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Reef Talk 

   

 

 

Merry Christmas | Zalig Kerstfeest |Frohe Weihnachten  
| and Happy 2018  

 
 

Another year is over and what have we done? We have held a 
very successful District 22 Conference, added 3 Z-clubs and 1 
Golden Z club, increased our social media presence AND 
together with 943 members in D22, continued to empower women 
through Service and Advocacy. 
 
District Conference: Many thanks to the many Zontians and 
Clubs that were involved with the organisation of the conference. It 
was a great success. Thank you to the 164+ Zontians, including 44 
first-timers, who attended. I hope that all of you were able to 
develop a better understanding of the Zonta world.  

 
Heartfelt thanks to our ZI Representative, Ute Scholz who 
presented a message from ZIP Sonja and inspired all of us with 
her wise words of wisdom. Her presence helped us to deepen 
our sense of international understanding and fellowship. Ute 
has commented that it was a “well organised conference with 
very active and committed Zontians and ‘we’ (and that is 
EVERYONE) did a wonderful job”.  Many members embraced 
enthusiastically Ute’s advice on the question ‘What Is Zonta?’ 
 
“Zonta is a human rights organisation, focusing 
specifically on rights of women and girls” 

Ute Scholz 
 

Many happy memories were created by Pam Lane, who was 
busily taking the most beautiful photographs. Thank you Pam for being 
our photographer (your 5th conference)!!! Area Directors have 
forwarded the Dropbox links to clubs, so all members can view the 
photos. 
 
Feedback suggested that the venue, the table setting (cabaret style), 
impressive speakers, business session, Q&A, memorial service and 
the entertainment all got a big “tick of approval”. Less so the food (a bit 
monotonous) and the AV glitches.  
 
Congratulations to those who have been elected to a D22 office for 
2018-2020 biennium. I know that you will all enjoy your experience and 
service in the biennium ahead.  

Ansmarie Van Erp, Governor District 22, 2016-2018 

Zonta District 22 Board 

OFFICERS 

Dr Ansmarie Van Erp…….Governor 

Sandra Venn Brown….Lt. Governor 

Jill Lucht …………………..Treasurer  

Marie Cameron…………...Secretary 

DIRECTORS 

Lyn Agnew…………………..Area 1 

Rosalie Welburn…………….Area 2 

Elaine Harrington……………Area 3 

Robyn Finlayson…………….Area 4 

Bridget Mather……………….Area 5 

DATE CLAIMERS 

 64th Zonta International                 
Convention 29 June—3 July 

Yokohama, Japan  
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As DG, I read district conference reports from all over the world, and one personal observation 
was that several districts had to increase the district dues, unlike our district 22 which actually 
voted in favour of decreasing the dues to $30 AUD. The fee reduction was made possible due 
to current (and past) board directors’ ability to continue balance the many district interests 
necessary to carry out our responsibilities efficiently and effectively. And even though it is 
reduction of $5 per member per year, every bit helps! 
 
The conference is barely over and already we are planning the next D22 2019 conference to 
be held at the Brisbane Convention Centre on the 1st weekend in September 2019. This will be 
a joint conference with D16, D23 and D24 to mark our 100th birthday.  
 
As this is my last newsletter for 2017, I want to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. I look forward to working with all of you during the remainder of this biennium as we 
function as a team doing the ‘work of Zonta 

Yours in Zonta, Ans 
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           Membership - Lt. Gov. Sandy Venn-Brown  

                                                        
We are now more than half way through the Biennium – only another 9 months to Convention 

in Yokohama!  This means we only have 9 more months to reach the goals set by Zonta 
International.  At the District Conference, we heard from many presenters who spoke about the 
importance of membership and how, across the world, service clubs are struggling to retain and 
recruit.  Even though we are not alone in this phenomenon we still must remember membership is 
our lifeblood. 

  
 One of the main goals is in Membership – a 5% increase in membership from the past 
biennium and a net increase in new clubs.  We have certainly achieved the second with the formation 
of the Zonta Club of Greater Springfield.  However, we are not quite on track to have a 5% increase in 
membership. 
  
 Across the district we are still doing relatively well and have seen a slight improvement over 
the past 12 months which is promising.  But we still need to get our recruitment and retention hats on 
to keep all those lovely members we have and encourage others to join our cause. 
  
 I encourage all clubs to review the array of materials on the ZI website for the Global 
Membership Drive.  There are some wonderful promotional tools, information packs and powerpoint 
presentations.  I also encourage members to use the beautifully produced videos which were shown 
at conference to highlight the great work we are doing locally and globally.   

