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April 2006  NEWSLETTER
NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday 18th April 2006 in the Curtis Room at the Country Plaza Int






6.00 pm
Fellowship 







6.30 pm
Business session







7.15 pm 
Dinner

APOLOGIES:
Ring Sue Smith  4972 5735 (H)  if you are bringing a guest or if you wish to apologise - by 10am on Tuesday.  Failure to apologise will result in an invoice to you for the cost of the meal.

BIRTHDAYS:

April
Joanna 27th

*TREASURER’S ASSISTANT:
April
Diana Cameron

*FELLOWSHIP OFFICER:
April
Margaret Esdale

*If it is your turn and you will not be at the meeting, please arrange for someone else to take your place.

RAFFLE WINNER IN MARCH:
Gail 
Bring a prize for this month.

DIARY NOTES:
20 – 21st May 2006 Area Workshop – Sapphire Gemfields - Emerald


24 – 29th June 2006 – International Convention – Melbourne, Australia!

	                             Building Zonta for the 21st Century

                            Inspired by the Challenge of Change
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Our year has begun in a very positive manner. The Valentine's Ball was excellent.    The night is proving to be a must on everyone's calendar.     Thankyou to all those who worked so hard to ensure a great evening. 

Also a special thankyou to those who attended the Australia Day Celebrations, and Clean Up Australia Day. 
We have the Birthing Kits to assemble next Saturday, and I am looking forward to Trish's Float, she has shared some of her ideas with me and they sound exciting. 
Zonta is all about each of us making our contribution, and on this note can I ask you to think seriously about taking a position on the board.    It is always good to have 'new blood’ in any group or organisation, and please know that there is plenty of support if you do decide to take on a position for the first time.
Again thanks to all. .
Pauline
Committee Reports

Membership and Fellowship

Date:  03.04.06     Place of Meeting:  Sue Smith's Residence, 3 Worthington Street, Gladstone

Members Attending: Karen B, Kerry, Joanna, Sue & Trudy    Members Apology:  Karen F

Discussions: 

· May hand over dinner – The three-course dinner will be in May instead of June as originally organized.  Country Plaza has confirmed.

· Gladstone Harbour Festival Float – Assistance with float at Anne Blain’s residence on Saturday would be appreciated.  Members wishing to walk with float to contact Trisha.

· Fellowship Evening – Bad taste dress evening is being organized for Tuesday 2nd May after the Board Meeting.  Venue to be Kapers.  Menu – the “No Decision” necessary to be discussed with Karen F, and Karen to follow up with Kapers.

· Names of prospective members to be circulated by Committee but not to go into the Watzon.

Next committee meeting to be held on Monday 24th April 2006 at 5.15 p.m.  
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Sue, Karen B, Karen F, Kerry, Joanna, & Trudy 

Service/Status of Women

These are the results of a survey completed by 12 members of the club. We have compiled a list of known projects which we fund each year.  The amounts listed are approximate, if accepted; this commits the club to fundraising of $6500 in each of the years.  This has been prepared from information gathered from the survey, and is now open for discussion within the club.  The decision is a club decision and will be taken by the incoming board. 
Recommendations for 2006/8

Ongoing 


ZISVAW 


$1000

International Project 

PNG project


$200

SOW 





Birthing Project

$1000

SOW & Health  



Breast Cushions

$100

Health & SOW



STEPS


$500

SOW / Educ.

Relay for Life


$1000

Health & Research

Australia Day


$100

Public Image

Garden Competition

$100

Environment & Public Image

Eisteddfod


$250

Cultural & Public Image 

Major Project


Shine



$1000

SOW 

Minor Projects


Byellee Wetlands

$500

Environment & Public Image


Louise Lodge


$500

SOW (for a project)


Women’s Health 

$250

SOW and Health (for a project)  

	Guest Speakers

Our committee is anxious to receive names

of suitable guest speakers for the proposed 

2007 International Women’s Day Dinner.  

We would like to book someone in the very 

near future. Your help would be appreciated; 

perhaps you have heard someone speak at a 

recent conference. 
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Barbara, Trisha and Gail

Program, Public Relations & Environment

Photo of Trish and Trudy being creative in the preparation for the Zonta Float in the Harbour Festival Parade.  Well done girls.

