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· WED – MARCH 5
· WED – MARCH 5
· FRI – MARCH 7
· SUN – APRIL 13
· SAT – MAY 17
· FRI – JUNE 27
· SUN – JULY 6
· FRI – AUGUST 29

· 3-5 OCTOBER
· SUN – NOVEMBER 2
· JULY 3 – JULY 8, 2004


DINNER MEETING – United Service Club 

6.30 for 7.00 pm

PAST PRESIDENTS’ COMMITTEE MEETING – United Service Club at 6.00pm

UNIFEM BREAKFAST – Plaza Ballroom, Convention Centre – 7:00am to 8:30am (seated by 6:45am)

AREA 3/5 COMBINED WORKSHOP – Qld Soccer Club, Perry Park

TRASH AND TREASURE  (Tentative)

QLD BALLET EVENING WITH SUPPER

COMBINED PICNIC W/- BEAUDESERT CLUB

BABETTE STEPHENS MEMORIAL THEATRE EVENING

DISTRICT 24 CONFERENCE – Sydney 

GIFT FAIR

57TH ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

– New York City




FROM THE PRESIDENT

Each month I get out the very handy Zonta Calendar For Novice Presidents to make sure that we are keeping abreast of our commitments. I was saddened to see that I had overlooked the fact that we should have dealt with our clubs dues at our last meeting! So….that is now in store for us at our meeting next week and we need to have quick consensus as our membership fees should be paid by 31st so that dues can be forwarded to ZI.

The board has spent a lot of time discussing the administration of the club and the use of the funds we have at our disposal. At present we send approximately $100 to the USA and $30 to the District per member. The balance of the membership fee is added to what we raise through heads and tails and other initiatives which is then used for the running of the club.  The administration expenses include postage, post box rental, bank charges, credit card facility charges, gifts for guest speakers, dinner expenses for invited guests, printing of Annual Report, fees for representatives at Convention and District conference, membership fees for NCW and Unifem, audit fees, honorary membership fees and costs related to recruitment functions. 

In addition to the above, we also have some discretionary expenses such as flowers and other tributes for members - items which we believe are an important part of our club culture of nurturing and supporting members when needed.  

We have had some cost saving since we started emailing the newsletter, but this is earmarked for a publication that the Club will be proud to have and to use. It is our view that a very small increase (amounting to about $1.30 per month per member) will give us the financial security to cover adequately the fixed costs and to properly resource any additional initiatives. We are therefore proposing that we have an increase of $15.00  per member for the next year. This will be put to the club on Wednesday . In any event, please bring your cheque books or credit cards so that we can get the membership paid up (and I can go back to the Zonta Admin. Calendar with confidence!) 

Some other important calendar items: nominations for YWPA are due as are nominations for International and District  officers. More about these at the meeting.  

See you all then,

Dina

ITEMS TO BRING TO THE MEETING:

· Corks for the Girl Guides (Pat Avery will collect)

· Bottle of Wine, Gourmet item or Cash donation for the Easter Raffle

· $20 for your Raffle Tickets 

PAST PRESIDENTS’ COMMITTEE:

Past Presidents are asked to attend a committee meeting on Wednesday at 6 pm, prior to our usual Dinner meeting.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

You can run but you can’t hide.  The Nominating Committee are once again on the lookout for suitable candidates for elected positions that will become vacant within our club.  They will be presenting the Primary Slate for 2003/2004 at the March meeting, with voting to take place at our April meeting.  Further nominations can be called from the floor.

With this in mind, be prepared to accept the challenge if called upon.  Remember, leadership is crucial to the effective functioning of Zonta clubs, and potential leaders should be identified within the membership.  Club members are always encouraged to nominate consenting candidates for vacant positions.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:

Subscription rate recommendations will be presented by the Treasurer for your consideration and resolution at the March meeting.

Your annual subscriptions to Zonta for the period April 2003 to March 2004 needs to be paid by the end of March as our Treasurer has to send our International Dues by the end of April.  If you like to bring your cheque book to the meeting, you may be able to pay your dues right then and there.

EASTER RAFFLE:

Iris Scott and her committee are once again preparing to run a Wine / Gourmet Raffle for Easter.  As usual, two books of tickets will be available for all members at the March Dinner Meeting and any members not attending will have their tickets mailed immediately following the meeting. 