(see:  https://membership.zonta.org/Tools/Global-Membership-Drive) 
  
 As always I, and the District Board, are here to help.  Just a phone call or an email and we can 
answer your questions and give your club guidance on membership tips and tricks. 
  

Best wishes, Sandy Venn-Brown 
Lt Governor 

 
 
 
 

For more information of what is happening in the District, terrific photos and a wealth of 
information, see our gorgeous District sites: 

   
http://zontadistrict22.org/ 

 
Facebook:  District 22 Zonta International: 

https://www.facebook.com/District-22-Zonta-International-1224453047645795/ 
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Conference Memories 

Jan Landsberg – District 22 Advocacy Chairman 
 

Season’s Greetings and Happy and 
relaxing holidays to you all 

Thanks to all clubs for your advocacy 
actions this year 

I look forward to working with you all 
again in 2018 

Jan Landsberg – District Advocacy Chair 

I look forward to seeing lots of club social media and Zonta International 
‘Share your Story’ posts and hearing about all your activities 
                              

This is the time when we Zontians focus our advocacy actions on the Zonta Says NO to  

Violence Against Women campaign, take action & paint our communities orange 

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based - Violence Campaign 
25 November – 10 December 

 

 

Upcoming 



5  

 

 

 

  
 
                                 As each District Conference demonstrates to me - our Zonta commitment and 
energy is palpable when we assemble in numbers!  In the midst of speakers, business 
presentations and debates on motions, we are enthusiastic, enquiring and action-oriented to 
ensure that women and girls in our communities and our world reach their potential.  The standout 
"a-ha" moment at Conference which added more energy to our commitment was the discussion 
about who we are:  as Ute Scholz said "Zonta is a human rights organisation focussed on the rights 
of women and girls across the world".  Inspirational.  November gives us two opportunities to reach 
toward this - 16 days of Activism program and Every Member Every November.  I plan to be Zonta 
busy! 

  Lyn Agnew, Director 

 

Area 1 Report 

Area 2 Report 

 District 22 Conference – Congratulations to Ans and Sandy and the team 
for such a wonderful conference. I loved meeting our ZI liaison officer Ute. She 
reinforced the ‘international flavour’ of Zonta. Ute also said she introduces Zonta 

as, “A Human Rights organisation with a focus on Women and Girls” which I thought was 
succinct and to the point. On a funny note she said she believed there was a car named after her 
in Australia. There were many highlights of the conference from the flag ceremony and our guest 
speaker, Inspector Virginia Nelson on the first night, right up to, and including, our voting and 
spirited debate. I am sure you are all planning to attend out inter-district conference in 2019…it 
will be a ‘not to be missed’ occasion!  

 

 

 

 

 

Inspector Virginia Nelson with the Rocky Zonta ladies               Ute Scholz, Director 2016-2018  
            Zonta International Foundation 
 
A big congratulations to Sandy Peters who will be the Area 2 Director for the next biennium. 

By now, I am sure your clubs are all winding down and have your Christmas celebrations being 
planned. I do look forward to seeing you all again in 2018 before my time as your Area Director 
is over and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Very Happy and Healthy 2018.  Rosalie Welburn,  Director 
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 Congratulations to all involved in the District Conference.  First of all to 
those who organised the program with the inspiring content.  BUT, most of all 
congratulations to all the Zontians who attended, as without you there wouldn’t 
have been such a powerful assembly of women committed to raising the status 
of women.   The message from Ute Scholz to pass on when asked “what is 

Zonta”, “A Human Rights organisation with a focus on Women and Girls” is succinct and 
powerful.  I am looking forward to the 16 days of Activism activities. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2018 to you and yours.  
 Elaine Harrington, Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approach Christmas, I would like to reflect on our year. All clubs    have been busy doing 
Zonta’s work and when I read your newsletters, it always amazes me the variety of service, fund 
raising and advocacy issues that you are involved in. Our area meeting, hosted by the 
Stanthorpe club, was a wonderful opportunity to mix fellowship and learning. A lot of great ideas 
came out of our area meeting and were put to the District at our conference in September. 

 What a terrific 3 days in Brisbane! There was such variety, from cocktails in the 
parliamentary annex to a “magical” conference dinner. The social programme was balanced 
with an inspiring collection of guest speakers, interesting videos and of course the spirited 
debating at the business sessions. The visual impact of those fabulous orange lanyards and 
orange bags ensured the success of the Conference. The highlight for me was the information 
on the Centenary Anniversary Endowment Campaign, presented by Past International President 
Val Sarah. Making a donation to an endowment fund to celebrate 100 years of helping women 
and girls and to ensure that we can continue to do this for another 100 plus years was a 
powerful message. 