We attended the Parade today, weather was cooler, and drizzly, but that didn’t deter the people who turned out to watch.   Trisha was dressed in the most amazing Clown costume, and sitting on the cabin of the Blain’s truck.   Anne was driving, and I sat inside.   Whatever Trisha was doing with her Rabbit puppet (which looked very real) the faces of the children were a joy to behold.    Zontians who walked with baskets of yellow roses on ribbons back to the truck were:


Kath – in a green Burkah (Trish thought she looked like a Brussel Sprout)


Barbara – lady of the Orient


Christa – straight from the Game Reserves of South Africa



Trudy – 


Pauline – from Paris complete with green frog


Jade – looking very Spanish or South American



Jade’s children on the truck on one side, and Barbara’s grandchildren on the other side.

Great fun and fellowship, and a big thankyou to Trish and Peter for their unstinting work in getting the float together, and the other Zontians who helped with the painting, assembly, and pulling down. 

Judges determinations are not known at the time of writing.

Dianna, Kath, Christa, Anne, Helen

Notes from the Editor Helen:

Two things came into my email this month worth sharing – 1 serious, 1 fun.

Subject: Leptospirosis - VERY IMPORTANT - 
  

A woman went boating one Sunday taking with her some cans of coke which she put into the refrigerator of the boat. On Monday she was taken to the hospital and placed in the Intensive Care Unit.  She died on Wednesday. 
 

The autopsy concluded she died of Leptospirosis. This was traced to the can of coke she drank from, not using a glass. Tests showed that the can was infected by dried rat urine and hence the disease Leptospirosis.  Rat urine contains toxic and deathly substances. 
 

It is highly recommended to thoroughly wash the upper part of soda cans before drinking out of them. 
 

The cans are typically stocked in warehouses and transported straight to the shops without being cleaned. A study at NYCU showed that the tops of soda cans are more contaminated than public toilets (i.e.) full of germs and bacteria.  So wash them with water before putting them to the mouth to avoid any kind of fatal accident. 
 

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE IN THE FIELD OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND HUMAN RELATIONS

 

A woman named Emily renewing her driver's license at the Transport office was asked by the clerk to state her occupation. She hesitated, uncertain how to classify herself. "What I mean is," explained the clerk, "do you have a job, or are you just a .?

"Of course I have a job," snapped Emily. "I'm a Mum."

"We don't list 'Mum' as an occupation...... 'housewife' covers it," said the clerk emphatically.

I forgot all about her story until one day I found myself in the same situation, this time at our local police station. The Clerk was obviously a career woman, poised, efficient, and possessed of a high sounding title like, "Official Interrogator" or "Town Registrar."

"What is your occupation?" she probed.

What made me say it, I do not know... The words simply popped out.

"I'm a Research Associate in the field of Child Development and Human Relations."

The clerk paused, pen frozen in midair, and looked up as though she had not heard right.

I repeated the title slowly, emphasizing the most significant words.

Then I stared with wonder as my pronouncement was written in bold, black ink on the official questionnaire!

"Might I ask," said the clerk with new interest, "just what you do in your field?"

Coolly, without any trace of fluster in my voice, I heard myself reply, "I have a continuing programme of research, (what mother doesn't), in the laboratory and in the field, (normally I would have said indoors and out).

I'm working for my Masters, (the whole bloody family), and already have four credits, (all daughters). Of course, the job is one of the most demanding in the humanities, (any mother care to disagree.?) and I often work 14 hours a day, (24 is more like it). But the job is more challenging than most run-of-the-mill careers and the rewards are more of a satisfaction rather than just money."

There was an increasing note of respect in the girl's voice as she completed the form, stood up, and personally ushered me to the door.

When I got home, buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was greeted by my lab assistants -- ages 10, 7, and 3. Upstairs, I could hear our new experimental model, (a 6 month old baby), in the child-development programme, testing out a new vocal pattern.

I felt I had triumphed over bureaucracy! And I had gone on the official records as someone more distinguished and indispensable to mankind than "just another Mum."

Motherhood.....what a glorious career! Especially when there's a title on the door.

Does this make grandmothers "Senior Research Associates in the field of Child Development and Human Relations" , and great grandmothers "Executive Senior Research Associates"??? I think so!!! I also think it makes Aunts "Associate Research Assistants".

Please send this to another Mum, Grandmother, Aunt, and other friends you know.

Author unknown..................but very smart

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








�








[image: image4.wmf]_1205692784.doc



_1148648452