Members are asked to please bring their wine or gourmet contribution or a cash donation with them to the meeting to facilitate a possible draw in April (before Easter).  This is a very popular raffle among members as so many of us get to go home with a prize. 

Most of us are so lazy about selling tickets to friends that we tend to purchase both books ourselves (at a cost of $20).  This being the case, I intend paying my $20 as I am handed the tickets which I know would be appreciated by the committee.  The raffle money can then be included in the 2002 – 2003 financial year funding.

The Fundraising Committee would also like to advise members that, in addition to the dates listed in the “Dates to Remember” section, September/October/November will be another occasion for an Early Christmas Raffle.   Also on the agenda is our famous Salmon Drive during October/November and December.
EMAIL ADDRESSES:

If you have an email address and are not getting your Newsletter, please let Coralie van Straaten-Peretz know and this will be rectified.

You may also like to update your records to reflect an email address for Jill Pozzi who has joined the 21st century and will now receive her Newsletter via email.  Her address is:   jill.pozzi@bigpond.com 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:

Membership Chairman, Christine Lee, and her committee have been working hard to bring our membership up to a level which we have become accustomed to.  With this in mind, members were asked to nominate suitable applicants for membership, all of whom were invited to  attend a Prospective New Members night on Tuesday, February 25th.   

Membership committee were delighted that 100% acceptance to the invitation was received, and with the    help of Ann Shevill and Liz Heber who compiled and delivered the information content with their usual enthusiasm, we are sure that it conveyed the spirit and accomplishments of Zonta. 

The success of the evening is reflected in the attached list of three prospective new members, all of whom have been accepted by the Board, for ratification by members.

Membership Committee would also like to advise that Past President, Sally McGregor has transferred to the Brisbane Metro Breakfast Club as she feels it suits her working hours better.  Good luck on your move Sally and thanks for past support.   


WHAT DOES ZONTA HAVE TO DO WITH THE UNITED NATIONS?
Zonta’s relationship with the United Nations is a key one, and the organisation is very proud of the fact that it has consultative status with the UN.  But just what does ‘consultative status’ mean?

As an NGO, Zonta has actually had the right to appoint representatives to observe UN sessions in New York, Paris, Geneva and Vienna since the UN began in 1946.  This link was elevated to consultative status in 1963, meaning that we can participate in the deliberations of the agencies we have this status with.  Currently, we have consultative status with six different UN agencies or organisations in recognition of Zonta’s support and promotion of UN principles and activities.  Those agencies are:

· the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) where we have the highest, Category I, status,

· UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation), 

· UNICEF (The UN children’s fund),

· the ILO (International Labour Organisation),

· the Council of Europe, and

· the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

The last of these, UNIFEM, is arguably the most important for us as Zontians as most of Zonta’s international projects since the early ‘80s have been achieved through our special partnership with UNIFEM.   Early projects provided clean water wells in Sri Lanka, housing and teachers for refugees, mobile medical units to provide care and education, the Pan African Training Centre, and health care centres in Colombia. More recently, the focus has been on self help projects which build the economic independence and standard of welfare and education of women in close to 20 countries. 

In the biennium just finished, we have focussed on combating maternal and neonatal tetanus in Nepal, reducing the incidence of female genital circumcision in Burkina Faso, and preventing violence against women and children in India. All of them through UN agencies.

The projects adopted for 2002-2004 at the recent convention in Sweden, will also involve the UN and its agencies.  The extent of our commitment to the UN ideals is why, every year, we send a third of the funds we raise to the Zonta Foundation. Most of this money goes to the international service fund to support our projects with the UN .It’s also why we try to support the local UNIFEM breakfast and other functions held to celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8.

It’s why we celebrate UN Day (October 24) at the October meeting of the club each year

And it’s why we have a UN committee at club level – so that we can be thoroughly informed about the international service being conducted on our behalf through UN agencies. 


WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED TODAY?


I’ve learned…..


That wherever I go, the world’s worst drivers have followed  me there..








APOLOGIES


If you are unable to attend the Dinner Meeting please advise Judy S. Anderson by the Monday evening of the meeting week or you will be billed  for the cost of the Dinner.


Telephone number 3357 6007(H) or 3391 8588(W).


Email: judesanderson@hotmail.com








Pat Avery’s thought for the month…….


Of all the things you wear, your expression is the most important; if you are having a great day, don’t forget to inform your face!





 Anytime you think you have influence, try ordering around someone else’s dog








DATES TO REMEMBER
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