 So as we head towards the 16 days of activism and our orange ladies again take to the 
streets and shopping centres I would like to thank you all for your support and friendship. Stay 
safe over the holiday period and I hope you and your families enjoy a very Happy and relaxed 

Area 4 Report 
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 How do you define Zonta when asked? At Conference, Ute gave us this great response -  
"A human rights organization focusing on the rights of women and girls locally and internationally." 
To me this is a gem to store in our memory banks. 

 The Zonta International Board is in the process of producing a special logo for the 
Centennial Anniversary. It will be shared it as soon as it is available. We should blow our trumpet 
and add this special logo to our communications, promotions, and any commemorative 
merchandise. 
 Did you know? Ladies Polo Shirts, in either orange or black, with the Zonta Says No to 
Violence against Women logo embroidered on the left front, or T Shirts, may be ordered by clubs 
direct from the supplier, Brighter Ideas Pty Ltd at Brendale. Telephone 1300 781 737 or email 
tania@brighterideas.com.au for an order form or more information. 
 Some good news about the District Website! It is being refreshed and the 
search capabilities improved. Once this is completed you should not have any 
troubles searching from your mobile devices and no more error messages! How 
about your club page? Does it need a refresh too? Out of date information really 
irks me. It is a waste of time and space. 
 Please remember to pay the District Dues, as well as the International 
Dues, for your new members when they join.   

Take care.  Blessings to you and yours, Jill Lucht, Treasurer 
 

                                                              
 
 

 
 

District Treasurer 
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2018-2020 Biennium Board 

 

D22 Board: 2018-2020 

Governor: Sandy Venn Brown (ZC Greater Springfield)   

Lt Governor: Bridget Mathers (ZC Mackay) 

Treasurer: Jill Lucht (ZC Ipswich) 

AD1 Petra Ladwig (ZC Maroochy) 

AD2 Sandra Peters (ZC Maryborough) 

AD3 Anne Beulah (ZC Beaudesert) 

AD4 Helen Miller (ZC Toowoomba Area) 

AD5 Barb Coleman (ZC Townsville Metro) 

Nominations Committee 2018-2020 

Chair: Ans Van Erp (ZC Toowoomba Area) 

Wendy Downes (ZC Whitsundays) 

Janet Burrage (ZC Paradise Point)  

 

WATCH FOR THE NEW DISTRICT 22 SITE 

http://zontadistrict22.org/ 
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 At the 2018 District 22 Conference, there were lots of wonderful and inspiring 
speakers,  as well as the standard Business Sessions that are a necessary part of each District 
Conference.  Besides seeing many long-standing Zontian friends, these are the points that 
stood out for me: 
  

-The “Welcome to Country” by Uncle Joe Kelly, where he explained that the area around 
Parliament House was traditionally an area for “women’s business”, where men were not 
usually invited.  So it was fitting that we had our ZI District Conference there – and also 
that we have had women as Premiers and MP’s. 
  
-Dr Luc (BFKA distributor in the DR Congo) telling us of the difficulty in accessing some 
remote villages – by vehicle, motorbike, and then a 20km hike. 
Also that the training of midwives was complicated by the fact that villagers are illiterate, 
and therefore it was necessary to provide schooling first.  Increased training and ability to 
earn money could make marriage prospects out of girls who had been shunned 
previously in their villages. 
  
-PIP Val Sarah explaining the Centenary Endowment Fund, where money donated is to 
be held in perpetuity, with only interest being used for Zonta International projects. 
  
-The motion to investigate District 22 bursaries for girls studying aerospace-related 
subjects and STEMM subjects. Whereas it is difficult to find applicants locally for the 
Amelia Earhart Fellowships, such bursaries give clubs more scope, as well as 
encouraging girls in these fields. 
  
-The “elevator pitch” from ZI representative Ute that ‘Zonta is an international human 
rights organization, focusing on the rights of women and girls’. 
  
-I was also very pleased to announce the formation of the CQUni Mackay Golden Z 
Club, as well as recent new Z Clubs sponsored by ZC Whitsundays and ZC Caloundra 
City. 
  
- The Saturday night entertainment was fantastic. 
   And as far as the ZI Convention Yokohama 2018 is concerned:   The District 22 
Karaoke Team is in fine form – and can dance a great “Time Warp” too !!!!    

  
Vassie Comino, Z Club and Golden Z Club Chairman 

   

 

Z Club and Golden Z Club  
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Conference photos 

2016-2018 Biennium 
Volume 1 No 4  2017 


