission free.

	· JUNE
	MOVIE NIGHT – Clubland. More details closer to the event.

	· SAT., JULY 14
	WONDER WOMAN WORKSHOP – See details below

	· SAT., JULY 21
	BIRTHING KIT ASSEMBLY DAY – Grovely TAFE. More details closer to the event. 

	· THURS., AUG 2
	OUR FABULOUS FUNDRAISER – see progress report below

	· SAT. & SUN. 

        SEPT. 8 & 9
	DISTRICT CONFERENCE – Quality Resort Twin Towns, Tweed Heads. Registration available soon on the District website http://zontadistrict24.org

	· THURS., OCT 4
	GALA THEATRE NIGHT – the 2007 Babette Stephens Memorial Award will be presented at a special function after the Gala performance of Twelfth Night by this year’s QUT acting students, directed by Bille Brown. Funds raised go to support the Award.

	· OCTOBER (DATE TBA)
	LIZ & FRIENDS ART EXHIBITION – Parliament House (more details closer to the event)

	· WED., NOV 7
	WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT DINNER – Special presentation dinner for our 2007 Woman of Achievement Awards. Plan now to bring special guests for this showcase event 


The United Services Club has a strict deadline for finalising meal orders. As it is assumed you will be attending every meeting unless an apology is received, it is critical this month that you let Jennifer West know by noon on Monday, April 30, if you will not be attending the meeting. Contact details as per the latest membership list distributed earlier this month. Invoices are automatically sent for meals ordered if apologies are not received by the deadline.  Judy Anderson will be receiving responses again from June.
MEMBER NEWS

· Two new members will be inducted at the May meeting – Sandra Golding and Susan Young. Make them welcome!

· Ailsa Gillies and the others on the Membership Committee continue their drive for increased Club membership. Proposals for three new members have been put forward by the Membership Committee and accompany this newsletter. If you have any objections, you must let Ailsa know within 10 days of receipt of this advice. 

· Joan Godfrey is on the mend following hospitalisation after a recent fall, and will be back with us at the May meeting.

· At its meeting on April 24, the Board granted a short period of leave of absence to Amber Buckland to enable her to deal with a family health emergency. Leave has technically been granted to Amber to June 30, but she hopes to be back with us sooner than that.

· Our thoughts and condolences go to Christine Maclean whose Dad died on April 22, and to former member Diana Lange whose mother died in early April.
· Former member Ruth Stonely died recently. Ann Shevill reports that Ruth was widely known for her expertise as a quilter, was a Churchill Fellow, and had a popular shop-front for many years. “Ruth always looked good – a tall imposing figure – and had interesting news to impact about her artistic pursuits”. Ailsa has sent condolences to the family on behalf of the Club.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The May meeting every year is our AGM when our Annual Report is presented and our new Board is inducted. The Annual Report is an important reference document, particularly for newer members as they try to come to grips with what the Club does and how they can become effective members of Zonta International. 

The Brisbane Club is fortunate in having two Past International Presidents (PIPs). This ensures that we have two people ‘on tap’ who have the authority in Zonta to conduct certain Zonta duties such as inductions. Mary Magee, a Charter member of our Club and International President in the 2000-2002 biennium, will be installing the Board at the May meeting.

The May meeting is also where the President canvasses expressions of interest in membership of Club committees for the new Zonta year which begins on June 1. Every member is expected to work on at least one committee of the Club, and members are encouraged to both contribute their experience and expertise, and to work outside their comfort zone. Committees are where the fellowship of Zonta really works and where members can develop a genuine sense of involvement and of making a difference. Preference sheets will be distributed at the meeting.
NCW COMBATS MARIJUANA USE

The spotlight might be on the dangers of ‘ice’ as a drug at the moment, but legal drugs such as alcohol and tobacco and drugs which are in everyday mainstream use cause more far-reaching damage to both individuals and the community. Recognising this, the National Council of Women of Queensland (our Club is a member organisation) is presenting a seminar, Marijuana and Adolescents, on Saturday, May 12 from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm in the conference room at St Thomas’s Anglican Church, 67 High St, Toowong. Presented in association with Spiritus, the seminar will feature Prof. Jake Najman from UQ who will speak about current research and a range of other speakers, including users and care workers, will share their experience with a view to producing a plan for further action. Admission is by donation at the door. 
CASSANDRA WEDDELL MEMORIAL LECTURE
QUT’s biennial lecture in honour of early childhood educator and former Club member, Cassandra Weddell, will be presented this year by Dr Robin Sullivan, Director-General of the Department of Child Safety. Dr Sullivan’s topic, Investing in the Early Years, is one which would have been close to Cassandra’s heart. Time and location are detailed in the Date Claimer at the beginning of this newsletter. Contact Julie Mannion for further information.

CLUBLAND
Veronica McLaughlin is making plans for our annual movie night at Clubland, a little gem of a movie which was the hit of the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. Starring Academy Award nominee Brenda Blethyn (as well as Australian screen favourites Rebecca Gibney and Frankie J Holden) the movie was made in Australia and opens at the Palace Centro in James Street on June 28.

Veronica will let us know when she has a firm date and will have tickets for sale at Club meetings.  Painless fundraising is always the by-product of the evening with a sizeable slice of the ticket price coming back to the Club.

Clubland is about the Maitland family – mum, Jean, who is trying to make a comeback on the club comedy circuit; her ex-husband, John, who is also trying to revive his showbiz career on the country music scene (30 years after his three weeks at number one in 1975); and 21-year-old Tim who’s shy, lives at home and is a disaster with women.  When the beautiful and feisty Jill walks into his life things seem to be looking up – except, of course, Jean is not the kind of woman to give up her son without a fight. As these two strong woman battle over the man they love, questions of family loyalty, the mother-son bond, and the power of first love all come into play. The result is a funny and moving journey that proves there are never only two people in a family love story. 

The movie is classified MA 15+ for strong sex scenes, so bear this in mind when putting together your guest list for the evening.

RECORD CROWD ENJOYS BALLET EVENING 

A record total of 40 Zontians and their friends came to Queensland Ballet’s latest vis-à-vis production at the Thomas Dixon Centre in West End on April 19. This fellowship outing, now a regular feature of the Club’s annual calendar, gave the audience a foretaste of the Company’s forthcoming new production, Carmen, and of family favourite Alice in Wonderland, as well as an opportunity to see new works by three Company dancers who are developing an interest in choreography. Fleshed out with demonstrations and explanations from Artistic Director, François Klaus, the evening is always very popular, especially when capped off with supper with the dancers and the Company’s artistic staff after the show.

Thanks go to Sally Watson, Iris Scott, and their army of friends and family supporters who once again produced a hearty supper (with plenty of left-overs which the dancers eagerly devoured the following day!). 

Did you receive your April 2007 copy of The Zontian? Let Correspondence Secretary Ailsa Gillies know if not!
WONDER WOMEN RULE!
The Service Committee are extending their bonding beyond morning teas (sorry, meetings!) at Jen West’s home by asking Annette McFarlane to organise a special Wonder Woman day for them (and any other interested members) on Saturday, July 14. Let Veronica McLaughlin know if you’d like to join them – should be great fun.

And it’s good to know that the Service Committee is part of an international trend – survey results released in the UK recently reveal that 38 per cent of children are now learning Do it Yourself skills from their mothers, as opposed to 34 per cent who learn from their dads!  

Incidentally, the stats also prove that women are better drivers than men, achieve higher education levels, get paid the same amount to win tennis tournaments, and are still likely to live four years longer than men.

AND SUPER WOMEN TOO!

Specifically, our very focused, organized, and busy Fundraising Committee. There’ll be more from the Committee at the dinner meeting next week, but they have set up three subcommittees, have drafted a letter of agreement with the Vanuatu Cervical Cancer Treatment Project, have developed a value chain for potential sponsors, have set up a weblog to record all donations, and have come up with some truly imaginative and irresistible ideas for auction items. (Who could resist a zero gravity flight, a personalized portrait, a designer wardrobe, a custom designed surfboard, or roses delivered weekly for your birth month?). 

In the meantime, lock in August 2 at the Emporium Hotel for the event of the year! (Incidentally, the Emporium’s exotic pillow menu featured in Susan Kurosawa’s Departure Lounge column in last weekend’s Weekend Australian. I’m keen to see what the Swedish Memory Pillow can do!)
FEEDBACK REQUESTED ON YWPA 

One of Zonta International’s programs is the Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) award of which Redcliffe Zontian, Jane Wilson O'Brien, is the International Coordinator.

Jane has written to ask for our thoughts about the value of the YWPA in our club because this year, in the whole of District 24, only 13 clubs entered candidates and Jane would like to see much more participation in 2008.

One of the major stumbling blocks to participation has always been the timetable for the award which is based on the North American school year. It has also been difficult for the Club to identify and encourage appropriate candidates in schools without a champion in an individual school or in the school system.
I will put this on the agenda for next week’s Club meeting – please bring your ideas so that they can be recorded and forwarded to Jane. The information below is copied from the Zonta International website. For more details, go to: http://www.zonta.org 
Eligibility - Pre-university or pre-college women students (ages 16-20) at the time of application are eligible to apply. 

Award -  District award recipients receive US$500 from the Zonta International Foundation YWPA Fund. Districts may choose to add to this award amount.. International award recipients are selected from District Recipients and receive US$1,000.  

Application Process -  The YWPA Awards Program operates at the Club, District, and International levels of Zonta International, and is managed by Zonta members. 
Phase I
Zonta Clubs publicise the award in their communities, distribute, receive and evaluate applications. All application materials, recommendations, and verification of enrolment must be received at Zonta Club(s) by end of February (please note that all the Zonta Clubs have different deadlines). Zonta Clubs must submit their Award recipient's application to the Zonta International District Governor by 1 April.

Phase II
Zonta Clubs select one application to send to the Zonta District Governor. The District Evaluating Committee selects a District recipient from the applications submitted by the Zonta Clubs within the District. The District Governor submits the recipient's application to Zonta International Headquarters by 1 May. The Zonta International Foundation provides an award of US$500 and a certificate to each of the 30 District YWPA Award recipients.

Phase III
The Zonta International YWPA Subcommittee selects five International Award recipients by 30 June from the District applications received. The Zonta International Foundation provides a US$1,000 award and certificate for each International YWPA Award recipient.

Key Dates     

Application available on Zonta International Web site 
30 September   

 Club Recipients selected; applications sent to District 
1 April
 District Recipients selected; applications sent to ZI HQ
1 May
Announcement of International Recipients 

30 June    
DATE CLAIMERS









